The Jacobian Work
Ethic
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Midrash Tanaim 5, 14
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Beloved is work that of all
the creatures he made

He only gave it to the humans.
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Beloved is work for all the
prophets engaged in it.

Jacob, Moses, David and Amos (shepherds)



Jacob and Work
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He said, “What shall | pay you?” And Jacob said, “Pay me nothing! If you will
do this thing for me, | will again pasture and keep your flocks:

Birkat Asher on Torah, Genesis 30:31:1
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Lavan wanted to give Yaakov a one time gift but Yaakov hated gifts. He
wanted to work on a salary.
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“These twenty years | have spent in your service, your ewes and
she-goats never miscarried, nor did | feast on rams from your flock.
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That which was torn by beasts | never brought to you; | myself made
good the loss; you exacted it of me, whether snatched by day or
snatched by night.
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Often, scorching heat ravaged me by day and frost by night; and
sleep fled from my eyes.
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Of the twenty years that | spent in your household, | served you
fourteen years for your two daughters, and six years for your
flocks; and you changed my wages time and again.



Rashi

N2 02 or 'man WHETHER STOLEN BY DAY OR STOLEN BY
NIGHT — everything | paid back.



Rav Yosef Bechor Shor
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| was so careful in guarding that | did not sleep like others
and because | knew that | did my work so faithfully how could
you have suspected me of robbery?



Rambam, laws of hired workers 13, 7
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Just as the employer is warned against robbing the wage of the poor workman, and
against delaying it, so is the poor workman warned against robbing the employer by
idling away his time on the job, a little here and a little there, thus wasting the entire
day deceitfully. He must be scrupulous throughout the time of work. Also, he is
required to work to the best of his ability, as the upright Jacob said: "l have served
your father with all my strength” (Genesis 31:6). For this reason, he was rewarded
even in this world, as it is written: "The man became exceedingly rich" (30:43).



Tosephta BM 8
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A worker cannot do his work at night and hire himself out during the
day, to plow his cow at night and rent it out in the morning. He cannot
make himself famished and give away his lunch allowance for it is
stealing from the boss.



Gra: Source for Rambam: BM 91b, mishnah
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And with regard to all of these cases the Sages said that he may eat only at the
time of work. But due to the obligation to restore lost property to its owners,
i.e., so that workers would not neglect their task, they said that laborers may eat
as they walk from one row of a vineyard or plantation to another row, and upon
their return from the winepress. And with regard to a donkey, it is permitted to
eat when it is being unloaded. This statement will be explained in the Gemara.



Rambam ibid. 6
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And with regard to all of these cases the Sages said that he may eat only at the time of work.
But due to the obligation to restore lost property to its owners, i.e., so that workers would not
neglect their task, they said that laborers may eat as they walk from one row of a vineyard or
plantation to another row, and upon their return from the winepress. And with regard to a
donkey, it is permitted to eat when it is being unloaded. This statement will be explained in the
Gemara.



Hag. Maimoniot, re. teachers
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The JT says Rabbi Yochanan to a place and saw a teacher who was sick and
asked why and he said he fasted a lot He said to him, you are forbidden. For
working for people you can'’t, for G-d’s work certainly! And the Aviasaf said a
teacher cannot stay up laterer than his bedtime ...(Raavya)



Tana d’bei Eliyahu Rabbah 15
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Mishlei 22: Did you see a man assiduously working on his trade.. From here we
say that a worker who got a job from his boss is obligated to do it the way the boss
wanted and if he did not.. The verse says, Cursed is hte man who makes the work
of G-d trickery. Jer. 48, 10



Shulchan Aruch ChM 337
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You can only eat during work and you cannot say, | stopped myself from eating
and now | will sit and eat so you don’t stop working...



ibid.
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A worker is not permitted to do work at night and to hire himself out
in the day. He cannot go hungry or undergo privations and yet feed
his children with his food because he lessens his employer’s work.
At a diminished strength he will not have the strength to do the
employer's work.



ibid.
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The worker is enjoined from wasting time, a bit here and there but should
be careful with time for the Sages were careful not to say the 4th blessing
of benching and you have to work with all your might for Jacob the
Righteous said, | worked for your father with all my might and therefore he
was rewarded as it says, the man grew very very wealthy.



Berachot 16a
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The Sages taught in a Tosefta: Laborers who were working for a homeowner
are obligated to recite Shema and recite the blessings before it and after it;
and when they eat their bread they are obligated to recite the blessing before
and after it; and they are obligated to recite the Amida prayer. However, they
do not descend before the ark as communal prayer leaders and the priests
among them do not lift their hands to recite the Priestly Blessing, so as not to be
derelict in the duties they were hired to perform.



But... Rambam Moreh Nvuchim, 3, 51
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For it is known from statements made in Scripture that these four, viz., the
Patriarchs and Moses, had their minds exclusively filled with the name of God, that
Is, with His knowledge and love; and that in the same measure was Divine
Providence attached to them and their descendants. When we therefore find them
also, engaged in ruling others, in increasing their property, and endeavouring to
obtain possession of wealth and honour, we see in this fact a proof that when they
were occupied in these things, only their bodily limbs were at work, whilst their
heart and mind never moved away from the name of God.



Mechilta d’'Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai
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Workers can enter the Holy of Holies



Otzar midrashim Eizenstein gadol ugdola
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cont’d..
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Happy is one who is happy with his lot and makes a living from his work for with
this good trait he will be saved from several sins, from jealousy and coveting and
stealing...



Avot D’Rabbi Natan ver. 2, ch. 21
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Jacob
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Often, scorching heat ravaged me by day and frost by night; and sleep fled from
my eyes.

Redak

seeing that | did not want to entrust the flock to another shepherd, | was forced to
endure the sun’s heat by day and the extreme cold at night. | denied myself sleep
at night for fear something could happen to any of the animals.



Midrash Sechel Tov
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When a person thinks at night about his calcuations he can't sleep and so Jacob said tomorrow maybe a wild
.animal will attack my sheep.. Therefore his sleep was stolen


https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Esther/6.1

Day and night
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That which was torn by beasts | never brought to you; | myself made good the
loss; you exacted it of me, whether snatched by day or snatched by night.

Rashi:
WHETHER STOLEN BY DAY OR STOLEN BY NIGHT — everything | paid back.
Ibn Balaam

72°21 anY nnw, I worked hard by day and night



The result: Vayishlach
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Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the break of dawn.

Rashi

AND JACOB WAS LEFT ALONE — He had forgotten some small jars and he
returned for them (Chullin 91a).

N"¥ ['7IN) DR'7Y 2TNI DIV} D'9 NY):



Source for Rashi, Chullin 91a
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The Gemara returns to the verse of Jacob wrestling with the angel. The verse states: “And Jacob was
left alone; and a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day” (Genesis 32:25). Rabbi Elazar
says: The reason Jacob remained alone was that he remained to collect some small pitchers that had
been left behind. From here it is derived that the possessions of the righteous are dearer to them
than their bodies. And why do they care so much about their possessions? It is because they do not
stretch out their hands to partake of stolen property.

Hida: Marit Haayin:
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