Birkat Cohanim/Duchaning only on Yom Tov??

The Source of the Mitzvah
:(1> nwy nixn) 0"an1? nixnn 190 The Rambam in his book of Mitzvot
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Is it a violation if a Cohen fails to bless the Jews every day?
(3 "o 'wy) 71ma nuxn 190Smag, R. Moshe of Coucy, 13" cent. France
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Only if the Israelites call on the cohen to say a blessing, then he violates.
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A dissenting view
:(ow) "an Beit Yosef, R. Yosef Karo
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Rabbeinu Manoach of Provence says that that if you don’t do the daily blessing the cohen fails to
have blessed Israel that day in violation of a positive commandment. Most disagree.

The Source to Not do Birkat Cohanim Every Day
:(nojz "o n"Ix) qorr n'a Beit Yosef, Rav Yosef Karo
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Maharil (15th cent) We can’t do it because the cohanim can’t always go to the mikveh first.
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Ramah: we only do it on Yom Tov because the one of a good heart he will give the blessing but on
Shabbat we are worried in our thoughts about making a living and losing work... .

Simcha and Birkat Cohanim
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Shulchan Aruch: a single man can duchan Ramah: he cannot for he must have joy...: our
custom is that they do
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Why not on Shabbat?
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How about when Shabbat and Yom Tov fall together? A mistaken minhag
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Why should Shabbat-Yom tov be worse than a plain yom tov?

Another excuse
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We don’t want to bother people. Kabbalah: maybe we don’t want to bother G-d??,
Another excuse for not doing daily “duchaning”
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Rabbi Efraim Zalman Margoliot (18th cent)
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Do folks really know they are cohanim? If we ask them to duchan and they are not we make them
sin...

So if we have such a great excuse, why can’t they use it in Israel?
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Ibid. In Israel they have been there a long time and they know their cohanim...
Should we change our exilic custom?

Beit Yosef gives Israel and Egypt a yashar koach!
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How is Israel different?
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One of the earliest sources,
(22 n'o) 2ayni NATA 12 2 DI NN 190
a Gaonic work called Differences between the people of the East and West
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The people of the east duchan on fasts and Tisha B’av... and in the land of Israel they only
do so in the morning only on Yom Kippur. (unclear what it says)

The Tashbetz Katan, Rabbi Shimshon ben R. Zadok a student of the Maharam Rothenberg
13" cent.
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Gra, Baal Shem Tov...
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He tried to institute it in Vilna...
Local Customs in Israel
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Dangers of changing the custom in America, from the Tzitz Eliezer

MNXRT ('K NIK NN 2"y 70 ') 07100 Niyna 7' XMan NITANT 1n'R Nifky 1901 Nt 21-nwyn TN pIol
1"31 0'90 RW'Y7 K7W AN N NNYW7 R7Y DU N 120YY 'R K10 Nwyn 72V T'yn o"nintl W'NRON MAT XNy
DI'AY N2'01N NN'D TR D9 DININ INY'Y 71N 0" 17w T"nnaa aqnan? nxn 72'7 11121 "nw mynwi
VYTID X171 70pn1 200 2 DRIi7nnn avn M7y 7272n1w Xiw NIy 9"y DMIORN N 09N T AWNY KINN
[IRAD TIT WTIR N9n '"Mynw A1 (7"Ta0) N anmn viap? Ty nx¥Y X7 DNIOKN NN 'UON RX'W X 271



127 27y K71 01I' 751 D9 O'RYII DINDN I'N'Y IWATA N a0 2T 120 77imyn D'y nndv 27T n"inm
DI'N ININQ NINI DN'9) 0IN0N IKY! 1NNY7Y INYTA 07NN DI'FN Y¥XARD =NNK OY9YW= X"9W TV nwyn NivyY
TIV 20X 119'0N MINAI 02T 120V DAY [AY NIXI1D DONI9ND I'7Y 17'72Vnw n'7'7un 7Y N0'DNA 1NNl ININE?
DI'7 7"'UN 0772 NIN1DN'9D 0NON INY'Y NNNNYT ['T7R11 N DIX'Y KD D2 IMyT2 070N X'ow 2'7 11T
NITAY '2n 7"y 11197Y DRIYRIN 7Y T2 [ynY? "2IR KN7'R YPNON K7Y NR11 71 ,T'nNan 9awi nannn
DI' 721 DN'9Y XYW'7 K7W 12NV NI7'722 0T a0 7Y 10D 71Ima nn a7 n'7x

Shuls burnt down, rabbis were arrested when they tried to change it
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What kind of blessings do we get from Birkat Cohanim?
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