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	 I. Introduction 
a. Different customs regarding the afikomen 
b. Some have father hide it and children look, others do opposite and yet others don’t hide at all.  

Where does it come from? 
 

II. What? 
a. Pesachim 109a - Chotfin matzos  

i. Rashbam means you take matzahs away so kids don’t fall asleep.   
ii. Rashi – lift seder plate or eat them quickly.  

iii. Ritva – don’t allow child to eat too much 
iv. Meiri - have fun with yiddishkeit.   
v. Rambam 7:3  

 
III. Where? 

a. Wrap it in a cloth like they did in Egypt 
i. Shulchan Aruch Ha’rav 473:35 

b. Place on shoulder  
i. Mishna Berurah 473:59 

c. Under pillow 
i. Aruch Ha’Shulchan 20 

d. Walk around house 
i. Pri Megadim (Eishel Avraham 473:22) 

e. Give to someone else to ensure won’t be eaten 
i. Shulchan Aruch 473:6 

ii. Rivevos Efraim 4:113:10 
 

IV. “Stealing” Afikomen 
a. Children steal afikomen and return in exchange for prize 

i. Chok Ya’akov 472:2 
b. Why? 

i. Beis Ha’Levi Hagaddah – Halachik reason 
ii. Minhag Yisroel Torah  – no dogs to stop us from stealing (Shemos 11:17) 

iii. Mekor Chaim (Chavos Yair) – to show love for the mitzvah 
iv. Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 3:141 – child should tell Mother where hidden 
v. Rabbi Zweig – slavery versus freedom 

vi. R’ Elimelech Biderman – steal time to learn Torah  
vii. Rav Rimon – when we tire, children remind us of redemption 

viii. Rav Yankele Galinsky – make children curious 
ix. Minchas Eliyahu - stealing of bechora is connected to afikomen.   

 
V. Opposed to stealing 

a. Piskei Teshuvos - we should call it snatching the afikoman and not refer to it as stealing. 
b. Rav Chaim Kanievsky Hagaddah 
c. R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 
d. Rav Zilberstein 
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1. Pesachim 109a  

3. Rashbam 
R’ Shmuel b. Meir 

 1085-1158 

2. Rashi  
1040-1105 

4. Ritva  
R” Yom Tov Asevilli 

1250-1330 
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5. Meiri 

R’ Menachem Meiri 
1349-1310 

6. Rambam  
 1135-1204 

7. Shulchan Aruch  8. Shulchan Aruch Ha’Rav 
R’ Shneur Zalman of Liadi 

 1745-1813 

9. Mishna Berura 
Chafetz Chaim 

1839-1933 

10. Aruch Ha’Shulchan 
R’ Yechiel Michel Epstein  

1829-1908 

11. Rivevos Efraim 
R’ Efraim Greenblatt 

1932-2014 



Rabbi	Efrem	Goldberg	w “Stealing”	the	Afikomen	w Boca	Raton	Synagogue	
	

	 Page	#5	

	
12. Chok Ya’akov 

R’ Yaakov Reischer  
1661-1733 

13. Beis Ha’Levi Hagaddah  

14. Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 
R’ Moshe Shternbuch 
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15. R’ Yochanan Zweig  

16. R’ Elimelech Biderman  
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18. R’ Yosef Zvi Rimon Hagaddah  
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19. V’Higadeta 
R’ Yankele Galinsky 

 1921-2014 

20. Minchas Eliyahu 
R’ Eliyahu Ha’Kohen Mei’Izmir 

d. 1729   
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21. Piskei Teshuvos  

22. R’ Chaim Kanievsky Hagaddah  

23. R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach Hagaddah 

24. R’ Yitzchak Zilberstein   
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