




•

DISEASE CASES WORLDWIDE 2009-2014

Diphtheria 25,000

Polio 2,000

Smallpox 0

Whooping Cough 80,000,000

Measles 785,000

Rubella 2,500,000



SO… WHY ARE 

WE EVEN HAVING 

THIS DISCUSSION?









• In May 2010, the General Medical Council of Great Britain found that the

lead author of the study, Dr. Andrew Wakefield, had acted “dishonestly

and irresponsibly.”

• In June 2010, his medical license was revoked.



NOTEWORTHY

• The now discredited study had focused on the

link between Thimerosal (a mercury-based

ingredient) and autism.

• As of 2001, that ingredient was removed from all

vaccines other than influenza.









OF PARTICULAR RELEVANCE TO THE 

ORTHODOX JEWISH COMMUNITY… 
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י -ח :דברים כב עֲקֶה כ ִּ יתָ מַּ ת חָדָשׁ וְעָש ִּ יִּ ַּ בְנֶה ב  ךָ תִּ ג ֶ לְגַּ
ים  פֵֹל וְלאֹ־תָש ִּ נ  לֹ הַּ פ  י־יִּ בֵיתֶךָ כ ִּ ים ב ְ מִּ ו  ד ָ נ  ֶ מ  מִּ



בהשיכשולוראויסכנהבושישדברכלואחדהגגאחד-זסעיףתכזמ"חוע"שו
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.וימות
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נתבארווקצתם,נפשותסכנתבהםשישמפניחכמיםאסרודבריםהרבה-טסעיף
המקלחהסילוןעלפיויניחלא:הםואלואחריםדבריםישועוד,ז"קט'סיד"יובטור
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.טובברכתתבא



WHAT IS THE THRESHOLD FOR HALACHICALLY SIGNIFICANT סכנה?

שאיןדעכשיומגוליןמיםגבינ"וה..."–ק:בח"אומ"אגת"שו
דשם,לכתחלהאפילומהםשותיןאנובינינומצוייןנחשים
באיסורשהיהשבמניןדהדבר,הוא'התוסשכוונתבארתי
רחוקחששהואהנחשדשתהשהחשששאףרקהיהגילוי
חשששגםתיקנוסכנהבשבילאףלאסורחששזההיהשלא
,נ"פמדיןאסורהואוממילאסכנהלעניןחששהואזהקטן
היהלאהקטןחששאףוליכאנחשיםמצוישלאבמקוםולכן

".התקנהבכללממילא

IT WOULD SEEM THAT  THE THRESHOLD FOR 
HALACHICALLY SIGNIFICANT סכנה IS VERY LOW



WHAT IF THERE WAS NO SPECIFIC RABBINIC LEGISLATION?

שליבשרוקעליהןיששמא,בפיומעותמליתןליזהרצריך-ה:קטזד"יוע"שו
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...(ם"רמב)סכנהחששבהןישאלודבריםכי,לשתותהמיםקלוחעלפיולהניח



IS THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN REFRAINING FROM DANGEROUS 

ACTIVITIES AND ENGAGING IN PROACTIVE BEHAVIORS?

ויש,בעירכשדברהעירמןלברוחשישכתבועוד-ה:קטזד"יוא"רמ
(ה"ל'סיל"מהריתשובת)בסופוולא,הדברבתחלתהעירמןלצאת

ומתיםבתינוקותפורחיםכשאבעבועותה"וה-יד:תקעוח"אוב"מ
כתבה"ובשלילדיםתחלואיעלסליחהנדפסוכברתעניתלגזוריש

:המתדבקתמחלהדהיאהזאתבעתהעירמןבניויבריחאחדדכל



“Given the negligible risks involved with vaccination, the question needs

to be asked, is this procedure with its small risk of minor pain, swelling and

slight fever (the more "common risks" associated with immunization

vaccinations) any less safe than flight from town in times of plague,

particularly when travel was far more unsure and safe destinations were

not to be taken for granted? This even remains true today as the

statistical odds of a fatal traffic accident are likely greater than that of

vaccination fatality, and so too for accident-related injuries versus non-

lethal side effects of vaccinations.” Rabbi Asher Bush



Why then are we still having this discussion?

Could there be any question whatsoever

regarding the halachic requirement to

vaccinate ourselves and our children?

The answer is yes.

Why?



• Polio vaccine was licensed in the United States in 1955. During 1951 to 1954, an average of

16,316 paralytic polio cases and 1,879 deaths from polio were reported each year. As of 1991,
polio caused by wild-type viruses had been eliminated from the Western Hemisphere.

• A physician entering practice today may never see a case of meningitis due to Haemophilus

influenzae type b (Hib). Before the introduction of effective vaccines, in 1988, approximately

one in 200 children, under the age of five, developed invasive Hib disease. Hib was the leading

cause of bacterial meningitis in children under age five-- accounting for about 60 percent of

all cases. From 15 to 30 percent of affected children became hearing impaired and about 420

children died every year despite antibiotic therapy. In addition, Hib vaccine has prevented the

leading cause of acquired mental retardation in the U.S. By 1998, vaccination of pre-school

children reduced the number of Hib cases by more than 99 percent.

• In the 1960s, many people witnessed first-hand, the terrible effects of rubella, commonly known

as German measles. During an epidemic between 1964 and 1965, about 20,000 infants were

born with deafness, blindness, heart disease, mental retardation, and other birth defects

because the rubella virus infected their pregnant mothers. Today, thanks to nearly universal use
of an effective vaccine, the rubella virus poses virtually no threat to the children of expectant

mothers.



