The Meaning of Death



Death is the beginning of
Chukat
Rav

Korach year two
Chukat Aharon and Miriam die



All other impurities one
simply goes to the mikvah



The encounter with Death
requires transformation

[/ Days
Like a leper
Like miluim
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TN DI NAN Di' iy Yin DY 2iv A good name is
better than fragrant oil, and the day of death than the
day of birth.
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house of feasting; for that is the end of every man,

and a living one should take it to heart.



Rashi
And the day of death than the day birth. \When Miriam was born,
no one knew what she was. But when she died, the well ceased to
exist, and similarly with Aharon with the pillar of cloud, and Moshe
with the manna.
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Yahrzeit vs. birthday



Ship going out vs. coming in
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"He (Rabbi Yaakov) used to say, one hour of repentance
and good deeds in this world is better than the entire life
of the World to Come. And one hour of spiritual
enjoyment of the World to Come is better than the entire
life of this world."



It's death inevitable?
What does it accomplish?
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He will destroy death forever. My Lord GOD
will wipe the tears away From all faces And
will put an end to the reproach of His people
Over all the earth— For it is the LORD who

has spoken.
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Reish Lakish says: Come and let us be grateful to our
ancestors who sinned with the Golden Calf, as had they not
sinned we would not have come into the world.



Rashi Bereshit 5

AND ENOCH WALKED [WITH GOD] — He was a
righteous man, but his mind was easily induced) to
turn from his righteous ways and to become wicked.

The Holy One, blessed be He, therefore took him
away quickly and made him die before his full time.

This is why Scripture uses a different expression
when referring to his death by writing 1n1'x1 "and he

was not", meaning, he was not in the world to
complete the number of his years.
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When world has more missing,
There is more room for tikkun.



Death is a tikkun,
We need to be ready to cling to HKB"H



Look what happened after the death of
Aharon....



Gives a fresh start
Atones for others, for self
It transforms
Population control
Leads to teshuva after others or before our own
Makes us think

It can celebrate what was

Chance to repent
A time of pleasantness
Saves us from getting worse
Makes us want to be ready for clinging to G-d



