The Importance of Not
Being a Lemech!



The Context, Abel’'s murder and..
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Lamech took to himself two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other was
Zillah.
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Adah bore Jabal; he was the ancestor of those who dwell in tents and amidst herds.

AIVI IR WHRTID AN NI KID 7200 1'DN DY

And the name of his brother was Jubal; he was the ancestor of all who play the lyre and the pipe.
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As for Zillah, she bore Tubal-cain, who forged all implements of copper and iron. And the sister of
Tubal-cain was Naamah.
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Lamech said to his wives, “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice, wives of
Lamech, listen to my speech, for I have slain a man for wounding me, a
young man for bruising me.
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If Cain will be avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times.”



Rashi

HEAR MY VOICE - For his wives separated from him because he had killed
Cain and Tubal-Cain, his own son. Lamech was blind and Tubal-Cain used to lead
him. The latter saw Cain and thought him to be an animal. He therefore told his
father to draw the bow, and thus Lamech killed him. As soon as he learned that it
was his forefather Cain, he smote his hands together, struck his son between them
and so killed him too. His wives thereupon separated from him, and he
endeavoured to appease them, saying >»p wnw "Hear my voice"— obey me and
return to me: for the man I slew — was he slain by my wounding? i.e. did I wound
him with premeditation, that the wound should be called by my name (i.e.
attributed to me); and the child that I slew — was it slain by my blow? (i.e. by a
blow directed intentionally by me?)Did I not act inadvertently and not with
premeditation? This was not my wound, nor was this my blow!



That is why you don’t want to be a Lemech!



His wives are worried!



Ramban: He’s not so bad or was like Mr. Nobel
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R. Yosef Bechor Shor, he was reassuring them!
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Moshav ZEkeinim: you do your part, G-d will do his..



R. Amnon Bazak

He thought he would be protected like Cain, but he didn’t have a promise.

JF: He didn’t repent!!



He was a nagged husband...



Shadal- leave me alone!
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Rashbam- it shows G-d keeps his promises
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And don’t have two wives!!
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Bereshit/30.2
https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Shemuel%20I/1.8
https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Bereshit/30.2

Mahari Kara, G-d will get you! And don’t have 2 wives!
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Redak-well, let's say he was not politically correct!
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Worse:
The
Malbim:
He is
boasting

Chis poetic outburs.t 1S mystifying in content. Is it a song of
ament or the boastings of one who is about to display his pro-

vess? The latter opinion sounds more plausible. Indeed this is
iow Malbim explains it:

Lemech is here warning people against standing in his way, boast-
ing how he killed a man who had inflicted on him a wound.
During the struggle the victim had managed to give him a bruise
which is lighter than a wound and in exchange he had killed
his children too. There is no one who can mndaamst me and
seek vengeance since there is no way of bringing n 48 justice
because 1 am too powerful. If you say (Lemech arguec) that
I shall be punished by heaven then I rep
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Lemech the preacher, R. Hirsch
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The other Lemech from Shet was the father of...
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When Lamech had lived 182 years, he begot a son.
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And he named him Noah, saying, “This one will provide us relief from our work
and from the toil of our hands, out of the very soil which the LORD placed under a
curse.”

Two typologies of human!




