Chukat:
The Parasha of Death and Renewal



The Parasha of Death

-
. K (= -
A .




The Chronology of Chukat

Shelach Second Summer in the Desert
Laws of Cohanim, Tzitzit

Korach complains about Tzitzit

14,700 die in a plague

Laws of the Red Heifer....

Miriam dies 40th year

Moshe hits the rock and Aharon and Moshe condemned to death



What tells the story of death?

Shlach: The Israelites will die in the desert Year 2
Korach: Rebellion, many die

Chukat: The laws of contact with death= 38 years
Miriam dies Year 40
Moshe and Aharon condemned to death

(Edom doesn’t let us passy The last military disapointment)

Aharon dies. Elazar takes over Year 40



The Parasha of Renewal

Melech Arad of the Negev

.....

When the Canaanite, king of Arad, who dwelt in the Negeb, learned that Israel was
coming by the way of Atharim, he engaged Israel in battle and took some of them
captive.

DNWYTNX 'ANNDNI T DTN DYDTNX DA [NI7DX QN DN T, 7R T

Then Israel made a vow to the LORD and said, “If You deliver this people into our
hand, we will proscribe their towns.”



Victory #1
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The LORD heeded Israel’'s plea and delivered up the

Canaanites; and they and their cities were proscribed. So that
place was named Hormah.



Setback- Back to the old complaining?

T

.....

and the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why did you make us
leave Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread and no water, and we
have come to loathe this miserable food.”
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The LORD sent seraph serpents against the people. They bit the people and
many of the Israelites died.



Not really!
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The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned by speaking
against the LORD and against you. Intercede with the LORD to
take away the serpents from us!” And Moses interceded for the
people.



Israel doesn’t complain!
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Then Israel sang this song: Spring up, O well—sing to it—
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The well which the chieftains dug, Which the nobles of the people started With
maces, with their own staffs. And from Midbar to Mattanah,



Victory #2
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But Sihon would not let Israel pass through his territory. Sihon gathered all his
people and went out against Israel in the wilderness. He came to Jahaz and

engaged Israel in battle.
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But Israel put them to the sword, and took possession of their land, from the Arnon
to the Jabbok, as far as [Az] of the Ammonites, for Az marked the boundary of the

Ammonites.



Israel is conquered! (sort of. See Transjordan class)

DMIRTNU IAYUND XD WL Y Y DK DRI DX TR Nz

Israel took all those towns. And Israel settled in all the towns of the Amorites, in
Heshbon and all its dependencies.

Later on....
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So Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites.



BTW...

It is only In this parasha and Balak that B’nai Yisrael

are referred to simply as Yisrael.



Tikkun of the spies, victory #3
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Then Moses sent to spy out Jazer, and they captured its dependencies and
dispossessed the Amorites who were there.



Victory #4, Og the Giant
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But the LORD said to Moses, “Do not fear him, for | give him and all his people
and his land into your hand. You shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of the
Amorites who dwelt in Heshbon.”
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They defeated him and his sons and all his people, until no remnant was left him;
and they took possession of his country.



In light of all this, how do we see this in Parshat Balak?
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No harm is in sight for Jacob, No woe in view for Israel. The LORD their God is
with them, And their King’s acclaim in their midst.



In light of all this, how does this story fit in”?
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While Israel was staying at Shittim, the people profaned themselves by whoring
with the Moabite women,
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who invited the people to the sacrifices for their god. The people partook of them
and worshiped that god.
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Thus Israel attached itself to Baal-peor, and the LORD was incensed with Israel.



Who stops the plague this time? (last time, Aharon)
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When Phinehas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, saw this, he left the
assembly and, taking a spear in his hand,
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he followed the Israelite into the chamber and stabbed both of them, the Israelite
and the woman, through the belly. Then the plague against the Israelites was
checked.



This is a tikkun for the rebellion of Korach
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Sefat Emet

Pinchas put Israel into this and he did this to show that though Bnai Yisrael sinned
but they have someone to avenge for G-d and with this the wrath of the King was
put down and this is why Moshe did not do it for it had to be a simple person part
of klal Yisrael. And for this reason Pinechas was not anointed until now.



Where does Chukat fit into Bemidbar?
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B’haalotecha Masei

Naso B’haalotecha Chukat

Matot

3emidbar