Ironically therefore, the very success of vaccination has

become the most compelling consideration for poskim.
Given the empirical reality that the vast majority of the

school population does vaccinate, producing the

phenomenon of ‘herd immunity’, the particular risk to

any given unvaccinated child is relatively small. While

the risk is indeed much greater than it would be for the

vaccinated child, in absolute terms it is still small.



•מ תכז "ב חו"נשמת אברהם מהד Many poskim (including Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach z”l, Rav Yehoshua Neuwirth z”l) feel that
given the statistical unlikelihood that any one
individual would contract these diseases, one is not
halachically compelled to vaccinate themselves or
their children.

• Nevertheless, in a situation where there was either a
legal obligation or a school policy requiring
vaccinations, individuals would be required to
vaccinate.

• These poskim maintained that while we cannot force
such vaccinations, parents should be strongly
encouraged to vaccinate their children, personal

hesitations notwithstanding.
• Additionally, physicians are obligated to try to

persuade such parents to vaccinate their children.
• Many of these poskim are distressed and somewhat

incredulous that parents should act so irresponsibly
by refusing to vaccinate their children in the face of
this universally accepted medical practice.

• This of course would change if more
parents did not vaccinate, but as
long as the system functions at a 90%-

plus compliance rate, the increase in
risk for the 10% may be halachically
insignificant.



בריאהגוףוהיותהואיל-א:דדעות'הלם"רמב
שיביןאפשראישהרי,הואהשםמדרכיושלם

לפיכך,חולהוהואהבוראמידיעתדברידעאו
אתהמאבדיןמדבריםעצמואדםלהרחיקצריך
המבריןבדבריםעצמוולהנהיג,הגוף

אלאאדםיאכללאלעולם:הןואלו,והמחלימים
ואל,צמאכשהואאלאישתהולא,רעבכשהוא

שצריךזמןכלאלא,אחדרגעאפילונקביוישהא
.מידיעמודרגליואתלהסךאולהשתין

שתתמלאעדאדםיאכללא-בהלכהשם
ישתהולא,משבעתורביעכמויפחותאלאכריסו

וכשיתחיל,בייןומזוגמעטאלאהמזוןבתוךמים
צריךשהואמהשותהבמעיולהתעכלהמזון

יוםכלוייגעגופויענהדברשלכללו...לשתות
עדמעטוישקוטלחוםגופושיתחילעדבבקר

אחרבחמיןרחץואם,ואוכלנפשושתתישב
ואוכלמעטשוההכךואחרטובזההרישיגע

מ תכז "ב חו"נשמת אברהם מהד

THE OPINION OF RAV YOSEF SHALOM ELYASHIV ל"זצ





באם":ל"וזחיסונים:חורףמחלות,ומעשההלכהחוברת-ל"זצאלישיבאליהושלום'ר
לאשלהםשההוריםיחידיםילדיםוישנם,כלשהונגיףמפנימחוסניםבכיתההילדיםרוב

לנהוגמהיחידיםלדרושההוריםיכולים,מכךשחוששיםהוריםישובכיתה,אותםחיסנו
"למזיקיםלהיפךולאככלל



At the end of the day the differences between Rabbi Auerbach

and Rabbi Elyashiv are small:

1) Both agree that parents should be encouraged to vaccinate

their children because the benefits far outweigh the risks.

2) Both agree that schools and parents of vaccinated children

can legitimately exclude non-vaccinated children from the

classroom to minimize the dangers to their own children.

3) They disagree on whether vaccination is an absolute parental

obligation (Rabbi Elyashiv) or “merely” a highly desirable thing to

do (Rabbi Auerbach).

From the perspective of a Jew who seeks to do the will of G-d,

both positions will lead to the same result.

Rav Yitzchak Breitowitz



Rav Asher Bush, Hakirah Vol 13 Spring 2012 p. 201 



An anti-vaccine Orthodox glossy called

P.E.A.CH. Magazine launched in April in English,

with copies distributed in Orthodox

neighborhoods in Brooklyn. “We have heard

what the pro-vaccine side has to say, and we

are decidedly opposed to their largely

unfounded claims,” an introduction on the

issue’s second page reads.



• Ultra-Orthodox Jews who declined to vaccinate their children have been at the center of a

handful of outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases in recent years, including one large

measles outbreak in Brooklyn in 2013, another in London the same year and an earlier outbreak

in Jerusalem in 2007.

• It’s unclear how many ultra-Orthodox parents skip vaccinations for their children. A

representative for the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene said that 96%

of students at yeshivas in Brooklyn are vaccinated, and ultra-Orthodox insiders in Brooklyn say

that vaccinations are near-universal in the community.

• Vaccines work on the theory of herd immunity, the notion that disease outbreaks can be

prevented if a population has a high proportion of people who are immune to a given disease.

Large numbers of people who opt out of vaccination lower a population’s level of herd

immunity. “If you have a community where the herd immunity is very, very low and also if there’s

crowding or very, very large families… then the disease could spread rapidly,” Gill said.

• That appears to be what happened in ultra-Orthodox communities in Brooklyn in 2013, when 58

people were sickened in the largest measles outbreak since 1996. According to a Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention report on the incident, nearly 80% of the people who fell ill in

the Boro Park section of Brooklyn were members of “three extended families whose members

declined use of measles vaccine.” Nine of those who got sick in Williamsburg had also refused

vaccination. The ultra-Orthodox Jewish community in Hackney experienced a measles

outbreak in 2013 that also spread among unvaccinated young people.

• Orthodox opposition to vaccines, where it exists, does not appear to be based on religious
objections.





Rav Asher Bush, Hakirah Vol 13 Spring 2012 p. 212 




