
Ruth Ch. 4: What is the Purpose of this Book? 

 וּבֹ֨עַז עָלָ֣ה הַשַּׁעַר֮ ויֵַּ֣שֶׁב שָׁם֒ וְהִנֵּ֨ה הַגּאֵֹ֤ל עבֵֹר֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ר דִּבֶּר־בֹּ֔עַז ויַֹּ֛אמֶר
ב׃  ס֥וּרָה שְׁבָה־פֹּ֖ה פְּלנִֹ֣י אַלְמנִֹ֑י ויַָּ֖סַר ויֵַּשֵֽׁ

Meanwhile, Boaz had gone to the gate and sat down 
there. And now the redeemer whom Boaz had mentioned 
passed by. He called, “Come over and sit down here, 
So-and-so!” And he came over and sat down. 

How does this chapter start? How about the last two? For what and whom is this a 
tikkun? Did Naomi know he would do this? (the man will not rest until this is completed 
today) The redeemer- will he be the one? Why does the man not have a name? 

 

What is the significance of the passing by of Ploni? 

Ruth Rabbah 7, 7 

 וּבעַֹז עָלָה הַשַּׁעַר וַיֵּשֶׁב שָׁם וְהִנֵּה הַגּאֵֹל עבֵֹר אֲשֶׁר דִּבֶּר בּעַֹז (רות ד, א), מָה לַאֲחוֹרֵי תַּרְעָא הֲוָה קָאֵים,
 אָמַר רַבִּי שְׁמוּאֵל בַּר נַחְמָן, אֲפִלּוּ הָיָה בְּסוֹף הָעוֹלָם הֱטִיסוֹ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא וֶהֱבִיאוֹ לְשָׁם, כְּדֵי שֶׁלאֹ יְהֵא
 אוֹתוֹ צַדִּיק יוֹשֵׁב וּמִצְטַעֵר מִתּוֹךְ יִשּׁוּבוֹ. אָמַר רַבִּי בֶּרֶכְיָה, כָּךְ דָּרְשׁוּ שְׁנֵי גְדוֹלֵי עוֹלָם, רַבִּי אֱלִיעֶזֶר וְרַבִּי
 יְהוֹשֻׁעַ, רַבִּי אֱלִיעֶזֶר אוֹמֵר בּעַֹז עָשָׂה אֶת שֶׁלּוֹ, וְרוּת עָשְׂתָה אֶת שֶׁלָּהּ, וְנָעֳמִי עָשְׂתָה אֶת שֶׁלָּהּ, אָמַר הַקָּדוֹשׁ
 בָּרוּךְ הוּא, אַף אֲנִי אֶעֱשֶׂה אֶת שֶׁלִּי. וַיּאֹמֶר סוּרָה שְׁבָה פּהֹ פְּלנִֹי אַלְמנִֹי, רַבִּי יְהוֹשֻׁעַ אוֹמֵר פְּלוֹנִי אַלְמוֹנִי
 שְׁמוֹ, רַבִּי שְׁמוּאֵל בַּר נַחְמָן אָמַר אִלֵּם הָיָה מִדִּבְרֵי תוֹרָה, אָמַר הָרִאשׁוֹנִים לאֹ מֵתוּ אֶלָּא עַל יְדֵי שֶׁנָּטְלוּ אוֹתָן,
 וַאֲנִי הוֹלֵךְ לִטְלָהּ, חָס לִי לִטְלָהּ, לֵית אֲנָא מְעַרְבֵּב זַרְעֲיָיתִי, אֵינִי מְעָרֵב פְּסלֶֹת בְּבָנַי, וְלאֹ הָיָה יוֹדֵעַ שֶׁכְּבָר
 .נִתְחַדְּשָׁה הֲלָכָה עַמּוֹנִי וְלאֹ עַמּוֹנִית מוֹאָבִי וְלאֹ מוֹאָבִית

"Meanwhile, Boaz had gone to the gate and sat down there. And now the 
redeemer whom Boaz had mentioned passed by. He called, “Come over and sit 
down here, So-and-so!” And he came over and sat down (Ruth 4:1)": so was he 
waiting behind there and then he appeared? Rabbi Samuel the son of Nachman said: 
"Even if he was at the ends of the earth, the Holy One, blessed be He, would have flown 
him and brought him there so that a righteous man would not be upset sitting there". 
Rabbi Berachya: "So expounded the two great men of the world, Rabbi Eliezer and 
Rabbi Joshua: Rabbi Eliezer said: "Boaz made his thing and Ruth did her thing, and 



