Leprosy, ldentity and Yom
Haatzmaut

A unified theory of Tzaraat




Ex. 4- Moshe the leper?

NN YN AXITRY MR D YA yngt N7 7 0mReRT 01 nyn v But Moses spoke up and said, “What if they do not believe me and do not listen
to me, but say: The LORD did not appear to you?”

YR My TR [n7] [on] nm e ryx mx The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” And he replied, “A rod.”

Mo NYn 031 Wnay ' NYIX 1017 YR 107w Nt He said, “Cast it on the ground.” He cast it on the ground and it became a snake; and Moses
recoiled from it.

1922 NNy N iA I IT NYY 23T TRNL AT N7Y ndnT7y it et Then the LORD said to Moses, “Put out your hand and grasp it by the tail’—he put
out his hand and seized it, and it became a rod in his hand—

QY IRIPOY 7K DNNAN 7N DNAX 7N NN YR DR MKt [ynYy “that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, did appear to you.”

.....

hand into his bosom; and when he took it out, his hand was encrusted with snowy scales!

WA NAY NN i nn AR IZNTINCIT 2 7' 07N 3T awn nxd And He said, “Put your hand back into your bosom.”—He put his hand back into his
bosom; and when he took it out of his bosom, there it was again like the rest of his body.—



Lev. 14- Good old leprosy!

you enter the land of Canaan that | give you as a possession, and | inflict an
eruptive plague upon a house in the land you possess,

Rashi

[WHEN YOU COME TO THE LAND ...]Jl WILL PUT THE PLAGUE OF THE
LEPROSY — This was an announcement to them that these plagues would come
upon them (Sifra, Metzora, Section 5 4; Horayot 10a), because the Amorites
concealed treasures of gold in the walls of their houses during the whole 40 years
the Israelites were in the wilderness in order that these might not possess them
when they conquered Palestine, and in consequence of the plague they would pull
down the house and discover them (Leviticus Rabbah 17:6).



Numbers 12 -Miriam the Leper

NP7 DY) NYKTD NP7 WYX N'WIN NYRD NITRT7Y ngina Dnxl omn 1aTal Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman he had married: “He married a Cushite woman!”
NN VAW AT 02703 K7D NN 13T nwnatx 70 e They said, “Has the LORD spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us as well?” The LORD heard it.

(0) :NRTXD 11977y WX DI a0 TN [1y] 1y nyn Ykl Now Moses was a very humble man, more so than any other man on earth.

:DNYZY INY' TYIN 70X DRINYYY IXY DINNTINI TIONT7RI ngnT7y oRNo nin' i Suddenly the LORD called to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the Tent of Meeting.” So the three of them
went out.

DY XYY DI DX K7 70XD NN Tay] |3y TMva nint T The LORD came down in a pillar of cloud, stopped at the entrance of the Tent, and called out, “Aaron and Miriam!” The two of them came
forward;

[i272TX DiYN2 VTINN I'7X NN Nin' DN NICDN 2T Ktivny ' and He said, “Hear these My words: When a prophet of the LORD arises among you, | make Myself known to him in a vision, | speak

with him in a dream.

INID AXY 'D27722 nyin T 9787 Not so with My servant Moses; he is trusted throughout My household.

1NN TAVA AT DORY KT VT 01 NN T DATNR KT kOt AT TR N7 ng With him | speak mouth to mouth, plainly and not in riddles, and he beholds the likeness of the LORD. How then did you not
shrink from speaking against My servant Moses!”
271 0a ngn' gx 0 Still incensed with them, the LORD departed.

MYINNA NI DN DK (911 272 NYI¥n DN nanl 7aRn 7yn 1o vl As the cloud withdrew from the Tent, there was Miriam stricken with snow-white scales! When Aaron turned toward Miriam, he saw that

she was stricken with scales.



Leprosy of Naaman- |l Kings 5
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surely come out to me, and would stand and invoke the LORD his God by name,

and would wave his hand toward the spot, and cure the affected part.
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waters of Israel? | could bathe in them and be clean!” And he stalked off in a rage.



Il Kings 6- Gehazi

ININENIN AT A707NT NG T0A ['NR] (N0 v IR N T 7 Tyl k2T He entered and
stood before his master; and Elisha said to him, “Where have you been, Gehazi?” He replied,
“Your servant has not gone anywhere.”
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meet you? Is this a time to take money in order to buy clothing and olive groves and vineyards,

sheep and oxen, and male and female slaves?

(0) :A7¢2 YI¥N 111970 Y1 DZiV7 qUIT2 A2772TN jRYa Nwyl Surely, the leprosy of Naaman shall
cling to you and to your descendants forever.” And as [Gehazi] left his presence, he was
snow-white with leprosy.



Il Kings 7- 4 lepers
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There were four men, lepers, outside the gate. They said to one another, “Why
should we sit here waiting for death?



Il Chronicles 26
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incense to the LORD, but for the Aaronite priests, who have been consecrated, to
offer incense. Get out of the Sanctuary, for you have trespassed; there will be no
glory in it for you from the LORD God.”
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angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead in front of the priests in

the House of the LORD beside the incense altar.



Arachin 15b- Lashon Hara
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And Rabbi Yosei ben Zimra says: Anyone who speaks malicious
speech will be afflicted by leprous marks coming upon him, as it is
stated: “Whoever defames his neighbor in secret, | will destroy him
[atzmit]; whoever is haughty of eye and proud of heart, | will not suffer
him” (Psalms 101:5). And it is written there: “And the land shall not be
sold in perpetuity [letzmituf]; for the land is Mine; for you are strangers
and settlers with Me” (Leviticus 25:23). And we translate this term
letzmitut as lahalutin, in perpetuity or confirmed.



Rambam end of Tumat Tzaraat
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Arachin 16a- the kitchen sink
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'vin nNyx 7vi § Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani says that Rabbi
Yohanan says: Leprous marks come and afflict a person
for seven sinful matters: For malicious speech, for
bloodshed, for an oath taken in vain, for forbidden sexual
relations, for arrogance, for theft, and for stinginess.
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Haughtiness?

Sotah 5a
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Job?

377 (T3] 7V 9930 027 ¥ PIwa 2RI T2 3077 °19 DR 1o ke The Adversary departed from the presence of the LORD and
inflicted a severe inflammation on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.

9RI77IN2 2W° R 32 T30a7 Wn 9np1 He took a potsherd to scratch himself as he sat in ashes.

NP1 D78 T2 ANRN2 PUIOn TV AWK Y2 nRm His wife said to him, “You still keep your integrity! Blaspheme God and die!”
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(9) :rnatya 21X RPAX? NX]™222 2323 X7 ¥I77NR) 07987 NRR 223 2107708 03 *1270 112233 NAX 1372 779X N But he said to her,
“You talk as any shameless woman might talk! Should we accept only good from God and not accept evil?” For all that, Job

said nothing sinful.
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nyy [WHEN YOU COME TO THE LAND ...JI WILL
PUT THE PLAGUE OF THE LEPROSY - This was
an announcement to them that these plagues would
come upon them (Sifra, Metzora, Section 5 4;
Horayot 10a), because the Amorites concealed
treasures of gold in the walls of their houses during
the whole 40 years the Israelites were in the
wilderness in order that these might not possess
them when they conquered Palestine, and In
consequence of the plague they would pull down the
house and discover them (Leviticus Rabbah 17:6).



Leprosy, identity, Yom Haatzmaut






