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Can’t We Just Forget and Move On?

Embracing the Challenge of Yom HaZikaron
77VED DN

“Your Permanent Record”

You remember the Permanent Recond.  In school, you were
constantly being told that if screwed up, the news would be
senl o the pri::u::il.r.lj ancd plan:d 1oy your Permunent Record.

Mothing more pecded o be sud. No one had cver seen a
Permanent Hecond, That didi’t matfer, We kuew it was
there,  Woe imagmed o sicel 1'|li.1:|ﬁ cabanct crmmed Tull of
Permanent Records, ooe for esch lid in the school. 1 think
wie always issumed thal our Permanent Record was setil o o
collepe with uz, and Iater o our emplover - probably with &
duplicate o the US, Govermment.

I hive a ternble fecling that mine was the last geoeralon o -

kpow what o Permanent Becord wie - and that ot has

disappeansd as a concepl ton society.

There was a time when people really stopped before they did
somllung they knew was decomthul, tmmornl or wethical
Thesy dhidn't stop because tiey were such holy [olks. They
siopped becausc they had a magpng lewr thal i they did the

And that s where we are loday, We lowve accepied the
mouon gl oo one B keeping wack. No oue s even aliveod
to keep track, 1 doubl you could seare o sehaol kid nowadays
by telling him that the principal was going to inscribe
something on his Penmuanent Record; the kid would probably
file a suit under the Freedom of Information Act and expeat
i obtun ks Permanent Record by recess. Either that, or eall
il up on his or her computer sl deleted i,

As lor us adults, it has been so long since we bclicved in the
Permancnt Record that the very mention of it now brings a
nosialgc smile to our faces. We feel naive for every having
lrclieved there was such a thing:

But who really kfows? Un some distant day when we check
out of this earthly world and approach the gaics of our mew
clemal home, our smiles my freess. We just might be
greeted by a heavenly presence sitting there casually leafing
throwgh a dusty, battered volome of our Permanent Recard,

48 we come puntily into vicw.

foul deed it would g up on their Permanent Record.,

At some poant i the lasc few decades, I'm sfrmd, people
wiscd up Lo somncthing that amuzed them:  there B no
Permanent Record. They discovered that regaundless ol how
badly you fouled up your lile or the lives of others, there wis
nothing abowt it on vour record.  You would ahways he
longiven, no metier whal,

S0 pretly soon men and women-usicad of fearmg the
I"ermanent Record-stanted lughing at it. The things that they
used o be ashimed of, ted oice made them cringe when
they though about them, wow became “imMeresting” aspects of
theeir peraonalitics.

If the dewmils were weird enough, the kinds of things that
would have roally jesed up e Pormancnt Record, people
sometimes wrole books confessing them, and the books
becarne bessellers, They found owl that other people-lar
from scoming them-would line up in bookswores o ged teir
suwtopraphs. Talk-show hosts would say, “Thank you for
beng 5o honest with us. m sure our atidicnce understands
low much guts it akes for you o lell us these things."
Permanent Records were being opened up for dee whole
world to see-and the sky did not {all .

As Amcncans began to reshze it thers probably never been
a Permancnt Beoord, they deduced that any kind of bohavior
was permmgsible, Al vour had o do was sy, “That wis a0 real
CTREY |_;||;.I"h_'.|d win iy ife.” Adl would be ok.
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#3 Encounters (Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan p.33-34)

Many people have asked, if G-d is so ereat i -
universe is His domain, how can He paﬁ an}’r thltiiel:.tt‘i:)}:f ti;nt[llze
tiny speck of cosmic dust that is our Planet earth. How caz
He give any consideration to the prayers, or to the actions. of
any single individual? Such questions underestimate G-d. for
just as He has infinite power, He also has infinite wisdom,
Imagine: i+ni" inite wisdom, infinite intelligence, infinite mentality.

An ordinary human being has limited menta] capacities. He
can usually concentrate on only one thing at a time. Even then,
his concentration may often waver and drift. Gifted individuals
can occasionally concentrate on two or three problems at a
time, but again, their concentration drifts from one thing to
another; it 1s not absolute.

