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?lr?fbe |Uf1icrous. For example, if the malady covers the
i ns: entire body (13:13), he is not tamei, but if his skin
i o heal, he becomes tamei. In the case of a house that

Cted(14:26), the Torah prescribes that before the house

tO
Nounced tamei, all its contents should be removed, be-

- they would become contaminated if they were left in-
gert:fe time of the pronouncement. But if there were a
Contagion, it would be irrational for the afflicted
.Sth::] items to be excluded from the quarantine! Ir{ per-
n ptOmSOSft telling example, the Talmud teaches that if thf:
! season °hl2araas appearona new}ywed or during a festi-
itto t;t e Ko.hen does not examine the affliction or de-
By ftehlamel, in order not to int.erfere with the celebra-
iseage ite purpose of these la\YS is to prevent the spread
at in;e would be absolutely imperative to enforce the
arly s of great overcrowding and mingling!
th p' as.the Sages teach, tzaraas is not a bodily disease,
len g’;lcal manifestation of a spiritual malaise, a pun-
s. v Ined to show the malefactor that he must mend
®Primary cause of tzaraas is the sin of slander. As

the Sages say, the word y7¥n is a contraction of yaxYn, one
who spreads slander (Arachin 15b). Similarly, the Sages teach
(ibid. 16a and various Midrashim) that the affliction is a pun-
ishment for the sins of bloodshed, false oaths, sexual im-
morality, pride, robbery, and selfishness. The pattern that
emerges is that it is a Divine retribution for the offender’s
failure to feel the needs and share the hurt of others. God
rebukes this anti-social behavior by isolating him from soci-
ety, so that he can experience the pain he has imposed on
others — and heal himself through repentance.

2-3. The basic tzaraas and the procedure of verification.
The first symptom of tzaraas is a white patch on the skin,
which must be at least the size of a v [gTis], a large bean
that has been estimated to be 3/4-inch square. As described
in the notes to verse 2. there are two basic shades of white,
and each of the two has a secondary color, making a total of
four shades. Only the Kohen is authorized by the Torah to
diagnose a lzaraas and pronounce the malady as such. Un-
less a Kohen makes this pronouncement. none of these laws
apply. even though a multitude of scholars and Kohanim rec-
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