The Days of Preparation for Sinai
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On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone forth
from the land of Egypt, on that very day, they entered the
wilderness of Sinai.

When was it?

Shabbat 86b 87a

The Sages taught: On the sixth day of the month of Sivan, the Ten
Commandments were given to the Jewish people. Rabbi Yosei says: On the
seventh day of the month. Rava said: Everyone agrees that the Jews came to the
Sinai desert on the New Moon, as it is written here: “In the third month after the
children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they
into the wilderness of Sinai” (Exodus 19:1), without elaborating what day it was. And
it is written there: “This month shall be to you the beginning of months; it shall be
the first month of the year to you” (Exodus 12:2). Just as there, the term “this” is
referring to the New Moon, so too, here the term is referring to the New Moon. And
similarly, everyone agrees that the Torah was given to the Jewish people on
Shabbat, as it is written here in the Ten Commandments: “Remember the Shabbat
day to keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8), and it is written there: “And Moses said to the
people: Remember this day, in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of
bondage, for by strength of hand the Lord brought you out from this place; there shall be
no leaven eaten” (Exodus 13:3). Just as there, the mitzva of remembrance was
commanded on the very day of the Exodus, so too, here the mitzva of remembrance
was commanded on the very day of Shabbat. Where Rabbi Yosei and the Sages
disagree is with regard to the determination of the month, meaning which day of the
week was established as the New Moon. Rabbi Yosei held: The New Moon was
established on the first day of the week, and on the first day of the week He did
not say anything to them due to the weariness caused by the journey. On the
second day of the week, He said to them: “And you shall be to Me a kingdom of



priests and a holy nation; these are the words that you shall speak to the children of
Israel” (Exodus 19:6).
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On the third day of the week, God said to them the mitzva of setting boundaries
around Mount Sinai. On the fourth day of the week, the husbands and wives
separated from one another. And the Rabbis hold: On the second day of the week
the New Moon was established, and on the second day of the week God did not
say anything to them due to the weariness caused by their journey. On the third
day of the week, God said to them: “And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and
a holy nation; these are the words that you shall speak to the children of Israel” (Exodus
19:6). On the fourth day of the week, God said to them the mitzva of setting
boundaries around Mount Sinai. On the fifth day of the week, the husbands and wives
separated from one another. The Gemara raises an objection: Doesn’t the verse
state: “And the Lord said to Moses: Go to the people and sanctify them today and
tomorrow and let them wash their garments” (Exodus 19:10), indicating that the
husbands and wives were separated for only two days? This is difficult according to
the opinion of Rabbi Yosei, who said earlier that the separation was for three days.

The Gemara answers: Rabbi Yosei could have said to you: Moses added one day to
the number of days that God commanded based on his own perception
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Having journeyed from Rephidim, they entered the
wilderness of Sinai and encamped in the wilderness. Israel
encamped there in front of the mountain,

Rashi

AND THERE ISRAEL ENCAMPED as one man and with one mind — but all their other
encampments were made in a murmuring spirit and in a spirit of dissension (Mekhilta
d'Rabbi Yishmael 19:2:10).



AND THERE ISRAEL ENCAMPED as one man and with one mind — but all their other
encampments were made in a murmuring spirit and in a spirit of dissension (Mekhilta
d'Rabbi Yishmael 19:2:10).
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and Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him from
the mountain, saying, “Thus shall you say to the house of
Jacob and declare to the children of Israel:
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You have seen what | did to the Egyptians, how | bore
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Me.
Where is to Me? Shadal: Israel. Ibn Ezra: Sinai.
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Now then, if you will obey Me faithfully and keep My

covenant, you shall be My treasured possession among all
the peoples. Indeed, all the earth is Mine,
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Tur Perush Haaruch
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Meshech Hochmah
Even when others worship G-d or G-d as chief G-d, we are still special.
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but you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the
children of Israel.”

Is this a status regarding themselves or vis a vis others?
Tur Perush Haaruch
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Moses came and summoned the elders of the people and
put before them all that the LORD had commanded him.
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All the people answered as one, saying, “All that the
LORD has spoken we will do!” And Moses brought back
the people’s words to the LORD.

Covenental..
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And the LORD said to Moses, “I will come to you in a thick
cloud, in order that the people may hear when | speak with
you and so trust you ever after.” Then Moses reported the
people’s words to the LORD,
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He said to God: "I have heard from them a reply to this statement — that their desire is to hear
the commandments from You and not from me. One who hears from the mouth of a messenger



is not the same (in the same position) as one who hears directly from the mouth of the King
himself. It is our wish to see our King (cf. Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 19:9:2).

Midrash Lekach Tov
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and the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and warn
them to stay pure today and tomorrow. Let them wash
their clothes.

R. Dovid T. Hofmann
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Rabbi Avraham ben HaRambam
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Let them be ready for the third day; for on the third day the

LORD will come down, in the sight of all the people, on
Mount Sinai.

Shadal: Surprize!
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Malbim
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Mamash nevuaH?? Is it really prophecy?
Malbim
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Moreh Nevuchim

Know that the true reality and quiddity of prophecy consist in it
being an overflow overflowing from God, may He be cherished and
honored, through the intermediation of the Active Intellect, toward
the rational faculty in the first place and thereafter toward the imag-
inative faculty. This is the highest degree of man and the ultimate
term of perfection that can exist for his species; and this state is the
ultimate term of perfection for the imaginative faculty. (369)
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normal people lack? Can anyone become a prophet? Does
God raise up prophets, or do people achieve this state on their
own?

We saw that Maimonides thinks people’s views on pro-
phecy mirror their views on creation. Not surprisingly, he
discusses three positions at Guide 2.32: two that represent
extremes, one that represents a compromise. The extreme
positions correspond to a natural and a supernatural account
of prophetic illumination. The compromise position is, in
effect, a modified version of naturalism. Since supernatural-
ism is the easiest to understand, we will take it up first.

According to the supernaturalist, prophecy is a miracle.
As a free agent, God can confer the status of prophet on
anyone He pleases. It makes no difference whether this
individual is ignorant or intelligent, old or young, rich or

poor. There is, then, no way to predict who will become a |
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You shall set bounds for the people round about, saying,
‘Beware of going up the mountain or touching the border
of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death:

Shem mishmuel
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no hand shall touch him, but he shall be either stoned or
shot; beast or man, he shall not live.” When the ram’s horn
sounds a long blast, they may go up on the mountain.”
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Moses came down from the mountain to the people and
warned the people to stay pure, and they washed their
clothes.
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And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day: do
not go near a woman.”
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On the third day, as morning dawned, there was thunder,
and lightning, and a dense cloud upon the mountain, and
a very loud blast of the horn; and all the people who were
in the camp trembled.
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Moses led the people out of the camp toward God, and
they took their places at the foot of the mountain.
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Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke, for the LORD had
come down upon it in fire; the smoke rose like the smoke
of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled violently.
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The blare of the horn grew louder and louder. As Moses
spoke, God answered him in thunder.
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The LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of
the mountain, and the LORD called Moses to the top of
the mountain and Moses went up.
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The LORD said to Moses, “Go down, warn the people not
to break through to the LORD to gaze, lest many of them
perish.
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The priests also, who come near the LORD, must stay
pure, lest the LORD break out against them.”
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But Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up
to Mount Sinai, for You warned us saying, ‘Set bounds
about the mountain and sanctify it.””
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So the LORD said to him, “Go down, and come back
together with Aaron; but let not the priests or the people
break through to come up to the LORD, lest He break out
against them.”
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And Moses went down to the people and spoke to them.



