Is It Ever Time to Cancel the
Fast Days?



Rosh Hashanah 18a
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In six months of the year the messengers go out from the court in Jerusalem to report throughout Eretz
Yisrael and the Diaspora which day was established as the New Moon, the thirtieth or the thirty-first day since the
previous New Moon. They go out in the month of Nisan, due to Passover, so that people will know on which
day to celebrate it; in the month of Av, due to the fast of the Ninth of Av; in Elul, due to Rosh HaShana,
which begins thirty days after the New Moon of Elul; in Tishrei, due to the need to establish the correct dates
on which to celebrate the Festivals of Tishrei, i.e., Yom Kippur and Sukkot; in Kislev, due to Hanukkah; and
in Adar, due to Purim.

And when the Temple was standing, messengers would also go out in the month of Iyyar due to small
Passover, i.e., second Pesah, which occurs on the fourteenth of Iyyar. This holiday allowed those who were
ritually impure or on a distant journey on the fourteenth of Nisan, and therefore incapable of bringing the Paschal
lamb at that time, to bring their Paschal lamb a month later.



So did they fast for Tisha B’Av in the second temple
period?

First Temple 1000 BCE to 586 BCE

Second Temple 516 BCE to 70 CE



Rambam ibid.
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They went out for Tisha B’Av and when there was a

Temple, they went out (also) for lyyar for Pesach
Sheni.

Cairo Geniza
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What about today?



RH 18b
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As Rav Hana bar Bizna said that Rabbi Shimon Hasida said: What is the meaning
of that which is written: “Thus said the Lord of hosts: The fast of the fourth month,
and the fast of the fifth, and fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall
become times of joy and gladness, and cheerful seasons, to the house of Judah”
(Zechariah 8:19). It calls them days of “fast” and it calls them “times of joy and
gladness.” How so? When there is peace in the world, they will be times of joy
and gladness, on which eulogies and fasting are forbidden; but when there is no
peace, they are days of fasting. In a time when there is no peace, why are
messengers not sent out also for the fourth and tenth months, so that people can
know when to observe the fasts?



more..
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Rav Pappa said that this is what it is saying: When there is peace in the world and the Temple is
standing, these days will be times of joy and gladness; when there is persecution and troubles for the
Jewish people, they are days of fasting; and when there is no persecution but still no peace, neither
particular troubles nor consolation for Israel, the halakha is as follows: If people wish, they fast, and if
they wish, they do not fast. Since there is no absolute obligation to fast, messengers are not sent out for
these months.
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What is peace?

Rashi
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Rabbeinu Chananel
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Debate

Rashi: Now it is just a Rabbinic thing if we decide to do it.

Ramban: Now we decided and keep it as an obligation

I'YUOYI L[ IYNN NNYNNYT7 7Y AN XY RXE ' RI7Y 'R, NIRYNNT DN'YY 'NM0N 'R NIRYNNYT K79 13011 7XIY 2N 1Ix)
INW NNY DY RNYA N L1770 DN "Y1, T YNo'? T'NY7 1I0K 12197 ,00'7Y 17271 NIRYNNT 1201 1¥1 12D
[N WN9Y7 'R T'N'N 72K 01N — ¥ X7 "9" 1w"N1al "D mapni n7ap NaTn ninvnne oo rarn )20 ,01I7v NI
1"pn o] .1on 31 . "nnynn% X9 i 1van X nt 7 1asin|]

Rambam: Taaniot

niyn
V
WHYIMIDL [V 4PYT D2 RYI'D] NAIRI 2T NI¥A |22 D7 XY 12T 72 N7 "Niny¥na Dyl DINX XD XD W (0

|t is a positive commandment from the Torah to cry out and to sound trumpets for all troubles that come
upon the community; as it is stated (Numbers 10:9), "upon an enemy who attacks you and you sound
trumpets." That is to say, [with] every matter that troubles you — such as famine, a plague, locusts and



According to the Rambam, what obliges a fast?

l, 4
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And it is (a rabbinic commandment) from the words of the Scribes to fast for each trouble that
comes upon the community until they are granted mercy from the Heavens. And on these fast
days, we yell out with prayers and supplicate and sound only the trumpets. And if they were in the
Temple, they would sound trumpets and the shofar. The shofar blows short and the trumpets blow
long, since the commandment of the day is with trumpets. And we only blow with the trumpets and
the shofar at the same time in the Temple, as it is stated (Psalms 78:6), "With trumpets and the
blast of the horn raise a shout before the Lord, the King."



And... 5, 1
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There are days that all the people of Israel observe as fasts on account of the
tragic events which occurred on them, the purpose being to appeal to the hearts
and to lay open the paths of repentance. This serves as a reminder of our evil
doings, and the deeds of our fathers which were like ours now, resulting in the
afflictions endured by them and by us. By remembering these things we are likely
to repent and do right, as it is written: "They shall confess their sins and the sins of
their fathers..." (Leviticus 26:40).



Rav

Rashi holds that it has to have element of Tzara even now

Rambam holds that churban is tzara by definition.



How big must the tzara be to have a public fast?
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Who gets to decide?

See Ramban above

Otzar Hageonim
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What difference does it make whether
the fast is obligatory or just something
we decided to do?
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Shulchan Aruch



Shulchan Aruch 550

4. On Shabbos before a fast, a Community Representative (Shaliach Tzibur)
announces the fast except for Tisha B'av, Yom Kippur, and the Fast of Purim
(Taanis Esther). The remainder is forces (9">x - Aleph - tisHA bav Kof - yom
Klppur Geh - Purim) on him his mouth. (see Proverbs 16:26) Parentheses the
custom of Ashkenazim is not to announce even one of them (of the fasts).



