Mabit and Maharit

Father and son insights



Father:
Rabbi Moshe ben Yosef Trani

Son: Rabbi Yosef d'Trani



The relation to Rav Yosef Karo, ARI

Mabit and R. Yosef Karo ordained by Mahari Bei Rav

Mabit took over as Rosh Beit din after R. Yosef Karo died

Mabit differed with R. Yosef Karo on selling Israel to gentiles

They made up on his death bed, R. Yosef Karo gave a brachah to little Maharit

The Alsheich, Rav Moshe, ordained by Mahari bei Rav & a student of R Karo
He said he saw a great light over his home the night of Maharit’s birth

Mystic, R. Moshe Cordovero, teacher of ARI, had chosen Maharit's name before
his birth



More on mishpacha!

He married the granddaughter of Rav Yosef Karo

He was orphaned at about 12 and studied under Rav Shlomo Sagis, father in law
to the ARI



Why Tzefat now?

Donna Gracia and her story!

Under the Maharit, it was over!

In 1558, she was granted a long-term lease on the Tiberias region in Galilee (part of Ottoman Syria at the time), from
Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent, in exchange for guaranteeing a substantial increase in the yearly tax revenues. The
Ottoman Empire, under the Sultan, had conquered that part of the Holy Land some years earlier, but it was largely a
desolate place. As a result, she obtained ruling authority over the Tiberias area. With the help of the Sultan, she then
began to rebuild the area's abandoned towns to make them available to refugees so they could settle there if they
wished. Her aim was to make Tiberias into a major new center of Jewish settlement, trade and learning. A Jewish
traveler who visited Tiberias around this time mentions how she had lent support to the Jewish community there, and
how after her death they were compelled to ask for Jewish donations elsewhere.

Why not Jerusalem?

This text is from a Franciscan priest named Francesco Suriano: “These dogs, the Jews, are steeped
upon, beaten and tortured, as well they should be. They live on this land in conditions of submission that
no words can describe... [and particularly] in Jerusalem ... where even the Muslims treat them like dogs.”


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiberias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galilee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Land

By the mid 16th cent---

There may have been 10,000 Jews! They had a good clothing industry.

At the end of the 16th cent, after Donna Gracia died, politics changed, some
Druze took over, Mabit left, R. Hayyim Vital, student of the ARI went to Damascus,
and Rabbi Yeshaya Horowitz went to Jerusaelm....



Mabit on Donna Gracia

Many daughters have done mightily but Chanah has risen above all.
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Anyone who wants to sign up for the congregation of the Seniora...



Tzfat comes to a close
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He and another rabbi had to go collect monies to pay for the taxes now levied...


https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%A2%D7%91_%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%91%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%AA
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/1596
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%98%D7%90

The real mystics of Tzefat

Rav Moshe Alscheich

From his preface to his commentary on the Pentateuch he says:

| never aimed at things too high or beyond me. From my earliest days the study of the Talmud was my chief occupation, and |
assiduously attended the yeshivah where | made myself familiar with the discussions of Abaye and Raba. The night | devoted to
research and the day to Halakha. In the morning | read the Talmud and in the afternoon the Posekim (Rabbinic legal decisions).
Only on Fridays could | find time for the reading of Scripture and Midrash in preparation for my lectures on the Sidra of the week
and similar topics, which | delivered every Sabbath before large audiences, eager to listen to my instruction.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeshiva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abaye
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rava_(amora)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halakha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midrash

Alscheich
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Shalah on Teruma

Shalah, Rabbi Yeshaya Horowitz, more of a Tiberian
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Back to the Mabit and Maharit

Great father and son Duos

Rabban Gamliel and R. Shimon ben Gamliel
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and R. Elazar
Rosh and Tur

The Soloveichic dynasty



Mabit accomplishments Maharit

Studied with R. Karo under R. Yaakov b. R. Studied with the Seder Hayom
Corresponded with R. Karo, Radvaz, Alscheich Head of Yeshiva in Tzfat
Wrote Kiryat Sefer on Rambam Headed his father’s shul

Beit Elokim on Tefilah, Teshuva, 13 principles Became Chief Rabbi, Constantinople
Commentary on Perek Shira Teacher of the Kenesset Hagedola
Took over Beit Din after R. Karo died Many students

Wrote 3 volumes, Teshuvot

Wrote on Kidushin, Shabbat, Ktubot

Wrote on Tzurat Habayit, beit ha-mikdash
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Mabit, Beit Elokim

On Prayer;

What is prayer? The requests of a person from G-d for something that is needed
that is not in his/her control.

A person should pray for mercy as if he is not worthy of it from his/her deeds...

A person should not pray to GOd on that which is not necessary for he/she is
bothering G-d for no reason.

If we can do it ourselves naturally, we should not ask from G-d to do miracles and
help us.



The purpose of the prayer is not to be answered but to show that there is no one
in the world worthy to pray to other than G-d. When we will be redeemed, our
prayers will be just praise, like angels...

The mitzvah to pray is not like other mitzvot in which intent may not be needed but
it is the main thing of prayer. But we say at the end of our prayers, Hear our
prayers, ie. even if we didn’t have proper intent.. Even if it was only lips deep...

We need a minyan because it is not fitting to praise G-d with a less auspicious
group.



Blessed are You... who commanded us in His
commandments...

We start off as chosen, we speak directly, as it was to be at Sinai, then we switch
to third person as we recall how we decided to let Moshe speak to us because we

are not ready..

At times of sorrow, we scream our prayers, figuratively or literally to reflect the
intensity.



Rav Yosef Karo vs. the Mabit

From the Maharit
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Mabit responsa

Rabbi Joseph

7D 3" DXy OO0 DO D OF D70 T oppy e Y9
b3 opPDY oPNE Y33 DWND 7 DB PMIDO DI

LIP3 ©°5720 PIFD3 OVIS 7 PSD3 DN PPYoody Wiy Duyp
MSIM MID3 ©'370 1O ©b YBI5 *1 o) ob th3 M1 Op
D1HY DH30D WA 1V'ID PTOO3 OO5 ON CNPD YOD D3IDd Om
7 OEIDNO MI371 WM Hoop; HOTI3 By HI3po I o
DO OPD TV (HM PYT OOE OD'OE PO DIE3 D33 P DEPW
n3p Y0 YD /B S0 3D OLYEo DB yn XD oo
£*900) DN OB ¥ gEr &0 ©apo nb 0'hY i prE3 opy ¥
"DRAEY OF OD YD p3ID3p oN PLd 1 P pioy mum oMIn
30505 W3 3% ©pIend 937 5Mm p3ns b nrH0o dyorn? 303 D
b3h *dv jopp 0% dv 3pod £ow kr Ep3 DYDY O D 13033
DMY'Dp 3035 0opy ~b3 062> 0 dr opILys 373y joVE oY b

: 203 NpH3 0 *H3 M PPIPs VL



On the other hand, Rav Karo had written..

Avkat Rochel
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They made a cherem against those who didn’t take truma and maaser tithing from
shmita produce. “R”M of Trani hardened his heart to act on his ruling with a mighty
hand...



A magical time

ARI

Rabbi Joseph Karo
Rabbi Chaim Vital
Mabit

Maharit

Shalah

Alsheich

Rabbi Shlomo Alkabetz



It was a mystical time, a magical time, a time of growth,
hope..

Was it a forerunner to modern Zionism?

Are we seeing a similar uptick in mystics and scholars in our day?



