
Ruth Chapter III: Seduction or Kindness? 

ךְ  וַתֹּ֥אמֶר לָ֖הּ נָעֳמִ֣י חֲמוֹתָ֑הּ בִּתִּ֞י הֲלֹ֧א אֲבַקֶּשׁ־לָ֛ךְ מָנ֖וֹחַ אֲשֶׁ֥ר ייִֽטַב־לָֽ

Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her, “Daughter, I must 
seek rest for you, where you may be happy. 

How is Naomi functioning here? Who started the last 
chapter? This chapter? What did Naomi say in the past 
about rest? “Let each one find rest, each one with their 
husband”. So what is she talking about here? Who is this 
for? Is it really? What is the crisis now? Who is the hero? 
About who’s problem is this book? Who is the greatest 
hero in this book? 

דַעְתָּ֔נוּ אֲשֶׁ֥ר הָיִ֖ית אֶת־נַעֲרוֹתָ֑יו הִנֵּה־ה֗וּא זרֶֹ֛ה  וְעַתָּ֗ה הֲלֹ֥א בֹ֙עַז֙ מֹֽ
יְלָה׃  אֶת־גֹּ֥רֶן הַשְּׂערִֹ֖ים הַלָּֽ

Now there is our kinsman Boaz, whose girls you were 
close to. He will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor 
tonight. 

Why does Naomi reiterate the point about how Ruth was 
with the girls? What is she getting at? If he is winnowing, 
what is the urgency of it? 

 וְרָחַ֣צְתְּ ׀ וָסַ֗כְתְּ וְשַׂ֧מְתְּ שמלתך [שִׂמְלתַֹ֛יִךְ] עָלַ֖יִךְ וירדתי [ויְָרַ֣דְתְּ] הַגֹּ֑רֶן
 אַל־תִּוָּדְעִ֣י לָאִ֔ישׁ עַ֥ד כַּלּתֹ֖וֹ לֶאֱכֹ֥ל וְלִשְׁתּֽוֹת׃



So bathe, anoint yourself, dress up, and (I will: this is not 
read) go down to the threshing floor. But do not disclose 
yourself to the man until he has finished eating and 
drinking. 

Is she suggesting seduction? Why not just ask him to take 
of them, redeem the field? Why is it written but not read 
that Naomi will go to the floor? Why should she wait till he 
is done eating and drinking? Why has Boaz not made a 
first move? Is Boaz a villain? 

Does it remind you of this? 

And the older one said to the younger, “Our father is old, 
and there is not a man on earth to consort with us in the 
way of all the world. 

Come, let us make our father drink wine, and let us lie with 
him, that we may maintain life through our father.” 

That night they made their father drink wine, and the older 
one went in and lay with her father; he did not know when 
she lay down or when she rose. 

 

 ויִהִ֣י בְשָׁכְב֗וֹ ויְָדַ֙עַתְּ֙ אֶת־הַמָּקוֹם֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ר יִשְׁכַּב־שָׁ֔ם וּבָ֛את וְגִלִּ֥ית מַרְגְּלתָֹ֖יו
ין׃  ושכבתי [וְשָׁכָ֑בְתְּ] וְהוּא֙ יַגִּ֣יד לָ֔ךְ אֵ֖ת אֲשֶׁ֥ר תַּעַשִֽׂ



When he lies down, know the place where he lies down, 
and come and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell 
you what you are to do.” 

How many words in this sentence are suggestive? Who 
will take the lead? What does she expect him to do? 
Remember last week, whom did you do with? 

ה׃ עֱשֶֽׂ  וַתֹּ֖אמֶר אֵלֶ֑יהָ כֹּ֛ל אֲשֶׁר־תּאֹמְרִ֥י [אֵלַ֖י] אֶֽ

She replied, “I will do everything you tell (me).” 

How is this typical of Ruth? Why does the written text not 
say that it was said to her? Whom is she doing it for? 

הּ׃  וַתֵּ֖רֶד הַגֹּ֑רֶן וַתַּ֕עַשׂ כְּכֹ֥ל אֲשֶׁר־צִוַּ֖תָּה חֲמוֹתָֽ

She went down to the threshing floor and did just as her 
mother-in-law had instructed her. 

Is she anxious to do so?  

 ויַֹּ֨אכַל בֹּ֤עַז ויֵַּשְׁתְּ֙ ויִַּיטַ֣ב לִבּ֔וֹ ויַָּבֹ֕א לִשְׁכַּ֖ב בִּקְצֵ֣ה הָעֲרֵמָ֑ה וַתָּבֹ֣א בַלָּ֔ט וַתְּגַ֥ל
 מַרְגְּלתָֹ֖יו וַתִּשְׁכָּֽב׃

Boaz ate and drank, and in a cheerful mood went to lie 
down beside the grain pile. Then she went over stealthily 
and uncovered his feet and lay down. 



