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Aharon’s beard
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A song of ascents. Of David. How good and how pleasant it is that
brothers dwell together.

.....

It is like fine oil on the head running down onto the beard, the beard of
Aaron, that comes down over the collar of his robe;



Il Samuel 10
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So Hanun seized David’s courtiers, clipped off one side of their beards
and cut away half of their garments at the buttocks, and sent them off.
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When David was told of it, he dispatched men to meet them, for the men
were greatly embarrassed. And the king gave orders: “Stop in Jericho until
your beards grow back; then you can return.”
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Leviticus 19
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You shall not eat anything with its blood. You shall not practice divination or
soothsaying.
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You shall not round off the side-growth on your head, or destroy the
side-growth of your beard.
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You shall not make gashes in your flesh for the dead, or incise any marks on
yourselves: | am the LORD.



Why not?
Tur YD 181
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Peot and the destruction of the beard Rambam said is because they do so for
idolatry and this is not explicit and we don’t need to find the reason for mitzvot
because they are the decree of the King on us even if we don’t know their reason.

Beit Yosef: Look at the context of verses!



Rabbeinu Bahyay

According to the plain meaning of the text the reason is that the visible sign which G’d has given man to
distinguish him from the females of the species should not be destroyed. By destroying one’s beard one
commits an act of rebellion against what G’d had intended. Violating this commandment is in a similar class
to violating the commandment not to mate different species. During the report of the creation the Torah

stresses again and again that G’d created all the species each according to their respective species, i.e. there is
to be no cross-breeding.

What if you can still tell he is a man?



Rashi
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Dowr NxO 19'pN X7 YE SHALL NOT ROUND THE CORNERS OF YOUR HEAD
— This refers to one who makes his temples exactly like (as hairless as) the back
of his ears and his forehead (cf. Rashi on Makkot 20b, rrvT1x¥ niwnn n"T) by
removing the hair on his temples, so that the lower edge of the hair that surrounds
his head (i. e. his skull, because we are not concerned with hair at the back of the
neck) forms a complete circle, since above the back of his ears the roots of his
hair are situated much higher than his temples (and it is thus only the temples
which prevent an uninterrupted circular line going round his skull). (Cf. Makkot
20Db).



[INEITHER SHALT THOU MAR] THE CORNERS OF THY BEARD —i. e. the tip of
the beard and its sides, these making together five corners: two on each cheek,
above near the head (the temples) — where it (the cheek) is broad and has
therefore two corners (thus four on the two sides) and one at the bottom, on the
chin, on that spot where is the junction of the two cheeks (Shevuot 3a; cf. also
Sifra, Kedoshim, Chapter 6 3; Makkot 20a and Rashi on Shevuot 3a: |7rn w1 "T) n



Lev 21 re. Cohanim
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They shall not shave smooth any part of their heads, or cut the side-growth of their
beards, or make gashes in their flesh.



Maccot 21a
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The mishna teaches: And one is liable for marring the edges of his beard only if he removes the hair with a razor. The Sages
taught a halakhic midrash: The verse states: “And the edge of their beard they may not shave” (Leviticus 21:5). One might have
thought that for any manner of shaving, even if he shaved the beard with scissors, he would be liable; therefore, the verse states:
“You may not mar the edge of your beard” (Leviticus 19:27), indicating that one is liable only for shaving that destroys the hair from
the root, which is not the case with scissors. If the verse had stated only: “You may not mar,” one might have thought that even if he
removed the hair with tweezers or with a plane he would be liable to receive lashes, as they destroy the hair from its roots;
therefore, the verse states: “They may not shave,” indicating that only hair removal by means of shaving is prohibited, and that is
not accomplished with a tweezers and a plane.
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How so? Based on these two verses, for what form of hair removal is one liable? One is liable only for shaving that involves
marring. You must say that this is shaving with a razor.



Rambam, Laws ldolatry, ch. 12
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It is forbidden to round the corners of the head, as the idolaters used to do, even
as it is said: "Ye shall not round the corners of your head" (Lev. 19.27). Guilt is
attached to the rounding of each corner; therefore, if one shaves the corners of
both sides of his head even at one time, and after only one warning, is striped
twice. Regardless of whether one shaves the corners and leaves the hair of the
whole head, or whether he shaves the hair of the entire head at one time, he is
striped, seeing that he shaved the corners. That is saying concerning the male
barber, but the male who is shaved is not striped unless he aided the barber. One
who rounds the corners of an infant is striped.