Naomi did her thing, and the Holy One, blessed be He said: "So I will do my thing". And 
he said "Hey, so and so, go there". Rabbi Joshua said: his name was Ploni Almoni ("so 
and so")". Rabbi Samuel the son of Nachman said that he was ignorant of the words of 
the Torah. He said: "the first ones did not die but rather because they took her and I am 
going to go and take her? I certainly am not going to take her. I will not pollute my seed 
and I am not going to create unfitness for my children". And he did not know that the 
halakhah had been changed "Ammonite and not Ammonitess; Moabite and not 
Moabitess". 

 

בוּ׃  ויִַּקַּ֞ח עֲשָׂרָ֧ה אֲנָשִׁ֛ים מִזִּקְנֵ֥י הָעִ֖יר ויַֹּ֣אמֶר שְׁבוּ־פֹ֑ה ויֵַּשֵֽׁ

Then [Boaz] took ten elders of the town and said, “Be 
seated here”; and they sat down. 

How does this contrast with the last chapter? 

 ויַֹּ֙אמֶר֙ לַגּאֵֹ֔ל חֶלְקַת֙ הַשָּׂדֶ֔ה אֲשֶׁ֥ר לְאָחִ֖ינוּ לֶאֱלִימֶ֑לֶךְ מָכְרָ֣ה נָעֳמִ֔י הַשָּׁ֖בָה
 מִשְּׂדֵ֥ה מוֹאָֽב׃

He said to the redeemer, “Naomi, now returned from the 
country of Moab, must sell the piece of land which 
belonged to our kinsman Elimelech. 

What is the focus here? What does it mean that Elimelech is a brother? 
What new information do we get here? 

יּשְֹׁבִים֮ וְנֶ֣גֶד זִקְנֵ֣י עַמִּי֒  וַאֲנִ֨י אָמַ֜רְתִּי אֶגְלֶ֧ה אָזְנְךָ֣ לֵאמֹ֗ר קְ֠נֵה נֶ֥גֶד הַֽ
דְעָה֙] כִּ֣י אֵ֤ין זוּלָֽתְךָ֙  אִם־תִּגְאַל֙ גְּאָ֔ל וְאִם־לֹ֨א יִגְאַ֜ל הַגִּ֣ידָה לִּ֗י ואדע [וְאֵֽ
 לִגְא֔וֹל וְאָנכִֹ֖י אַחֲרֶ֑יךָ ויַֹּ֖אמֶר אָנכִֹ֥י אֶגְאָֽל׃

I thought I should disclose the matter to you and say: 
Acquire it in the presence of those seated here and in the 



presence of the elders of my people. If you are willing to 
redeem it, redeem! But if you will not redeem, tell me, that 
I may know. For there is no one to redeem but you, and I 
come after you.” “I am willing to redeem it,” he replied. 

If we read this for the first time how would we feel now? There is a hint 
though, his name is ploni almoni so… (U. Simon) 

 ויַֹּ֣אמֶר בֹּ֔עַז בְּיוֹם־קְנוֹתְךָ֥ הַשָּׂדֶ֖ה מִיַּ֣ד נָעֳמִ֑י וּ֠מֵאֵת ר֣וּת הַמּוֹאֲבִיָּ֤ה
שֶׁת־הַמֵּת֙ קניתי [קָנִ֔יתָה] לְהָקִ֥ים שֵׁם־הַמֵּ֖ת עַל־נַחֲלָתֽוֹ׃  אֵֽ

Boaz continued, “When you acquire the property from 
Naomi and from Ruth the Moabite, you must also acquire 
the wife of the deceased, so as to perpetuate the name of 
the deceased upon his estate.” 

Who made this rule? What is the idea of it? If it is also Ruth’s what is he 
saying about Ruth? It’s a triple redemption, the wife, the dead, and the 
land. Tzror Hamor, Eshkol Hakofer: Boaz thought the man could take a hint 
but he wasn’t learned. Ruth Rabbah 7, 7. How are women and land 
connected?  

