Hakhel:
Gathering All of Israel
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The Context; Parashat Vayelech Moshe
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He said to them: | am now one hundred and twenty years old, | can no longer be
active. Moreover, the LORD has said to me, “You shall not go across yonder
Jordan.”
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Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel: “Be strong and
resolute, for it is you who shall go with this people into the land that the LORD
swore to their fathers to give them, and it is you who shall apportion it to them.



Hakhel, Gather the congregation
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And Moses instructed them as follows: Every seventh year, the year set for
remission, at the Feast of Booths,

When is that????



The Mitzvah
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when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God in the place that He
will choose, you shall read this Teaching aloud in the presence of all Israel.
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Gather the people—men, women, children, and the strangers in your
communities—that they may hear and so learn to revere the LORD your God and
to observe faithfully every word of this Teaching.



Why?
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Their children, too, who have not had the experience, shall hear and learn to
revere the LORD your God as long as they live in the land that you are about to
cross the Jordan to possess.



When? Why so?

Bechor Shor
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Rashi

This means in the first year of the new Shemittah-period — in the eighth year (Sotah 41a). But why
does Scripture call it the "Shemittah-year", which name usually implies the seventh year? Because
the law of the "seventh year" still applies to it, viz., in connection with the harvest of the seventh
year's produce that actually goes forth into (takes place in) the year following the seventh year (the
eighth year) (Rosh Hashanah 12b; cf. Rashi on Exodus 34:21).


https://shas.alhatorah.org/#!Sotah/41a
https://shas.alhatorah.org/#!Rosh%20HaShanah/12b

Rabbi David Tzvi Hoffmann
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https://shas.alhatorah.org/#!Sotah/41a
https://shas.alhatorah.org/#!Megillah/5a
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Who reads?

Rabbi Yosef Bechor Shor
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How much is read?

Rashi

The king read from the beginning of the section "These are the words"
(Deuteronomy 1:1), — as is set forth in Treatise Sotah 41a — upon a wooden
platform that was erected in the forecourt.

Josephus! As told by R. Hoffmann
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Devarim/1.1

Netziv likes Josephus!!
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So did Ralbag
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Mishna Sotah

At the conclusion of the first day of the festival of Sukkot, on the eighth,
after the conclusion of the Sabbatical Year, they make a wooden platform
for the king in the Temple courtyard, and he sits on it, as it is stated: “At the
end of every seven years, in the Festival of the Sabbatical Year” (Deuteronomy
31:10).

The synagogue attendant takes a Torah scroll and gives it to the head of
the synagogue that stands on the Temple Mount. And the head of the
synagogue gives it to the deputy High Priest, and the deputy High Priest
gives it to the High Priest, and the High priest gives it to the king. And the
king stands, and receives the Torah scroll, and reads from it while sitting.



King Agrippa arose, and received the Torah scroll, and read from it while standing,
and the Sages praised him for this. And when Agrippa arrived at the verse in the portion
read by the king that states: “You may not appoint a foreigner over you” (Deuteronomy
17:15), tears flowed from his eyes, because he was a descendant of the house of Herod and
was not of Jewish origin. The entire nation said to him: Fear not, Agrippa. You are our
brother, you are our brother.

And the king reads from the beginning of Deuteronomy, from the verse that states: “And
these are the words” (Deuteronomy 1:1), until the words: “Hear, O Israel” (Deuteronomy
6:4). And he then reads the sections beginning with: “Hear, O Israel” (Deuteronomy 6:4—9),
“And it shall come to pass, if you shall hearken” (Deuteronomy 11:13-21), “You shall
tithe” (Deuteronomy 14:22—-29), “When you have made an end of the tithing”
(Deuteronomy 26:12—15), and the passage concerning the appointment of a king
(Deuteronomy 17:14—20), and the blessings and curses (Deuteronomy 28), until he
finishes the entire portion.



What is the point? R. Hirsch
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Devarim/6.7
https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Devarim/11.19
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R. Hoffmann
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Rambam Chagigah ch..3
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It is a biblical positive command to assemble all Israelites, men, women, and children, after
the close of every sabbatical year, when they go up to make the pilgrimage, and recite to
them sections from the Torah which will urge them to perform the precepts and encourage
them to cling to the true religion, as it is written: "At the end of every seven years, the year
set for remission, at the festival of Sukkoth, when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord
... gather the people, men, women, and children, and the strangers within your towns..."
(Deuteronomy 31:10-12).



Sefer Hachinuch
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It is from the roots of the commandment [that it is] because the entire essence of the people
of Israel is the Torah; and through it are they separated from every nation and language, to
be meritorious for life of the forever - eternal pleasure that is not surpassed by anything
among the creatures. Therefore since their entire essence is in it it is fitting that everyone
should gather together at one point in time to hear its words, and for the voice to go out
amongst the whole nation - men, women, and infants - to say, "What is the great gathering,
that we have all been gathered together?" And the answer would be, "To hear the words of
the Torah, which is our entire essence and glory and splendor." And they will come from this
to tell of the great praise and the splendor of its value; and its yearning will enter all of their
hearts. And with this yearning for it, they will learn to know God and merit good, and 'God will
be happy with His creations' - like the matter that is written in explanation of this
commandment "and in order that they will learn and fear the Lord."



Rabbi David Kochavi, Sefer Habatim 182
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Hakhel today?

Yeshiva.org
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Only in the sanctuary. Rambam says you can’t be impure...
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No king?
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Shemita is only rabbinical today!



Attempts

1 966 New film uploaded of Hakhel celebrations in 1966 with President Zalman Shazar and Chief Rabbis Yitzchak Nissim and Isser
Unterman.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yrv_LdKrK3wd&list=PLYX0LuPqgvD8QyxhU5NBJC7sMi1kSVWgbk&index=18&ab_channel=Hebrew
UniversityofJerusalem

Rabbi J. Beiler: The idea of reviving the Mitzva of Hakhel in modern times was first
proposed by Rabbi Eliyahu David Rabinowitz-Teomim (the "Aderes"), who
published two pamphlets on the issue, Zecher leMikdash and Dvar Be'ito. When
Rabbi Shmuel Salant was Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem, he would gather all the
Talmud Torah students in front of the Western Wall on the first day of Chol
HaMoed Sukkot and read to them the same passages that the king would read at
Hakhel. The first official Israeli ceremony of Hakhel was held during Sukkot of
1945, the year following the Sabbatical Year.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yrv_LdKrK3w&list=PLYX0LuPqvD8QyxhU5NBJC7sMi1kSVWg5k&index=18&ab_channel=HebrewUniversityofJerusalem
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yrv_LdKrK3w&list=PLYX0LuPqvD8QyxhU5NBJC7sMi1kSVWg5k&index=18&ab_channel=HebrewUniversityofJerusalem

A special service was held in the Yeshurun Synagogue, after which a mass
procession moved on to the Western Wall where the Tora portions were read.
Similar ceremonies presided over by Israel government officials have been held
every seven years since. The Hakhel ceremony conducted in 1994 was attended
by the Chief Rabbis of Israel, the President of Israel, and other dignitaries. The
ceremony performed at the Western Wall in 2001 was led by the President of
Israel, Moshe Katzav. Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher
Rebbe, urged Jews everywhere to conduct large and small Hakhel gatherings in
synagogues and private homes to foster greater unity and increase Torah learning,
mitzvah observance, and the giving of charity.



