Joshua
Another Moses?



When we first met
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Moses said to Joshua, “Pick some men for us, and go out and do battle with

Amalek. Tomorrow | will station myself on the top of the hill, with the rod of God in
my hand.”



Why didn’t Moshe fight?
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MOSES HANDS BECAME HEAVY — Because he had shown himself remiss in
the duty that was his, of waging war himself against Amalek, and had appointed

another in his stead, his hands became heavy (cf. (Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael
17:12:1).



The Joshua-Amalek connection
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Zohar Hadash
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Who else could have been chosen?



Elazar
Pinechas

Calev



Why was Joshua chosen?
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He earned it Ex. 31
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The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as one man speaks to
another. And he would then return to the camp; but his attendant, Joshua
son of Nun, a youth, would not stir out of the Tent.



The Moshe- Joshua conversations
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When Joshua heard the sound of the people in its boisterousness, he said to
Moses, “There is a cry of war in the camp.”
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But he answered, “It is not the sound of the tune of triumph, Or the sound of the
tune of defeat; It is the sound of song that | hear!”



Midrash
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B’haalotecha
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And Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ attendant from his youth, spoke up and said, “My
lord Moses, restrain them!”

:DQ)'7Y IR DYDY AT 0'R) NN DY 1A 0 7 DRR KRN NYin 17 M8

But Moses said to him, “Are you wrought up on my account? Would that all the
LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD put His spirit upon them!”



Sanhedrin 17a
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With regard to the content of Eldad and Medad’s prophecy, the Gemara asks: Granted, according
to the one who says their prophecy was that Moses will die, this is the reason for that which is
written there: “And Joshua, son of Nun, the servant of Moses from his youth, answered and said:
My master Moses, imprison them” (Numbers 11:28), as their prophecy appeared to be a
rebellion against Moses. But according to the one who says those other two opinions with
regard to the content of the prophecy, according to which their prophecy had no connection to
Moses, what is the reason that Joshua said: “My master Moses, imprison them”? The Gemara
answers: He said this because it is not proper conduct for them to prophesy publicly in close
proximity to Moses, as by doing so they are like a student who teaches a halakha in his
teacher’s presence, which is inappropriate.



Why does Moshe help him out?
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Those were the names of the men whom Moses sent to scout the land; but Moses
changed the name of Hosea son of Nun to Joshua.
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By giving him this name vwin' which is a compound of n* and ywin “God may save”, he
in effect prayed for him: “May God save you from the evil counsel of the spies” (Sotah
34D).



Calev vs. Yehoshua

1A' 7211 721719 AN 1Y N7W1 7Y RN NNty DYNTNN 27D ol

Caleb hushed the people before Moses and said, “Let us by all means go up, and
we shall gain possession of it, for we shall surely overcome it.”



Moshe’s first choice?
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And the LORD answered Moses, “Single out Joshua son of Nun, an inspired man,
and lay your hand upon him.
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Rashi

When Moses heard that the Omnipresent said to him, “Give the inheritance of
Zelophehad to his daughters”, he said to himself, “The time has come that | should
ask something that | want — that my sons should inherit my high position”. God
replied to him, “Not thus has entered My mind; Joshua deserves to receive the
reward of his ministrations, because “he has never departed from out the tent”
(Exodus XXXIII 11). — This is what Solomon said, (Proverbs 27:18) “Whoso
keepeth the fig-tree shall eat the fruit thereof, [and he that waiteth on his master
shall be honoured]” (Midrash Tanchuma, Pinchas 11).



Was this a full vote of confidence?
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Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and before the whole community, and
commission him in their sight.



The first Israeli land dispute
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Then Moses gave instructions concerning them to Eleazar the priest, Joshua son
of Nun, and the family heads of the Israelite tribes.
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Invest him with some of your authority, so that the whole Israelite community may
obey.

Rashi
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SOME OF THY GLORY, and not all thy glory; consequently we learn from this: Moses’ face beamed like
the sun, Joshua's face only like the moon (Sifrei Bamidbar 140:2; Bava Batra 75a).



Sifrei
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Big difference

Moshe
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“‘Let the LORD, Source of the breath of all flesh, appoint someone over the
community

Joshua
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Israel served the LORD during the lifetime of Joshua and the lifetime of the elders
who lived on after Joshua, and who had experienced all the deeds that the LORD
had wrought for Israel.



A lack of fruitfulness

Bin Nun
Shabbat 63a
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Why all the strength?
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Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel: “Be strong and
resolute, for it is you who shall go with this people into the land that the LORD
swore to their fathers to give them, and it is you who shall apportion it to them.



Sifrei
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In Joshua
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But you must be very strong and resolute to observe faithfully all the Teaching that
My servant Moses enjoined upon you. Do not deviate from it to the right or to the
left, that you may be successful wherever you go.



How did he do?

Temura 16a

DI72 "2 17 MK )7 Y'Y NIZ'90 72 "IN 7RY YWINYT 17 IR TV 27 1220 NYNn 1091W YWY 21 K DTN 20 X
T 70RN NN wm X7 W1 102 yvint mawni (X',27 Nimy) ' nand 0 X7 INKR DIZNY7 M>701 NNK NYY 'NNN
12707 7RY 9D 1TV NIR'90 NINN VAW 17 177121 NN NINN WY 110N INDNWAL YYWIN' 7¢ 1N WYN

§ Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: Just before the time when Moses, our teacher, left this world and
went to the Garden of Eden, he said to Joshua: Ask from me all the cases of uncertainty in matters of
halakha that you have, so that | can clarify them for you. Joshua said to him: My teacher, did | ever
leave you for even one moment and go to another place? Didn’t you write this about me in the
Torah: “But his minister, Joshua, son of Nun, a young man, did not depart out of the tent” (Exodus
33:11)? If | would have had any case of uncertainty | would have asked you earlier. Immediately after he
said this, Joshua’s strength weakened, and three hundred halakhot were forgotten by him, and
seven hundred cases of uncertainty emerged before him, and the entire Jewish people arose to Kkill
him, as he was unable to teach them the forgotten halakhot.



It was a hard job!!

And... No one can arise in Israel like Moses...