 ויַֹּ֣אמֶר הַגּאֵֹ֗ל לֹ֤א אוּכַל֙ לגאול־[לִגְאָל־] לִ֔י פֶּן־אַשְׁחִ֖ית אֶת־נַחֲלָתִ֑י
ל׃  גְּאַל־לְךָ֤ אַתָּה֙ אֶת־גְּאֻלָּתִ֔י כִּ֥י לאֹ־אוּכַ֖ל לִגְאֹֽ

The redeemer replied, “Then I cannot redeem it for myself, 
lest I impair my own estate. You take over my right of 
redemption, for I am unable to exercise it.” 

What was he worried about? 



 וְזאֹת֩ לְפָנִ֨ים בְּיִשְׂרָאֵ֜ל עַל־הַגְּאוּלָּ֤ה וְעַל־הַתְּמוּרָה֙ לְקַיֵּ֣ם כָּל־דָּבָ֔ר שָׁלַ֥ף
ל׃  אִ֛ישׁ נַעֲל֖וֹ וְנָתַ֣ן לְרֵעֵ֑הוּ וְזֹ֥את הַתְּעוּדָ֖ה בְּיִשְׂרָאֵֽ

Now this was formerly done in Israel in cases of 
redemption or exchange: to validate any transaction, one 
man would take off his sandal and hand it to the other. 
Such was the practice in Israel. 

What does this shoe smell like? What is this exchange that is going on? 
What other exchange? 

 ויַֹּ֧אמֶר הַגּאֵֹ֛ל לְבֹ֖עַז קְנֵה־לָ֑ךְ ויִַּשְׁלֹ֖ף נַעֲלֽוֹ׃

So when the redeemer said to Boaz, “Acquire for 
yourself,” he drew off his sandal. 

 ויַּאֹמֶר֩ בֹּ֨עַז לַזְּקֵנִ֜ים וְכָל־הָעָ֗ם עֵדִ֤ים אַתֶּם֙ הַיּ֔וֹם כִּ֤י קָנִ֙יתִי֙ אֶת־כָּל־אֲשֶׁ֣ר
י׃  לֶֽאֱלִימֶ֔לֶךְ וְאֵ֛ת כָּל־אֲשֶׁ֥ר לְכִלְי֖וֹן וּמַחְל֑וֹן מִיַּ֖ד נָעֳמִֽ

And Boaz said to the elders and to the rest of the people, 
“You are witnesses today that I am acquiring from Naomi 
all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to 
Chilion and Mahlon. 

 וְגַ֣ם אֶת־ר֣וּת הַמּאֲֹבִיָּה֩ אֵ֨שֶׁת מַחְל֜וֹן קָנִ֧יתִי לִ֣י לְאִשָּׁ֗ה לְהָקִ֤ים שֵׁם־הַמֵּת֙
 עַל־נַ֣חֲלָת֔וֹ וְלאֹ־יִכָּרֵ֧ת שֵׁם־הַמֵּ֛ת מֵעִ֥ם אֶחָ֖יו וּמִשַּׁ֣עַר מְקוֹמ֑וֹ עֵדִ֥ים אַתֶּ֖ם
 הַיּֽוֹם׃

I am also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, 
as my wife, so as to perpetuate the name of the deceased 



upon his estate, that the name of the deceased may not 
disappear from among his kinsmen and from the gate of 
his home town. You are witnesses today.” 

Now we know. Who is Ruth’s husband? 

ת־הָאִשָּׁ֜ה  ויַֹּ֨אמְר֜וּ כָּל־הָעָ֧ם אֲשֶׁר־בַּשַּׁ֛עַר וְהַזְּקֵנִ֖ים עֵדִ֑ים יִתֵּן֩ יְהוָ֨ה אֶֽ
 הַבָּאָ֣ה אֶל־בֵּיתֶ֗ךָ כְּרָחֵ֤ל ׀ וּכְלֵאָה֙ אֲשֶׁ֨ר בָּנ֤וּ שְׁתֵּיהֶם֙ אֶת־בֵּ֣ית יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל
 וַעֲשֵׂה־חַ֣יִל בְּאֶפְרָ֔תָה וּקְרָא־שֵׁ֖ם בְּבֵ֥ית לָֽחֶם׃

All the people at the gate and the elders answered, “We 
are. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into 
your house like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built up 
the House of Israel! Do chayil (be brave, active) in 
Ephrathah and perpetuate your name in Bethlehem! 

