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Rabbi Josh Flug; The Prohibition Against Moving Muktzeh (YU Torah);

There are two situations where it is permissible to move a utensil that is primarily used for a prohibited activity. Yet, the
tzorech gufo leniency is conceptually different than the tzorech mikomo leniency. Tzorech gufo allows one to move the utensil in
order to use it in a permissible manner. In this leniency, there is positive use from the utensil. Regarding the tzorech mikomo
leniency, there is no positive use from the utensil and it is only moved in order to use the space.

One can question whether tzorech mikomo does not require any positive use or whether it requires positive use, but use of
the space is considered positive use. This question seems to be the point of dispute between R. Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (1910-
1995) and R. Moshe Feinstein (1895-1986) regarding removal of a pin from a timer. In a previous issue, we noted that according
to most poskim, removal of a pin from a timer does [not] present a problem from the perspective of violating a melacha. R.
Auerbach, Minchat Shlomo 1:13, notes that it is permissible to move the pin for two reasons. First, since removing the pin is
permissible and it is an ordinary function of the pin, the pin should be considered a utensil that is used for both permissible
activities and prohibited activities and should not be classified as a k'li shemelachto l'issur. Second, even if one does consider the
pin a k'li shemelachto l'issur, it is permissible to move the pin because it can be included in the leniencies of tzorech gufo or
tzorech mikomo.

R. Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Orach Chaim 4:91 (5), categorizes all electrical appliances and components as k'li
shemelachto l'issur. Yet, in another responsum (Yoreh De’‘ah 3:47), he prohibits removing the pin from a timer because of the
prohibition of moving muktzeh. Apparently, R. Feinstein does not consider removal of a pin tzorech gufo or tzorech mikomo.

One can explain that removal of a pin does not provide any positive use. The pin is not going to be used for another purpose
and the space where the pin is situated is going to remain empty. R. Auerbach does not require any positive use in order to
consider the movement tzorech gufo or tzorech mikomo. It is sufficient if there is a Shabbat related purpose to the action.
Therefore, he permits removal of the pin. R. Feinstein requires a positive use from the utensil or the space. Since removal of the
pin entails no positive use, he prohibits moving the pin.
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