Rambam continued
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For this lock, which must be left at the corners of the head, the scholars
designated no particular size, but we did hear from our elders that one should not
leave less than forty (four) hairs. It is permitted, however, to clip the corners with a
pair of scissors, for the prohibitive commandment applies only against destroying it
with a razor
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It was the custom of the idolatrous priests to destroy their beards, because of this
the Torah disallowed to destroy the beard. There are five corners (locks) in the
beard: (1) upper cheek, (2) lower cheek on the right side; (3) upper and (4) lower
cheeks on the left side, and (5) the stem of the beard. For destroying each and
every one of the corners, the punishment is lashes; thus if he destroyed all of them
at one time he is lashed five times. No guilt is carried with respect thereto unless
he destroyed it with a razor, even as it is said: "Neither shalt thou destroy the
corners of thy beard. Therefore if one should mar his beard with a pair of scissors
he is not guilty. The one who is shaved is not guilty unless he assisted in the work.
A woman is permitted to destroy her beard, if she has a growth of hair on her chin.
If she shaved the beard of a man, she is not guilty.



ibid.
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It is permitted to shave the mustache, that is the hair on the upper lip; likewise the
hanging hair off the lower lip; nevertheless, it is not the custom of Israel to shave
it, but to trim its ends so as not to inconvenience eating or drinking.



Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 181
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9. The extent of the pe'ah [of the head] is from the hair on [i.e. by] his forehead
including up to below the ear, where the lower jaw emerges and separates [from
the head] there, and no hand should touch the entire width of this place.



Shulchan Aruch YD 181
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10. One is not liable in destroying the corner of the beard except by means of a razor,
however by scissors it is permitted, even cutting so close as a razor. Rem"a: But in any case
we are cautious when trimming with scissors to do the shaving motion with the upper piece
of the scissors and not with the bottom piece, lest one does it all with the bottom piece and it
be as a razor (See Siman 395). Anyhow, it seems that under the throat there is no concern
about this, since it is not the main location of the pe‘ot.



1277 72 7V QN 11yt K71 0710 NN KXY DMWY X' )2'97 NIYVTN DN 120N 0N [T NIKD
2"no1 " AR owa M) (jNan nnn 17'axi) 9973):

11. There are five corners of the beard, and there are many opinions on them,
therefore a God-fearing man should fulfill all of them and not pass a razor over any
of his beard at all. (And even under the throat (Beit Yosef in the name of the
lggeret R"Y and the Smag)



Baer Hetev
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The Ari would not shave at all not with a razor or a scissor, not anywhere except
on his lip which prevents eating he would cut with a scissor. And he would not
touch his beard lest G-d forbid one hair would be uprooted and he would ruin and
uproot one channel G-d forbid, but the Shach took the shulchan aruch as the main
thing and it is good not to add to the stringency.

Some say to use a comb in front of the scissor.



Electric Shavers




Nodah bYhuda

Cut with scissors and then with a razor

Chatam Sofer: No!



But it is the ways the of the gentile?

Rambam, Avodah Zara 11

It is forbidden to follow the customs of the idolaters, or to imitate them neither in
dress nor in hair-trimming and like customs, for it is said: "And ye shall not walk in
the customs of the nation which | cast out before you" (Lev. 20.23),



Chatam Sofer
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Chafetz Haim on Maccot, likutei halachot
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Rabbi Yaakov Breisch, Chelkat Yaakov OH 103
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Rav Ovadya Yosef
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Rabbi Shabtai Rappaport

Can the hair be cut by the razor in the shaver alone?

Some say....

If it destroys, the result is like a razor and is prohibited.

Some use a bad shaver followed by a good one since the hair is now so small.



Rabbi Yisrael Rozen, Techumin 22, p. 447

If it has the mechanics of a scissor, it is permitted.



Tzomet

In all the electric shavers, the cutting process is one of contact between a moving blade and the head (a
metal screen). Thus, from the point of view of the action performed, these machines are scissors. And this is
the basis of our current position.

g. In addition, the current custom to remove the "lift and cut" mechanism from the shavers is hard to defend.
If anything, this mechanism makes the operation even closer to that of a scissors, since it uses three elements
in the cutting process: the blade, the screen, and the "lift and cut" device.

h. Companies that requested it have been given halachic approval for the specific models that were shown to
us, but in principle they are no different from other shavers.

In summary: In our opinion, almost every type of electric shaver which operates as described above can be
used.



See what the people do...

Some great rabbis today...



