Omer Time
Happy Days??



It's a sad time



Rabbi Akiva had twelve thousand pairs
of students in an area of land that
stretched from Gevat to Antipatris in
Judea, and they all died in one period of
time, because they did not give honor
one to another
Yev. 62b



From historical accounts we are able to track the rioting route of the crusaders: “On the 8th of lyar (May
3, 1096), the crusaders surrounded the synagogue of Speyer; unable to break into it, they attacked
any Jews they could find outside the synagogue, killing eleven of them. One of the victims, a woman,
preferring death to conversion, the only choice left open by the crusaders, inaugurated the tradition of
freely accepted martyrdom... On the 23rd of lyar (May 18, 1096) Worms suffered a similar fate. The
crusaders first massacred the Jews who had remained in their houses, then, eight days later, those who
had sought an illusory refuge in the bishop’s castle. The victims numbered about 800; only a few accepted
conversion and survived, the great majority choosing to be killed or suicide rather than apostasy... When
the crusaders, led by Emicho, arrived outside the town of Mainz on the 3rd of Sivan (May 27, 1096), the
burghers hastened to open the gates. The Jews took up arms under the leadership of Kalonymus ben
Meshullam. Weakened through fasting, for they had hoped to avert the disaster through exemplary piety,
the Jews had to retreat to the bishop’s castle; however the latter could do nothing for them, as he himself
had to flee before the combined assault of crusaders and burghers. After a brief struggle, a wholesale
massacre ensued. More than 1,000 Jews met their deaths, either at the enemy’s hands or their own.
Those who managed to escape were overtaken; almost no one survived. A comparable disaster
occurred in Cologne, where the community was attacked on the 6th of Sivan (May 30, 1096)...
There had been more than 5,000 victims.” (Encyclopaedia Judaica)
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It's a happy time
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Sefer Habatim 158
Based on Moreh Nevuchim
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It's a time of anxiety
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Fruits of Freedom Haggadah by Jon Greenberg
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Jer. 5) They have not said to themselves,
“Let us revere the LORD our God, Who
gives the rain, The early and late rain in
season, Who keeps for our benefit The
weeks appointed for harvest.”
Metzudat David

m' 70 "R2 D'YA TN NN R7Y D7 YD M DIRY 7Y inn 77 Ang nign Ny
(T7v:27 R INIMW) 2001 NI7Ip N'TDIR RIER DI DPON YR K7D N7WUTENT7R 00 KINW ;.



7NX' NIT2N

7V NIYIQY TV NOSN 1YX] D7IYNY 1191 1NX DYV X"
NN NN 1910 0T 792 XN'RTD NI7'RNIT NINIANN
NXIN NNIQN AT NO9NYW 191 NOS9] NIV INAN NN
DD7 NANNY T2 N09] NIV 197 1AMpn N"apn X
DN7N 'MY IX'AN NN NNAX NN 901 NITYAY AXIAN
1270 02PN K XN DN AT NIXVY 11910 NIXYI

|7'X NIN'S 027 1DI2N'Y 'TD NNXYY] 0NN 'MY 197
INT ANY 2191 AN 0™ 197 1201 NIIN NONX NN 90|

TD> AN 0'N 197 1201 N"2N MK XIN NIY 'YA

N C1DENMY mwa DD DIaAN'w.



NN X71 N"YUT 37N NIKIANN 'Y 117V
NII' DWA [NIRN 1'N7X "N DX N2 X1 D7)
127 MM NP NIPIN DIVIAY NV Yip'mi
NIXV7 NOY |'AYW NIVIAY YAV 17X



Radvaz
Metzudat David Mitzvah 389



RH 16a

It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yehuda said in the name of Rabbi
Akiva: For what reason did the Torah say: Bring the omer offering on the
second day of Passover? It is because Passover is the time of grain, the
beginning of the grain harvest season, and therefore the Holy One, Blessed

be He, said: Bring the omer offering before Me on Passover so that the
grain in the fields will be blessed for you. And for what reason did the

Torah say: Bring the offering of the two loaves from the new wheat on

Shavuot? |t is because Shavuot is the time of the fruits that grow on a
tree, when it begins to ripen, and therefore the Holy One, Blessed be He,
said: Bring the offering of the two loaves before Me on Shavuot so that

the fruits that grow on a tree will be blessed for you.



The omer is to bless the unripe wheat
And the two bread on Shavuot to bless
the fruit that didn’'t blossom yet



Also it is to go from the midat hadin to
midat harachamim, judgment to mercy



Akeidat Yitzchak
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It’'s a transitional time



Zohar

QYN ,ARX'Y [ ,NNXNIVN NRXI'Y NWKRD
SN XD QXL (DM nyaw) n% n19ol NN
71087 NOY 1YYI ,NARNIVN [N INX' D'I¥NN IRX'YD
(IN7w nxYPIN NN 12AT) ,0NAR [NYY 7Y

,N7V2%7 NUX 2P7 1awn 1wy nk7n%71 oun

NINL 7Y 0O'M' D'YNN 0N 17KR1,1NY JANNDNY
D'YUNN N7 Y'Y ;N1 XINY) ,X2N D71V TI0T7 X117
12'NT) ,N7V27 NYUXR 2271 DNInn 72971, (DY

(X"T Dy ni'mn Nany.



Pesach
Nissan
Yom Hashoah
Yom Haatzmaut
Lag BaOmer
Yom Yerushalaim
Sheloshet Yemei hagbalah