Suppose that the mentality of this entire planet were gathered,
and the intelligence of all five billion people on earth were
placed into a single mind. Presumably, such a mind would be
able to concentrate on five billion things at once. Nevertheless,
it would still be a finite intellect. But the intellect of G-d is
infinite. G-d can concentrate His attention infinitely. He can
focus simultaneously on every single atom in the universe.
He is aware of each electron and each proton in all of creation,
with less mental effort than a man uses to scan the newspaper.

An infinitely powerful G-d Who watches our every move,
24 hours a day — the implications are frightening. At every
moment, G-d knows our every thought, for He sees not with
light and eyes, as men do. Rather, He has an awareness of
everything in the universe — an awareness that is much more
than seeing — an awareness that only the Creator can have. It
is a terrifying thought, but it is true.

When we first consider G-d’s greatness, we are filled with
tremendous awe. But if a person were to think a while, to realize
just how great G-d really is, and if he would truly grasp how He
watches us every second of the day, that person would become
a saint. He would have no alternative. After all, how could
a person do wrong if he realized that the Creator of the



tire universe is watching him constantly and is interested iy,
entl

ing he does? .
everything now something about G-d. W

it is 1 ible to k
So it is indeed possible
know that He has infinite power and that_ He. created the
universe without effort. We know that He has infinite mentality,

that He is interested in us, that He listens to our prayers, and

that He loves His creatures. And we understand that there is
only one G-d, for there can be only one Infinite Being.

We know that G-d has no body, no shape, and no form. Our
very concepts of space and time become meaningless when we
try to apply them to G-d’s being. But G-d is not an abstract
concept. He is very real, as real as we are. In fact, He is more
real than we are, for our very concept of reality was created
by G-d.

This, then, is the G-d to whom we all pray. When we pray,
we are talking to G-d. We speak to the Being Whose power
brought the entire universe into existence. We utter this thought
in our morning prayers when we say, “Blessed is He who spoke
and the universe came into being.”
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Strive for Truth —Yn’YN1n ansn — Vol 2 pp 99-100

We mistakenly think that when we forget an idea, the idea no longer exists. Actually its impression still exists
in our brain, but it is no longer close to consciousness. When we concentrate on recalling a forgotten idea,
it may return to consciousness. Subconscious forces are at work in bringing an idea sometimes to the
foreground, sometimes to the background of our mind. Knowing nothing of these mechanisms, we just call
the process “forgetfulness.” Sometimes an idea is sent off to the background of our mind because it holds
no importance for us. Our character traits may have led us to attribute little importance to the idea and thus
relegate it to the background. A fact may be present to our conscious mind, though we are no longer aware
of the steps which led up to its being there. We know immediately that “two times two equals four,” and
do not need to go through the steps by which we teach children this elementary fact: “Here are two apples;
now if we add two more apples, how many are there,” and so on...

One of the subconscious activities of the Yetzer Hara (the self-destructive force that draws us away from
God) is to hide from us the gravity of our sins and so prevent us from regretting them, and so possibly coming
to repentance. People tend to forget their sins, but God will remind us of them soon enough. Even the
smallest of sins are still there within us. We direct our attention away from them and this is what we know
as “forgetting.” Happy is the one who is aware of the gravity of his sins and the extent of his liabilities so
that forgetfulness has no power over him.
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	“Your Permanent Record”
	2# ברכת זכרונות  - אַתָּה זוכֵר מַעֲשֵׂה עולָם. וּפוקֵד כָּל יְצוּרֵי קֶדֶם. לְפָנֶיךָ נִגְלוּ כָּל תַּעֲלוּמות וַהֲמון נִסְתָּרות שֶׁמִּבְּרֵאשִׁית. כִּי אֵין שִׁכְחָה לִפְנֵי כִסֵּא כְבודֶךָ. וְאֵין נִסְתָּר מִנֶּגֶד עֵינֶיךָ. אַתָּה זוכֵר אֶת כָּל ...

