Establishing Boundaries of Orthodoxy in the Modern Era
Reform on Both Sides of the Ocean

I. Early Reform Leaders

Moses Mendelson, Jerusalem

90 JERUSALEM

Christians understand this term. The Israelites possess a divine
legislation—laws, commandments, ordinances, rules of life, instruc-
tion in the will of God as to how they should conduct themselves
in order to attain temporal and eternal felicity. Propositions and
prescriptions of this kind were revealed to them by Moses in
a miraculous and supernatural manner, but no doctrinal opinions,
no saving truths, no universal propositions of reason. These the
Eternal reveals to us and to all other men, at all times, through
nature and thing, but never through word and script.
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One calls eternal truths those propositions which are not sub-
ject to time and remain the same in all eternity. They are either
necessary, in themselves immutable, or contingent; that is, their
permanence is based either on their essence—they are true in this
and no other way because they are conceivable in this and no
other way—or on their reality: they are universally true, they exist
in this and no other way because they became real in this and no
other way; because of all the possible [truths] of their kind they
are the best, in this and no other way. In other words, necessary
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typical modesty, asked for time to consider it, the reformers

The Gaon of Posen: A Portrait of Rabi Akiva Guens-Eger
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh Platform

This founding document of what has come to be called "Classical Reform" ideology was the
culmination of a meeting of Reform rabbis from November 16-19, 1885 at the Concordia Club
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. It explicitly calls for a rejection of those laws which have a ritual,
rather than moral, basis. An example of a ritual rejected by the Pittsburgh Platform is kashrut, or the observance of

Jewish dietary laws. These ritual laws were seen as detracting from Jewish life in the modern era by placing undue emphasis on ritual,

rather than ethical considerations.

The platform affirms God's existence, and recognized a universal desire in all religions to experience "the indwelling of God in
man." In this vein, the Pittsburgh Platform also calls for a recognition of the inherent worth of Christianity and Islam, although it
still holds that Judaism was the "highest conception of the God-idea."

Instead of a nation, the Pittsburgh Platform envisions Jews as a religious community within a nation. For this reason, there was an
explicit rejection of Zionism, which was viewed as unnecessary because American Jews were at home in America. The platform
seems to acknowledge the concept of Jewish chosenness accepting in the Bible "the consecration of the Jewish people to its

mission as the priest of the one God."
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