The Two Shema’s

shema vs. Yhaya lm shamea
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A strange passage, Berachot 35b
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and sows in the sowing season and harvests in the harvest season and threshes in the
threshing season and winnows in the windy season, as grain is separated from the chaff by

means of the wind, and is constantly busy; what will become of Torah? Rather, one must

dedicate himself exclusively to Torah at the expense of other endeavors; as when Israel performs
God’s will, their work is performed by others, as it is stated: “And strangers will stand and

feed your flocks, and foreigners will be your plowmen and your vinedressers” (Isaiah 61:5). When
Israel does not perform God’s will, their work is performed by them themselves, as it is

stated: “And you shall gather your grain.” Moreover, if Israel fails to perform God’s will, others’
work will be performed by them, as it is stated: “You shall serve your enemy whom God shall
send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness and in want of all things” (Deuteronomy 28:48).



The Two Shema’s
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If, then, you obey the commandments that |
enjoin upon you this day, loving the LORD your
God and serving Him with all your heart and
soul,

Plural
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Hear, O Israell The LORD is our God, the LORD
alone.
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TN W9177021 32277722 You shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your might.

Singular



Ohr Hahayim on all of your might
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Just in the second “shma”
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| will grant the rain for your land in season, the early rain and the late. You shall gather in your new grain
and wine and oil—
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| will also provide grass in the fields for your cattle—and thus you shall eat your fill.
Take care not to be lured away to serve other gods and bow to them.
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For the LORD’s anger will flare up against you, and He will shut up the skies so that there will be no rain
and the ground will not yield its produce; and you will soon perish from the good land that the LORD is
assigning to you.



On your heart, tefilin
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Therefore impress these My words upon your
very heart: bind them as a sign on your hand
and let them serve as a symbol on your
forehead,
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Take to heart these instructions with which |
charge you this day.
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Impress them upon your children. Recite them
when you stay at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you get up.
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Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them
serve as a symbol on your forehead;



Learning
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and teach them to your children—reciting them

when you stay at home and when you are away, Impress them upon your children. Recite them
when you lie down and when you get up; when you stay at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you get up.



Mezuzah
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them on the doorposts of your house and on

your gates— and inscribe them on the doorposts of your

house and on your gates—



Just in the “second Shma”
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to the end that you and your children may endure, in the land that the LORD
swore to your fathers to assign to them, as long as there is a heaven over
the earth.



Mishnah in Berachot
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Since the paragraphs of Shema are not adjacent to one another in the Torah, and
they are not recited in the order in which they appear, the mishna explains their
placement. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha said: Why, in the mitzva of the recitation of
Shema, did the portion of Shema precede that of VeHaya im Shamoa? This is so
that one will first accept upon himself the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven, the
awareness of God and God’s unity, and only then accept upon himself the yoke of
the mitzvot, which appears in the paragraph of VeHaya im Shamoa. Why did VeHaya
im Shamoa precede VaYomer? Because the paragraph of VeHaya im Shamoa is
practiced both by day and by night, while VaYomer, which discusses the mitzva of
ritual fringes, is only practiced during the day.



Rashi Meshech Chochmah
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What is the difference?



Fear Love



Communal Individual



Read Job. How can we say that the world works like
v’haya im shamoa? Ramban
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Back to the Gemara: How could Vhaya be for bad times?

Tosaphot
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