Tattoos In Jewish Law
And thought



This week’s parasha

4Miyn X711YNan X7 0Tn~7Y 179KN X7 You shall not eat anything with its blood. You
shall not practice divination or soothsaying.

NPT XD NX N'NYN K71 DRYINY NXD 197N X7 You shall not round off the side-growth
on your head, or destroy the side-growth of your beard.

NINY AN DPA NN N7 YiJ¥iz AN DY RN K7 W9l7 vyl You shall not make
gashes in your flesh for the dead, or incise any marks on yourselves: | am the
LORD.



What is it? Rashi

INOR SHALL YE IMPRESS] ANY WRITING BY ETCHING [UPON YOU] —i.e. a
writing engraved (more lit., dug into) and sunk into the flesh and which can never
be erased because it is pricked in with a needle and remains black forever.
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Ibn Ezra: Another ideal
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Birkat Asher
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Why not? Sefer Hachinuch
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That which we wrote on encircling the head and destroying the beard, which is to
distance all matters of idolatry from our bodies and from between our eyes, is from
the roots of the commandment. And this too is from this very root, as it was the
custom of the [other] nations to make an impression upon themselves for their
idolatry - meaning to say that he is a slave sold to it and marked for its service.



Rambam, Laws of Idolatry, 12

Rambam Avodah Zarah 12

The etched-in writing against which it is spoken of in the Torah is, not to make an incision in one's
flesh and fill in the incision with paint, or ink, or any other dyes which enface. This was an
idolatrous custom, to make themselves to idolatry, proclamatory that every one of them is a sold
slave to it, and indentured in its service. And, from the moment one will enface with any kind of
dye which enfaces, after making an incision in any place of the body, whether it be done by man
or by woman, he or she, is striped. If one wrote but did not enface with dye, or if he did enface
with dye but did not write in the incision, he is not guilty; for he must do both, write by incision
and etch-in with dye, even as it is said: "And any etched-in writing shall you not fix on yourselves'
(Lev. 19. 28). This is to say against the one who does the writing, but he who upon whose flesh
the etched-in writing was done is not guilty save if he assisted in a manner to constitute it an
overt act; but if he contributed nothing to the work itself he is not striped.
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Rabbi Menachem ben Moshe Habavli (Tzfat), taamei
hamiztvot
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Rambam Sefer Hamitzvot
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Sefer Habatim
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29. Do not prostitute thy daugh- A ")f?t:lm- RO
ter to lead her to lewdness, that 5 w: 5 >

is just this Hand that w%.lls that you live, _live fqr its sel,:vice until It calls
you also away; every fibre of your bodily existence is holy unto It:
‘q I — BDTWIR ANN XT wHIT BIWI! ;

oo2 1NN XT YPYP Handl, not Od9wan, but o5a, an inscription tatooed
on you, places the whole of yourself in the service of that which is designated
by such inscription, and you are holy to God, belong exclusively to Him :
‘=% =ax. Indeed in. Makkoth 21,a, this prohibition is taken : 2IN>°w 7Y 2°°11 11°K
pwioy Sw ow, but then all other inscriptions are taken as being implicitly
included in the prohibition (see Rashi there), so that even the very opposite,
1 ow, would come under the prohibition of tattooing. The human body
has already the stamp of belonging to God, and of consecration, by its very
form made in the likeness of God, M%X SR >hwam (Job XIX, 26); tattooing
‘7%, on it would designate as something which we have decided of our
own free will which really is the natural calling for which God made Man,
and which is so to be regarded by us. Our belonging to God, our being 1%
is something which is given to us by our birth as human beings, it is the
essential fact that must decide and guide all that we do, it is not to be
something that only emerges from some act of our own.

If we connect up the six detatched sentences of this group, we find

the four last ones a further extension of the two first ones, and all together
they serve as a constant realisation of the two fundamental facts, viz.: that
Man ‘has a moral dignity to uphold, and that his whole being and fate is
submitted exclusively to God. o7a 9y 19o8n R? finds its further extension
n demonstrating on the human body itself its higher moral calling in X%
°:"’fh NRD 1PN and TJapT NXRD Nnwn XT; just as our placing our fate ex-
clusively in the Hands of God, as expressed in 131¥ynN X371 wnan X7 finds its
natural consequence in the prohibited wpi® vYw and ¥YPYP NIWND.
Bloen ?‘h&e two facts, taken together, our high moral calling, and the
to thi g or the reverse of our fate in life depending on our .hvmg up
to this _cafllmg or not, are thrown into bold relief in the admonition which
immediately follows :—— ‘1a1 “1a1 Tna NX S9N K.
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A new Idea, Hoill Moshe


https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Yeshayahu/49.15
https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Bereshit/1.31
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What about this?




Shevet Halevi
Rabbi Shtern, D. 1988



The Question
19 [N'0 N 270 NNONN 7¥2 N'IY

N'IN7 17 NMIOXYW ONXRNT ,NO01N IN7XRYT YWpa
17 AWON 'X (OTIPn "0) 7"1n NIx 'aa 7y '7'on
NNIXN T0O9N7 17 AYWON I'X DAlL|'7'ON NIXN 07
NXP TINNT X N2 L,INNNRNA DX NT0NN NN

ATV 'N1IT ND7N7 YANa D'V NND X7 '

ND7N2 NNIN? U'DTY.



19 n'0 N 7N nndonn 7x¥a n"iv
,AY "7 and A"y and "1 ypy NAIMD A 2y ypyp Namd |'T (X 102707 n2ivn
"woni (2 NIX) INNNN 2NON NI PN 1K [I'7V0 2NN D4 9"y n'nn anm XNl
NN 177770 DA RIDLITNNNY Yy NAINDN DX PINNT1 772777 77 12'R1mand 5wd D
DA (2 - .('"K NIX) 227N 9"V 1IoK Wirviz NAIMD 2"y vy NaMd DA (2 - (A NIR)
- .("2 NIX) [2272™ 9™V NOXRY DRI NN YRV NAIMD 7INNY 1NN 70w Yy NAIND
1'X XN7Y2 UMY 7V 72K ;NI IR NIX DAMOA 70 Yy Namd2a arn 'R n'nn (T
VN2 yax "2 7y aiwn yay (0 - .("T NIX) Nn1I1ox Xxn7ya nvMY DA 22T NN
>"winl XTI NIN ORI 'R K0 A"V 1T "or (1 - .(" nIX) and [I"'7vn And Xa'wn
1'KY Yy Namd 2"y ypyp namda (7 - .(Q" nix) mnn yvina yay a"v aiwn yaxa
N'NN7 AWOK L [INNNN YRV NAIND 2INN21 772777 0 [1on 12'R1ENNIX X710 NIX X7 2ND
VIN2 yaxa [I'72vn DIYYT7 ANTT NN NIX? 70 Yy 'R D"wont ,n7'nn>% "o
NNT1,770 yron 12'R KINENW2 Yy NAIMD D'y DNRWI (N - (A" NIXR) pinnnn
NIwY7? 0"PY7 Mi7 ox (0 - (‘N NIXR) 127N X7 DNMIEINAT DINTR 7V KX A1y 'RY
('n NIX) 'NNT Q011 910 YYD X7 DX L1912 Y7Vi7 NAITD.
A"nwn ‘N XNY 'RNT TN L1'n owne "o