Why is he so happy? He is a very physical mood. Why so? 
Is he about to be more spiritual or not? How suggestive is 
where she lies?  

יו׃  ויְַהִי֙ בַּחֲצִ֣י הַלַּ֔יְלָה ויֶַּחֱרַ֥ד הָאִ֖ישׁ ויִַּלָּפֵ֑ת וְהִנֵּ֣ה אִשָּׁ֔ה שׁכֶֹ֖בֶת מַרְגְּלתָֹֽ

In the middle of the night, the man gave a start and pulled 
back—there was a woman lying at his feet! 

Was he startled by the cold or by her? How is the 
language suggestive of another occasion?  

 ויַֹּ֖אמֶר מִי־אָ֑תּ וַתֹּ֗אמֶר אָנכִֹי֙ ר֣וּת אֲמָתֶ֔ךָ וּפָרַשְׂתָּ֤ כְנָפֶ֙ךָ֙ עַל־אֲמָ֣תְךָ֔ כִּ֥י
 גאֵֹ֖ל אָֽתָּה׃

“Who are you?” he asked. And she replied, “I am your 
handmaid Ruth. Spread your robe over your handmaid, for 
you are a redeeming kinsman.” 

According to the plan, what was she supposed to do now? 
Instead which conversation does she bring up?  

May G-d pay you back for all that you have done, G-d 
under whose wings you have come.. 

Is this a romantic gesture or a practical one? A spiritual 
one?  



He asks who are you. Why is this significant? Would all 
men ask this question in this situation? How does this fit 
his character? 

He is a redeemer. So is she demanding something? 

 ויַֹּ֗אמֶר בְּרוּכָ֨ה אַ֤תְּ לַֽיהוָה֙ בִּתִּ֔י הֵיטַ֛בְתְּ חַסְדֵּ֥ךְ הָאַחֲר֖וֹן מִן־הָרִאשׁ֑וֹן
יר׃  לְבִלְתִּי־לֶ֗כֶת אַחֲרֵי֙ הַבַּ֣חוּרִ֔ים אִם־דַּ֖ל וְאִם־עָשִֽׁ

He exclaimed, “Be blessed of the LORD, daughter! Your 
latest deed of loyalty is greater than the first, in that you 
have not turned to younger men, whether poor or rich. 

Why is turning to him a kindness? Who are the kind ones 
in this book? How did kindness revive people in this book? 
Did Ruth want to go after the boys? Whose idea is this? 
How has he shifted the conversation? 

עֱשֶׂה־לָּ֑ךְ כִּ֤י יוֹדֵ֙עַ֙ כָּל־שַׁ֣עַר  וְעַתָּ֗ה בִּתִּי֙ אַל־תִּ֣ירְאִ֔י כֹּ֥ל אֲשֶׁר־תּאֹמְרִ֖י אֶֽ
 עַמִּ֔י כִּ֛י אֵ֥שֶׁת חַ֖יִל אָֽתְּ׃

And now, daughter, have no fear. I will do in your behalf 
whatever you ask, for all the elders of my town know what 
a fine woman you are. 

Humpf! If she is proposing, why is he deflecting? What 
sort of encounter is this? Is this what Naomi envisioned? 
How is she like Boaz? What is an eshet chayil and how 
does she qualify? Everyone knows? Have things 



changed? Who brought about that change? Is this about 
physical love? 

נִּי׃  וְעַתָּה֙ כִּ֣י אָמְנָ֔ם כִּ֥י אם גאֵֹ֖ל אָנֹ֑כִי וְגַ֛ם יֵ֥שׁ גּאֵֹ֖ל קָר֥וֹב מִמֶּֽ

But while it is true I am a redeeming kinsman, there is 
another redeemer closer than I. 

 לִ֣ינִי ׀ הַלַּ֗יְלָה וְהָיָ֤ה בַבֹּ֙קֶר֙ אִם־יִגְאָלֵ֥ךְ טוֹב֙ יִגְאָ֔ל וְאִם־לֹ֨א יַחְפֹּ֧ץ לְגָֽאֳלֵ֛ךְ
קֶר׃  וּגְאַלְתִּ֥יךְ אָנֹ֖כִי חַי־יְהוָ֑ה שִׁכְבִ֖י עַד־הַבֹּֽ

Stay for the night. Then in the morning, if he will act as a 
redeemer, good! let him redeem. But if he does not want 
to act as redeemer for you, I will do so myself, as the 
LORD lives! Lie down until morning.” 

If it’s not romantic, why should she stay the night? Who 
else seduced a man in Genesis? How are these stories 
the same, different? How are they related to Ruth? 

