The Art of Waving a Lulav




The mishnah 37b starts with When to wave it!
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MISHNA: And where in the recitation of hallel would they wave the /ulav? They would do so at the verse: “Thank the Lord, for He is
good” (Psalms 118:1, 29) that appears at both the beginning and the end of the psalm, and at the verse: “Lord, please save us”
(Psalms 118:25); this is the statement of Beit Hillel. And Beit Shammai say: They would wave the lulav even at the verse: “Lord,
please grant us success” (Psalms 118:25). Rabbi Akiva said: | was observing Rabban Gamliel and Rabbi Yehoshua and saw
that all the people were waving their lulavim, and the two of them waved their /ulav only at: “Lord, please save us,” indicating
that this is the halakha.



Tosaphot: Why?
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Shalah

INT' X7 1291 TINK NIX DRI TIONT,YIN 1972 27170 191,119 '97) IMNTWI 170! 27170 DX 7107 Xan D XN ‘N Ny,



The Gemara wonders where it says to wave it?
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GEMARA: The Gemara asks about the premise of the mishna. With regard to waving, who
mentioned it? As no previous mention was made of waving the lulav, it is a non sequitur when the
tanna begins discussion of the details of the custom. The Gemara answers: The tanna is basing
himself on the mishna there (29b), which states: Any lulav that has three handbreadths in
length, sufficient to enable one to wave with it, is fit for use in fulfilling the mitzva. As the custom
of waving the lulav was already established there, here the tanna is saying: Where would they
wave the lulav?



A parallel
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We learned in a mishna there (Menahot 61a): With regard to the two loaves and the two lambs offered on the festival of Shavuot,
how does he perform their waving before the altar? He places the two loaves atop the two lambs, and places his hand beneath
them, and waves to and fro to each side, and he raises and lowers them, as it is stated: “Which is waved and which is lifted”
(Exodus 29:27), indicating that there is waving to the sides as well as raising and lowering.



Why? What does this tell us about this waving?
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Rabbi Yohanan said: He moves them to and fro to dedicate them to He Whom the four directions are His. He raises and lowers
them to He Whom the heavens and earth are His. In the West, Eretz Yisrael, they taught it as follows. Rabbi Hama bar Ukva said
that Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: He moves them to and fro in order to request a halt to harmful winds, storms and
tempests that come from all directions; he raises and lowers them in order to halt harmful dews and rains that come from above.



Tosaphot 37b
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Is it important?
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Rabbi Yosei bar Avin said, and some say that it was Rabbi Yosei bar Zevila who said: That is to say,
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non-essential aspects of a mitzva avert calamity, as waving is a non-essential aspect of the mitzva, since even if one failed to
wave the loaves he fulfilled his obligation, and nevertheless it halts harmful winds and dews. And Rava said: And likewise one
should conduct himself the same way with a lulav, i.e., one should wave it to and fro and raise and lower it for the same reasons.
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On which words do you wave?
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An alternate, rejected approach
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When Rav Aha bar Ya’akov would move the /ulav to and fro, he would say: This is an arrow in the eye of Satan, as despite his
best efforts, the Jewish people continue to joyously fulfill mitzvot. The Gemara notes: That is not a proper manner of conduct, as it will

induce Satan to come to incite him to sin. Gloating due to his victory over the evil inclination will lead Satan to redouble his efforts to
corrupt him.



Is it essential? Succah 41b-42a
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§ The mishna continues: Rabbi Yosei says that if the first day of the Festival occurs on Shabbat, and one forgot and carried the lulav
out into the public domain, he is exempt from liability to bring a sin-offering. Abaye said:
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The Sages taught that he is exempt only in a case where he did not yet fulfill his obligation. However, if he already fulfilled his
obligation and he carries the lulav out, he is liable to bring a sin-offering. The Gemara asks: Is it possible to carry the lulav without
fulfilling one’s obligation? Didn’t he, from the moment that he lifted it, fulfill his obligation with it? Abaye said: It is referring to a
case where he overturned it and lifted it. One fulfills his obligation only when lifting it in the manner in which it grows.



When do you shake it?

Succah 38a
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MISHNA: With regard to one who was coming along the way and did not have a lulav in his hand to take and fulfill the mitzva
while traveling, when he enters his house to eat,he should take the /ulav at his table. He interrupts his meal to fulfill the mitzva of
lulav. If he did not take the /ulav in the morning, he should take it in the afternoon, as the entire day is suited for fulfilling the
mitzva of lulav.



Rosh 3, 26
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Tosaphot 37b
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Do you have to wave or not? Rambam 7, 10 (Lulav)
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From when one raises these four species — whether he raised them as one (together) or one after the other; whether with his right
[hand] or his left — he has fulfilled [the commandment]. And that is when he raised them in the way of their growth. But [if it was] not in
the way of their growth, he has not fulfilled [the commandment]. However the commandment as it is proper is when he raises the
bunch of three species in his right [hand] and the citron in his left and extends out, brings in, raises, lowers and shakes the lulav three

times in every direction.



Shake or wave? Micro or macro?
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Mishnah Berurah: What does the Rama mean?
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Meiri: if it's just waving, why does the mishnah say
the lulav has to be big enough to shake?
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Meiri: but....
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Tur 651
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Beit Yosef ibid.
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When do we wave it?

Shulchan Aruch 644
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GRA proves it from here, Pesachim 117a
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Is it possible that the Jewish people slaughtered their Paschal lambs and took and waved their lulavim all those generations
without reciting a song? Rather, the Jews must have recited a song each year. Since it is the custom to sing hallel nowadays, it is
evidently an ancient institution.



How do you wave it?

Tosaphot from the Jerusalem Talmud
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Is it a cross? Michtam:
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How many corners? Ritva

ROR 77T 1R 90 NI 779 R°2091 o299 A7 13 KDY N0 SNWwD YIvIR 17 37OYR 9D 19w W NIMT 1T SR XeanY 7m0
TATII 1NI27 9757 997 17901 570 AT 19Y 172 DWAn R 22w MM CNwa Ywnm nawnna:



%Dﬁ OQ

Qocetlovon
e

6%

o0& Vol L
Ex6 e
e b ¢

T\M“ ben .

bew fehada,

6 %b sk
R.E\ozar
Ro heah
6+37
€x37
6x62
%wga
be skl
 Or 2otuoh
05 Viewna

£x6

et Ritexe
M ¥ i

 of Raviunl
e bR
RNeehem : AR ke
gwlhd‘qO\l;O ;

atinte o

(SN

4>




