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n ; e firstborn. In order to determine junction with thistask, anew census of thirty-to-fifty-year-old
elite o pay and which would be redeemed by  Levites was conducted to determine the numbers of those
oses prepared 22,000 lots inscribed “Levite” and who were eligible for the physically demanding work of car-
ribed “five shekels.” Each firstboin drew a lot rying the Tabernacle’s components. At the climax of the in-

A . . structions, God warned Moses and Aaron that the sanctity of
the Ark is so great that even the Kohathites, the elite family
of Levi, may not gaze at the exposed Ark as it is prepared for
transport, and that the Kohanim must see to it that the lives
of the Kohathites are not jeopardized by exposure to the Ark
before it is wrapped and covered.

e«':'ii' WWxy — As HASHEM had corumanded. Moses did
v think of enriching his brother and nephews; his sole
3 to carry out God’s command (Or HaChaimn).

4.

The.' Kohathites are organized. After the census and
ation of the Levites, God commanded Moses and 2.wx"-ny K3 — Take a census. The term can also be ren-

OOrganize them for the service they would perform  dered raise up the head, and was used for both the Kohathites
?bErnacle was transported. The responsibilities of and the Gershonites (4:22), to imply that they were elevated
Shites, who were charged with the most sacred por- by their assignments. The Merarites, however, were simply
15,1 abernacle, are given in this Sidrah; those of the  counted and assigned to their less august task, without being
220d the Gershonites are in Sidrah Nasso. In con-  given this term of honor (Or HaChaim). '
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