In Defense of Isaac

Defense



First, the prosecution

He loved Esav
He tried to bless Esav
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G-d never called out, Isaac, Isaac!

Zohar

12 2IMD K7W PNXM YIN ,ApY' QpY' ,NYN nwnN 07" T¥N 70Q RXNN DI
,NTN D71V 12 NN'NY L,INNWI QRY' DTN 7V 2171W nYYIAY DIYN XN
1T N7WUN 72X 17 "XaY 1'AT) ,0'NMNN NN )N DNNART? 17 1NaY (11
(N¥X' PNX' X171 X7 2 7W1) 82N D212 mnwa 19X narn L (wan X
INX' 2V KX (1N 7Y 7V) My X A"apn TR X7W R¥YNN DT DIl
TIV OV ["VI,2' N)) ...NNJ QAWNIY DIYN)



The facts: What do we know about him

Avraham stories
Binding of Isaac, Finding Isaac a bride
He is in the field (praying?) He loves Rivka- and Esav
G-d appears to him and makes a promise
His wife is almost abducted and he gets out of it

He planted and it was blessed 100 fold



He dug the wells his dad dug

He digs three wells and the last succeeded
GO0d appears again to bless him

He builds an altar

Avimelch begs him to make a berit

He found water in Be’er Sheva

He didn’t like Esav’s wives

He blessed Yaakov by mistake but then blesses him with the Blessing of Avraham and
tells him not to take a Canaanite wife

He lives the longest, 180 years



The Defense

JT His name never changed
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Isaac prayed for his wife

R D Tzvi Hoffmann
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This 1s the history of the generations of Isaac son of Avraham,
Abraham gave birth to Isaac.
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Bereshit/21.12

Solutions to barrenness

Avraham took Hagar

Jacob took mandrakes, had concubines

Isaac prayed



Did he really like Esav better?
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He can't go to Egypt
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7a0xn 790 8 GO NOT DOWN INTO EGYPT - Because he thought of going down to
Egypt as his father had gone down in time of famine. He said to him, "Do not go down to
Egypt for you are a burnt-offering without blemish and residence outside the Holy Land is

not befitting you" (Genesis Rabbah 64:3).
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Compare dealing with Avimelech
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Abimelech called Isaac, and said, “Behold, surely she is your wife. Why did you say,
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‘She 1s my sister?’” Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Lest I die because of her.
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Besides, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my
mother; and she became my wife.
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His success
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Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year one hundred times what
he planted. Hashem blessed him.



Rerun

AN 17 P 2
J
PPN 17 NRTIWE MWD DAY 177 NN DN N A O AY?R O

- -

Isaac dug again the wells of water, which they had dug in the days of Abraham his father. For
the Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham. He called their names after the
names by which his father had called them.



Malbim: the meaning of the wells
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Avraham makes a brit with Avimelech

Yitzchak
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He wasn’t blind to Esav
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They grieved Isaac’s and Rebekah’s spirits.
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R. Avraham son of Rambam
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and give you the blessing of Abraham, to you, and to your seed with you, that you
may inherit the land where you travel, which God gave to Abraham.”
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Shabbat 89b

Apropos the Jewish people assessing their forefathers, the Gemara cites a related teaching. Rabbi
Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: What is the meaning of that which is
written: “For You are our Father; for Abraham knows us not, and Israel does not
acknowledge us; You, Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer, everlasting is Your name” (Isaiah
63:16). In the future that will surely come, the Holy One, Blessed be He, will say to Abraham:
Your children have sinned against Me. Abraham will say before Him: Master of the Universe,
if so, let them be eradicated to sanctify Your name. God said: | will say it to Jacob. Since he
experienced the pain of raising children, perhaps he will ask for mercy on their behalf. He
said to Jacob: Your children have sinned. Jacob said before Him: Master of the Universe, if
so, let them be eradicated to sanctify Your name. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said: There is
no reason in elders and no wisdom in youth. Neither Abraham nor Jacob knew how to respond
properly. He said to Isaac: Your children have sinned against Me. Isaac said before Him:
Master of the Universe, are they my children and not Your children? At Sinai, when they

accorded precedence to “We will do” over “We will listen” before You, didn’t You call them,
“Mv con Mv firetborn <on lerael” (Fxodiic 4:22)? Now that thev have <inned are thev mv



Rashi: he couldn't marry a
concubine
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Gen. 25,26
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That night the LORD appeared to him and said, “| am the God of your father
Abraham. Fear not, for | am with you, and | will bless you and increase your
offspring for the sake of My servant Abraham.”
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He had already proven himself in his whole life



He he built an altar and called in the name of G-d

The Rambam’s son
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He is Gan eden

He is continuity

Shem Mishmuel: He is the koach hachidush, renewal, the beginning of Israel
He is erez Israel

He is olah temimah

The missing years- old or spiritual?



