The Meaning of Masel
The Stations of the Desert



Rashi

Why are these stations recorded here? In order to make known the loving acts of the Omnipresent: that although He had
decreed against them to make them move about and wander in the wilderness, you should not think that they wandered
and moved about without cessation from one station to another station all the forty years, and that they had no rest, for you
see that there are here only forty-two stages.

Rashi Bemidbar 33

R. Tanchuma gave another explanation of it (of the question why these stages are here recorded). A parable! It may be
compared to the case of a king whose son was ill and whom he took to a distant place to cure him. When they returned
home the father began to enumerate all the stages, saying to him, "Here we slept, here we caught cold, here you had the
head-ache, etc." (Midrash Tanchuma 4:10:3.
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Ramban from Rambam

Ramban Bemidbar 33

And the Rabbi [Moshe ben Maimon] added in the Moreh Nebuchim another [explanation as to the] benefit [that we derive] from knowledge [of these
stages], saying: "There was a very great necessity in mentioning the [stages of the] journeyings. For [although] the miracles and wonders that were
done were [recognized as] true ones by all who saw them, in later times these events would be matters of hearsay, and those who hear about them
[then] might deny them altogether. Now among the greatest miracles and wonders [related] in the Torah is Israel's survival in the wilderness for forty
years, and finding the manna every day, although these places [where they stayed] are very far from cultivated settlements, and are not natural habitat
for human beings, not being a place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates, and the Torah states, Ye have not eaten bread, neither have
ye drunk wine or strong drink. All these [matters] are signs of events of a miraculous nature which were seen by [the human] eye. But the Creator
blessed be He, knew that these wonders will be subject to the process which occurs to [all] historical events — that those who hear them will not
believe them; and they will think [about these events] that the sojourn of the Israelites in the wilderness was [in a place] near the cultivated settlement,
where people can live there, such as the deserts in which the Arabs live today, or [that they stayed in] places where there was plowing and harvesting,
or where there were grasses and plants suitable for human consumption, and that there were wells of water in those places. Therefore in order to
remove from people's hearts all such thoughts, and to firmly establish [the truth of] all these miracles, [He recorded] as a [permanent] memorial the
[stages of their] journeyings [in the wilderness], so that the future generations would see them and acknowledge the great wonders [entailed] in
keeping people alive in such places for forty years." All these are his words [i.e., the words of Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon].
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Ramban
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Seforno

G’d wanted all the journeys to be recorded in order to compliment the Jewish
people who had followed him blindly through the desert where nothing grew, so
that as a reward for their faith they would deserve to enter and inherit the land of
Israel.
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Nachal Kedumim, Hida
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Ohr Hahayim hakadosh

In a combined effort these forces of sanctity were able to overcome the forces of impurity which kept many of these lost sparks of
sanctity captive. According to the Zohar then these "sparks" could be captured while the Israelites were actively journeying not while
they were passsively encamped, and it is this the Torah has in mind when writing "these are the journeys." The word n7x is indeed in
sharp contrast to any other journeys ever described anywhere as never before had there been a journey which was accompanied by

so many elements of sanctity.



Kotnot Or

M SPIT DRAY A" oY 791 27
IXD OPON PR RIMRT "D MR MIND
OX RIPXY M932 1DPY oMn O
NP AN ATapn Y ana avIRAT
WD NNAW o7 W2 Y AR IR
177 PON PR WM 2w oM Wanw
D%NA IRY WK YV MR YW
o7 WA YAY POR awn 72
NRYP PR 4T W2 MY AR
n"a Y M T 7ov My W
532 T DITR DRI’ °12 YONn 9N
12 RN PRI 012 yon DM Y
12 XWX P 23 TH DR N
NAY  arownT Y av YHhon oy

T 00WH 11N j2 aw 0D nrhaa



NNN NOY
D'IXN NN'Y'Y IND Y'TING n"¥'a nivonn Dn NN
N M7 1D TN VN7 W) NNIT? N7 N
NPNY NNITA 727 NN 1N 1770 nvonn D )
701 .X11NI21TAN 2N W'd 021010 Ninipn
"N .ND"NN D D7 NNYY 191 nnnmMm "N yon
INN71 ' NNnd NAvI D'Y79UN NNIT NIX? 700
Y'N7 ninnn ' 07217 D "1 on'yon? Dn'Ryin i
NIDX7? ['DMXI IR



A"7 727N 210 NPY

I'NY |NT 70W '9% OINND YIX] [NQ'WUN 1QTN 7KW 1 NIfNENIYON 1N 2Ny 1 TN77 |
DNIX NIQ2I0N TIAD MY I'N 12T 7R,



A"7 12TNa w1 "'wn

T2V DTNT7 DR 'Y DN DYVNYR 7Y Y NNT07 DNIYR I'N N7R NN Nvon

— N7N D'WIN'R O7IX .0T' 7V DN IVOYWINY NIXR 7W DN'RYNYT DLAY 10 ,DNNOWN ANy
INWI 2'97 .NNIRN 770 X MI9N NINQ 1I2N2) X7 — 00N D'VAYI NINSYN 7V N2V WYUK
ADT? N DT 2V NINIXRE T 2ArY 7710 AT 0N'91,09 2WaW NIoNA 17X DYVN'R [ND'T

naion Nnix.



A"7 12 Tn warn 1"'wn

V1017 DNV NIy 'nw 'R 70 (0w win'ol ,nRNIET L0 7W7) Doy 1o Y Tn i Nt yonn
DIZN DAY NYONA NN'N N 7W N2INNAN IMANINT,NYTN NY0N 'YW AN NN ,NINAN N
"R¥m"n n'On nn "von'n nmTpnn antn yon 7521 .010n NNIK NAWN? D'RNNN WTN NN
DN'YON? DN'RXIM" I'N DNNIMN 70w Xy .(R1NN D7NNn nRe)",

[N NIRX7 NYWUN NYANWII ;DNNN I'N X7 DN 1 INWY DM 752 .0'75N2 190 12TH 0D 0y ')A
;NNY D'VOII DN [2'N7 DN7 MYN NN X7 .N'75NN D11V AN NANN DIPAN ARYD 07NN
I'n DN'NIYON 70W XX¥N1 .DNMIN DI NX 2ITY? Y12 1IV01 DN .INY 1AW DIPNAN NIX AITY7 N 7'vin

DN'N¥INY? on'wvon"".



Malbim

A1"772am™a n"an

2,190 7X IVA0 pNYNY NN DNN ITRNN PRYNT RN NYYY 1R DY 20YN'Y Nl
V'R I'Nynw 2" ,0Mx¥n YIRN nWTN AR IRY' YONI yon 701w XY 11 'won n7Ra NN
nxn '717an,

It's a way to get out of Egypt...
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