Covenant and Coins



Ex. 24
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Moses then wrote down all the commands of the LORD. Early in the morning, he set up
an altar at the foot of the mountain, with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel.
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He designated some young men among the Israelites, and they offered burnt offerings
and sacrificed bulls as offerings of well-being to the LORD.
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Moses took one part of the blood and put it in basins, and the other part of the blood he
dashed against the altar.
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Then he took the record of the covenant and read it aloud to the people. And they said,
“All that the LORD has spoken we will faithfully do!”
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Moses took the blood and dashed it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the
covenant that the LORD now makes with you concerning all these commands.”



Chagigah 6a
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The Gemara responds: Beit Hillel hold that the burnt-offering that the Jewish people
sacrificed in the desert at Mount Sinai was the daily burnt-offering, which is a communal
offering, as there were no individual burnt-offerings before the giving of the Torah. And Beit
Shammai hold that the burnt-offering that the Jewish people sacrificed in the desert at
Mount Sinai was a burnt-offering of appearance, which is an individual offering.



Parashat Shekalim
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This is what everyone who is entered in the records shall pay: a half-shekel by the
sanctuary weight—twenty gerahs to the shekel—a half-shekel as an offering to the

LORD.
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the rich shall not pay more and the poor shall not pay less than half a shekel when
giving the LORD'’s offering as expiation for your persons.



What is the money for? Rambam, Shekalim
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What did they do with the appropriation? They bring with it the daily burnt-offerings
(tamidim) and the additional burnt-offerings (musafim) and their libations, the omer
and the two loaves and the showbread and all the other public offerings. Those
who guard the aftergrowths of the seventh year take their wages out of the
appropriation from the chamber. Rabbi Yose says: [if a man wished] he could
volunteer to watch without payment. But they said to him: you too admit that they
can only be offered out of public funds.



Rambam, mitzvah 171
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What is the half shekel for?

See Rambam above vs. Rambam in Shekalim
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He designated some young men among the Israelites, and they offered
burnt offerings and sacrificed bulls as offerings of well-being to the LORD.
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Moses took one part of the blood and put it in basins, and the other part of
the blood he dashed against the altar.
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Then he took the record of the covenant and read it aloud to the people. And

they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will faithfully do!



See any halves in there?



Ohev Yisrael, The Opter Rebbe

| think he is talking about this...
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Shem Mishmuel, Sochochover
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Shem Mishmuel
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Toras Emes
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Shulchan Aruch 249
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One should never give less than one-third of a Shekel a year and if he gives less
than this, he does not fulfil the command to be charitable.



