EDUCATING OUR CHILDREN -
A MEANS TO AN END OR AN END TO A MEANS?:
THE EDUCATOR'’S ROLE

Rabbi Dr. Michael D. Shmidman
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Train a child in the way he should go, and even when he is old, he will not depart from it.
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All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is that which their father spoke unto them and blessed
them, every one according to his blessing he blessed them.
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Rav Yochanan ben Zakai had five students...about Rebbe Yehoshua he said, “Praiseworthy is the one who
gave birth to him...”
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A child that knows how to speak, the father should teach him Torah and the Shema. What is meant by
Torah? Rav Hamnuna said, the verse “Moses commanded us regarding the Torah, an inheritance for the
congregation of Jacob.” What is meant by the Shema? The first verse.
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“Gather the people — the men, the women, and the children...”
Why were the children brought? In order to give reward to those who bring them.
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"And they that bring many to righteousness shall be like the stars, for ever and ever (Daniel 12:3).”

This refers to the instructors of children. Who, for instance, is meant? Said Rav - Rav Samuel son of Shilath.
One time Rav found him standing in a garden, and he said to him: "Have you left your honorable position
(as teacher)’? The answer was: "It is thirteen years since I have seen this part of my property, and even
now my mind is with my pupils.
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May the memory of Joshua ben Gamla be blessed, for, were it not for him, Israel would have forgotten the
Torah, as in former times the child who had a father was instructed by him, but the one that had not, did not
learn at all. The reason is that they used to explain the verse [Deut. xi. 19]: "And you shall teach them to
your children,"” literally--you personally. It was therefore enacted that a school for the education of children
in Jerusalem should be established, on the basis of the following verse [Isaiah. ii. 3]: "for out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord out of Jerusalem." And still the child who had a father was
brought to Jerusalem and instructed, but the one who had not, remained ignorant. It was therefore enacted
that such school should be established in the capitals of each province,; but the children were brought when
they were about sixteen or seventeen years of age, and when the lads were rebuked by their masters, they
turned their faces and ran away. Then came Joshua ben Gamla, who enacted that schools should be
established in all provinces and small towns, and that the children be sent to school at the age of six or
seven years. Rav said to the schoolmaster Rav Samuel ben Shilath: If the child is under six years of age, do
not accept him,; but above that age, accept him and feed him (with knowledge) as you feed an ox.
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