How have the people come full circle? Where else do we have blessings in 
this book? Why do we need blessings now? Why is it surprising? See this; 

  עֲשֵׂה־חַ֣יִל בְּאֶפְרָ֔תָה

 וּקְרָא־שֵׁ֖ם בְּבֵ֥ית לָֽחֶם׃

Do chayil (be brave, active) in Ephrathah 

 and perpetuate your name in Bethlehem! 

Which two themes are brought out here? 

יתְךָ֙ כְּבֵ֣ית פֶּ֔רֶץ אֲשֶׁר־יָלְדָ֥ה תָמָ֖ר לִֽיהוּדָ֑ה מִן־הַזֶּ֗רַע אֲשֶׁ֨ר יִתֵּ֤ן  ויִהִ֤י בֵֽ
נַּעֲרָ֖ה הַזֹּֽאת׃  יְהוָה֙ לְךָ֔ מִן־הַֽ



And may your house be like the house of Perez whom 
Tamar bore to Judah—through the offspring which the 
LORD will give you by this young woman.” 

How is Ruth like 

 Tamar? How is Boaz like Judah? Did Boaz leave his family? 

 ויִַּקַּ֨ח בֹּ֤עַז אֶת־רוּת֙ וַתְּהִי־ל֣וֹ לְאִשָּׁ֔ה ויַָּבֹ֖א אֵלֶ֑יהָ ויִַּתֵּ֨ן יְהוָ֥ה לָ֛הּ הֵרָי֖וֹן וַתֵּ֥לֶד
ן׃  בֵּֽ

So Boaz married Ruth; she became his wife, and he 
cohabited with her. The LORD let her conceive, and she 
bore a son. 

Who is given conception? Why is it surprising?  

Ruth Rabbah 7, 14 

אָמַר רַבִּי שִׁמְעוֹן בֶּן לָקִישׁ, עִקַּר מוֹטְרִין לאֹ הָיָה לָהּ, וְגָלַף לָהּ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא עִקַּר מוֹטְרִין
. 

"So Boaz married Ruth; she became his wife, and he cohabited with 
her. Hashem let her conceive, and she bore a son (Ruth 4:13)". Rabbi 
Shimon the son of Lakish said: "there was no womb for her, but the Holy 
One, blessed be He, carved a womb for her". 

 

ל־נָעֳמִ֔י בָּר֣וּךְ יְהוָ֔ה אֲ֠שֶׁר לֹ֣א הִשְׁבִּ֥ית לָ֛ךְ גּאֵֹ֖ל הַיּ֑וֹם  וַתּאֹמַ֤רְנָה הַנָּשִׁים֙ אֶֽ
ל׃  ויְִקָּרֵ֥א שְׁמ֖וֹ בְּיִשְׂרָאֵֽ



And the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, 
who has not withheld a redeemer from you today! May his 
name be perpetuated in Israel! 

More blessings. Why is it more surprising now? What is the theme again? 
Whose redeemer is this? Tzror Hamor: Why were they comforting her? She 
had PTSD 

 וְהָ֤יָה לָךְ֙ לְמֵשִׁ֣יב נֶ֔פֶשׁ וּלְכַלְכֵּ֖ל אֶת־שֵׂיבָתֵ֑ךְ כִּ֣י כַלָּתֵ֤ךְ אֲ שֶֽׁר־אֲהֵבַ֙תֶךְ֙
 יְלָדַ֔תּוּ אֲשֶׁר־הִיא֙ ט֣וֹבָה לָ֔ךְ מִשִּׁבְעָ֖ה בָּנִֽים׃

He will renew your life and sustain your old age; for he is 
born of your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better 
to you than seven sons.” 

Who else is better than 7 sons? Who is involved in the true love story here? 
Whose problem is solved? Whose book is this? This book has gone from 
despair to hope. Why is this so needed now?  

See Job at the end 

 וַֽיְהִי־לוֹ֛ שִׁבְעָנָ֥ה בָנִי֖ם וְשָׁלוֹ֥שׁ בָּנֽוֹת׃

He also had seven sons and three daughters. 

Why the parallel to Job? 