עָלֶ֗יהָ וַתְּכַ֤ס בַּצָּעִיף֙ וַתִּתְעַלָּ֔ף וַתֵּ֙שֶׁב֙ בְּפֶ֣תַח  וַתָּסַר֩ בִּגְדֵ֨י אַלְמְנוּתָ֜הּ מֵֽ
י־גָדַ֣ל שֵׁלָ֔ה וְהִ֕וא לֹֽא־נִתְּנָ֥ה ל֖וֹ  עֵינַ֔יִם אֲשֶׁ֖ר עַל־דֶּ֣רֶךְ תִּמְנָ֑תָה כִּ֤י רָאֲתָה֙ כִּֽ
ה׃  לְאִשָּֽׁ

So she took off her widow’s garb, covered her face with a 
veil, and, wrapping herself up, sat down at the entrance to 
Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah; for she saw that 
Shelah was grown up, yet she had not been given to him 
as wife. 



 

 וַתִּשְׁכַּ֤ב מרגלתו [מַרְגְּלוֹתָיוֹ֙] עַד־הַבֹּ֔קֶר וַתָּ֕קָם בטרום [בְּטֶ֛רֶם] יַכִּ֥יר אִ֖ישׁ
 אֶת־רֵעֵ֑הוּ ויַֹּ֙אמֶר֙ אַל־יוִָּדַ֔ע כִּי־בָ֥אָה הָאִשָּׁ֖ה הַגֹּֽרֶן׃

So she lay at his feet until dawn. She rose before one 
person could distinguish another, for he thought, “Let it not 
be known that the woman came to the threshing floor.” 

What does this show about Boaz’s reputation? 

חֳזִי־בָ֖הּ וַתֹּ֣אחֶז בָּ֑הּ ויַָּ֤מָד  ויַֹּ֗אמֶר הָ֠בִי הַמִּטְפַּ֧חַת אֲשֶׁר־עָלַ֛יִךְ וְאֶֽ
יר׃  שֵׁשׁ־שְׂערִֹים֙ ויַָּ֣שֶׁת עָלֶ֔יהָ ויַָּבֹ֖א הָעִֽ

And he said, “Hold out the shawl you are wearing.” She 
held it while he measured out six measures of barley, and 
he put it on her back. And she came back to the town, 

What does this symbolize? (Rashi, six qualities of the 
Meshiach, Ibn Ezra, six great descendants) 

שָׂה־לָ֖הּ  וַתָּבוֹא֙ אֶל־חֲמוֹתָ֔הּ וַתֹּ֖אמֶר מִי־אַ֣תְּ בִּתִּ֑י וַתַּ֨גֶּד־לָ֔הּ אֵ֛ת כָּל־אֲשֶׁ֥ר עָֽ
ישׁ׃  הָאִֽ

she came to her mother-in-law, who asked, “How is it with 
you, daughter?” She told her all that the man had done for 
her; 

She doesn’t know who she is? What he did to/for her. 
What does this mean?Is Naomi happy with the outcome? 



How is this chapter different than the previous? The 
same? 

 וַתֹּ֕אמֶר שֵׁשׁ־הַשְּׂערִֹ֥ים הָאֵ֖לֶּה נָ֣תַן לִ֑י כִּ֚י אָמַ֣ר [אֵלַ֔י] אַל־תָּב֥וֹאִי רֵיקָ֖ם
ךְ׃  אֶל־חֲמוֹתֵֽ

and she added, “He gave me these six measures of 
barley, saying (to me), ‘Do not go back to your 
mother-in-law empty-handed.’” 

Is this true? If not what does it show? Why did Ruth fib? 
What role is Ruth playing in the family? 

דְעִ֔ין אֵ֖יךְ יִפֹּ֣ל דָּבָ֑ר כִּ֣י לֹ֤א יִשְׁקטֹ֙ הָאִ֔ישׁ  וַתֹּ֙אמֶר֙ שְׁבִ֣י בִתִּ֔י עַ֚ד אֲשֶׁ֣ר תֵּֽ
 כִּֽי־אִם־כִּלָּ֥ה הַדָּבָ֖ר הַיּֽוֹם׃

And Naomi said, “Stay here, daughter, till you learn how 
the matter turns out. For the man will not rest, but will 
settle the matter today.” 

How does Naomi know this? 
What kind of redemption is going to take place? Who is 
the redeemer? Where else is there ambiguity in this book 
about G-d vs. human?  
Blessed is he to G-d who has not forgotten his kindness 
with the living and the dead. 
What does this book say about human effort? 
So, is it a seduction? Is it a love story? Who is the hero? In 
what sense? How is Boaz looking?  



Next week: What is the point of this book? 
 


