The Meaning and Sources
of







Clapping Hoshanot




Succah 4, 5
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The mitzvah of the aravah how was it [performed]?There was a place below Jerusalem called Moza. They
went down there and gathered tall branches of aravot and then they came and stood them up at the sides
of the altar, and their tops were bent over the altar. They then sounded a teki'ah [long blast], a teru’ah
[staccato blast] and again a teki’ah. Every day they went round the altar once, saying, “O Lord, save us, O
Lord, make us prosper” (Psalms 118:. Rabbi Judah says: “Ani vaho, save us.” On that day they went
round the altar seven times. When they departed, what did they say? “O altar, beauty is to you! O altar,
beauty is to you!” Rabbi Eliezer said: [they would say,] “To the Lord and to you, O altar, to the Lord and to

you, O altar.”



Ibid. 6
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As was its performance on a weekday, so was its performance on Shabbat, except
that they would gather them on the eve of Shabbat and place them in golden
basins so that they would not become wilted. Rabbi Yohanan ben Beroka says:
they used to bring palm branches and they would beat them on the ground at the
sides of the altar, and that day was called “[the day of] the beating of the palm
branches.”



What is hibut? Banging or shaking?

Note three activities, ntilah, taking, zekifa, standing them on the sides of the altar
and hibbut...
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What do you go around with”? Succah 43b
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Abaye raised an objection to Rav Yosef from a mishna: On every day the people circle the altar one time, and on that day, the
seventh day of the willow branch, they circle it seven times. What, is the mishna not referring to circling the altar with the willow
branch in hand? He answered him: No, it is referring to circling the altar with a lulav. Abaye objects: But didn’t Rav Nahman say that
Rabba bar Avuh said: They would circle the altar with the willow branch? Rav Yosef said to him: He said to you with the willow
branch; however, my authority is no less than his, as we are both amora’im, and | say that they circle the altar with a lulav. It was
stated that this was the subject of dispute between other amora’im as well. Rabbi Elazar says: They circle the altar with a lulav. Rav
Shmuel bar Natan said that Rabbi Hanina said: They circle the altar with the willow branch. And likewise, Rav Nahman said that
Rabba bar Avuh said: They would circle the altar with the willow branch.



Do you know where they are going?
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Kelim 1, 9
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The area between the porch (ulam) and the altar is holier, for [priests] who have
blemishes or unkempt hair may not enter it.



Ritz Geyat hil. lulav
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That which the Gaon said that an Israelite cannot go there that is if they are not
worshipping but for a mitzvah they may...



Rl Megash, Shut 43
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They didn’t go all the way around. They stood there, left, and came back..



Well, the Yalkut Shimoni has an opinion too
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Today, Rav Saadya Gaon’s Siddur
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https://www.yeshiva.org.il/siteprojects/AngularApp/dist/he/#8b

The source? GGeonim, Shaarei teshuva 31
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The LORD is God; He has given us light; bind the festal offering to the horns of the altar with cords.



Some only went around on the 7th day
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Why does everyone go around? Taz on Shulchan aruch
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It doesn’t have to be exactly like the beit hamikdash



What is the source of the hoshanot, 7th day willow?

Succah 34a
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Abba Shaul says: “Willows” in the plural teaches that there are two mitzvot that involve use of the willow branch. One is the willow
branch for the Iulav, and one is the willow branch taken for the Temple, with which the people would circle the altar on Sukkot.

Succah 44a
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The Gemara asks: In accordance with whose opinion did Rava say this? If we say that Rava said this in accordance with the opinion
of Abba Shaul, didn’t he say that it is written: Willows of the river, i.e., in the plural, indicating two willow branches, one for the
lulav and one for the Temple? In his opinion, the mitzva of the willow branch in the Temple is also a mitzva by Torah law. If Rava said
this in accordance with the opinion of the Rabbis, they learned this as a halakha transmitted to Moses from Sinai, as Rabbi Asi
said that Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Nehunya of the valley of Beit Hortan: The halakha of the ten saplings, the
mitzva of the willow branch in the Temple, and the mitzva of the water libation on the altar during the festival of Sukkot are each a
halakha transmitted to Moses from Sinai.



Who brought the Arava and where?

Rambam: only in the mikdash

Succah 43b
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Rashi vs. Rambam: Who did it?
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What do you do?

Succah 43a
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Rabbi Ami said that the willow branch requires a certain measure. The Gemara asks: And what is its requisite measure? Rav
Nahman said: It is three branches of moist leaves. And Rav Sheshet said: It is even one leaf and one branch. The Gemara
wonders about the statement of Rav Sheshet: Does it enter your mind that one takes a single leaf and a single branch separately?
Rather, emend Rav Sheshet’s statement and say: One fulfills his obligation even with one leaf on one branch.
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§ The Gemara relates that Aivu, father of the amora Rav, said: | was standing before Rabbi Elazar bar Tzadok, and a certain man
brought a willow branch before him to fulfill the mitzva. He took it and waved it; he waved it and did not recite a blessing. This
indicates that he holds that the mitzva of the willow branch is a custom of the prophets and is therefore performed without a
blessing. Similarly, the Gemara relates that Aivu and Hizkiya, sons of the daughter of Rav, brought a willow branch before Rav to
fulfill the mitzva. He waved it; he waved it and did not recite a blessing. This indicates that he, too, holds that it is a custom of the
prophets.



Why don’t we do 7 days with the arava?

121232 7707 72 PV A D97 727V S WIPRY 007 AYaW Y 3072V — 11232 A7INA 12 R0 07 NPRT 2719 (R2IT PRwn 7027 27 IR KOR
QW) WIpn? 73T IYaw 11°72Y K9 ).

"y wIon T'AT 20 NAIYN DX

AR PITX 927 7Y L1200 IRY 707 RITL,PITY 72 MYOR 0272 (2"y) TAPY JWARTD LI1TAY R TR OV DA — vaw 77 13972V R9T
O DRODAN 1271 YW 227 TYOHR 027 12927 ,°ROT 12 Jam 020 a0,
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Thanks to R. Yehuda Zuldan for the sources,
minhagim
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Hoshanot for rain??
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