נֶת׃  וַתִּקַּ֨ח נָעֳמִ֤י אֶת־הַיֶּ֙לֶד֙ וַתְּשִׁתֵ֣הוּ בְחֵיקָ֔הּ וַתְּהִי־ל֖וֹ לְאמֶֹֽ

Naomi took the child and held it to her bosom. She 
became its foster mother, 



 וַתִּקְרֶאנָה֩ ל֨וֹ הַשְּׁכֵנ֥וֹת שֵׁם֙ לֵאמֹ֔ר יֻלַּד־בֵּ֖ן לְנָעֳמִ֑י וַתִּקְרֶ֤אנָֽה שְׁמוֹ֙ עוֹבֵ֔ד
 (ה֥וּא אֲבִי־יִשַׁ֖י אֲבִ֥י דָוִֽד׃ (פ

and the women neighbors gave him a name, saying, “A 
son is born to Naomi!” They named him Obed; he was the 
father of Jesse, father of David. 

Genealogies in Genesis denote the end of an era and the sifting of characters we don’t 
need to know. What is happening here? Why ten generations? Surely there were more 
in 450 years! Why did the women call his name? Why not Boaz? Is he..? Or is there a 
dispute? Or…? Eshkol Hakofer: They called him “Name”. Why is this significant?  

 וְאֵ֙לֶּה֙ תּוֹלְד֣וֹת פָּ֔רֶץ פֶּ֖רֶץ הוֹלִ֥יד אֶת־חֶצְרֽוֹן׃

This is the line of Perez: Perez begot Hezron, 

ינָדָֽב׃  וְחֶצְרוֹן֙ הוֹלִ֣יד אֶת־רָ֔ם וְרָ֖ם הוֹלִ֥יד אֶת־עַמִּֽ

Hezron begot Ram, Ram begot Ammi-nadab, 

ה׃ ינָדָב֙ הוֹלִ֣יד אֶת־נַחְשׁ֔וֹן וְנַחְשׁ֖וֹן הוֹלִ֥יד אֶת־שַׂלְמָֽ  וְעַמִּֽ

Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot Salmon, 

ד׃  וְשַׂלְמוֹן֙ הוֹלִ֣יד אֶת־בֹּ֔עַז וּבֹ֖עַז הוֹלִ֥יד אֶת־עוֹבֵֽ

Salmon begot Boaz, Boaz begot Obed, 

 וְעבֵֹד֙ הוֹלִ֣יד אֶת־יִשָׁ֔י ויְִשַׁ֖י הוֹלִ֥יד אֶת־דָּוִֽד׃

Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David.  



Why is it nice to end with names? Where is the suspense? Who is left out? 
Whose son is Oved? Why is levirate marriage so important? Why important 
now? Why does it say he gave birth? (U. Simon: each birth a miracle?) 

 

Deut. 25 

ל׃  וְהָיָ֗ה הַבְּכוֹר֙ אֲשֶׁר֣ תֵּלֵד֔ יָקוּ֕ם עַל־שֵׁם֥ אָחִי֖ו הַמֵּת֑ וְלֹֽא־יִמָּחֶה֥ שְׁמוֹ֖ מִיִּשְׂרָאֵֽ

The first son that she bears shall be accounted to the dead brother, that his 
name may not be blotted out in Israel. 

 

 

What is the purpose of this book? 
Ruth Rabbah 2, 14 

 א"ר זעירא מגלה זו אין בה לא טומאה ולא טהרה ולא איסור ולא היתר ולמה נכתבה
 ללמדך כמה שכר טוב לגומלי חסדים:

 

 

 

 

 

 



Legal questions 

Status of Moav;  is it is a polemic for who is kosher in Ezra’s days? 

Status of David (zohar chadash) 

Law and Mercy: is it really leverite? Is it really gleanings? Is it really the law 
of Moav? 

Conversion 

Philosophical questions 

Ways of providence 

The problem of evil 

From a good thing comes good. 

Ethical R. Etshalom: the prophets get to the essence of the law 

Kindness how is this related to human action and redemption? 

Continuity 

Responsibility 

It is the Rivka story of David… 

The role of Chesed 

The responsibility of the wealthy 

Eschatological  

How do we bring redemption? 

A book of Israel on a holiday of Israel. The 2 bread must come 
mimoshvoteichem. 



Which meaning connects to Shavuot? 

Conversion 

Harvest time (Avudrahm) 

Getting the torah, like Ruth or through suffering (yalkut shimoni) 

All chesed 

David is born on this day 

It shows the oral tradition 

 

 


