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May it be Your will, G-d, our G-d and the G-d of our fathers, that You should lead us in peace and direct our steps
in peace, and guide us in peace, and support us in peace, and cause us to reach our destination in life, joy, and
peace (If one intends to return immediately, one adds: and return us in peace). Save us from every enemy and
ambush, from robbers and wild beasts on the trip, and from all kinds of punishments that rage and come to the

world. May You confer blessing upon the work of our hands and grant me grace, kindness, and mercy in Your eyes

and in the eyes of all who see us, and bestow upon us abundant kindness and hearken to the voice of our prayer, for
You hear the prayers of all. Blessed are You G-d, who hearkens to prayer.

Precedent in the Torah
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Jacob then made a vow, saying, “If God remains with me, protecting me on this journey that I am making, and
giving me bread to eat and clothing to wear,
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When the Ark was to set out, Moses would say: Advance, Hashem ! May Your enemies be scattered, And may Your
foes flee before You!
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https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm

Source in the Gemara
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Elijah the Prophet said to Rav Yehuda brother of Rav Sala Hasida: Do not get angry and you will not sin. Do not
get drunk and you will not sin. And when you set out on a journey, consult with your Creator, and then set out. The
Gemara asks: What is the meaning of: Consult with your Creator, and then set out? Rabbi Ya akov said that Rav
Hisda said: That is the traveler’s prayer. And Rabbi Ya’akov said that Rav Hisda said: anyone who sets out on a
Jjourney must recite the traveler’s prayer What is the traveler’s prayer?: May it be Your will, Lord my God, to lead
me to peace, direct my steps to peace, and guide me to peace, and rescue me from the hands of any enemy or
ambush along the way, and send blessing to the work of my hands, and let me find grace, kindness, and compassion
in Your eyes and in the eyes of all who see me. Blessed are You, Lord, Who hears prayer. Abaye said: At all times a
person should associate himself with the congregation. How should he say it? May it be Your will, Lord our God,
that You lead us to peace, etc., When does one pray? Rabbi Ya akov said that Rav Hisda said: From when one sets
out on his journey,. How long Rabbi Ya akov said that Rav Hisda said: At least a parasang.

When to say it and what kind of travel requires it to be said?
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What are they arguing about?
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When to say it and what kind of travel requires it to be said?
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How do you know what Hashem answers?
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Why are some lenient with this prayer?
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The dangers have changed
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Is it based on one’s feeling or personal anxiety?
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If you do say it when flying,
when should It be said?
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Among the practices of my revered father, the Rebbe [Rashab]: When traveling from home, he
would recite the Prayer for Travelersl every day after the morning prayers — albeit without
mentioning G-d’s Name or His sovereignty — though he might remain in a single place for
several months.

Probing Beneath the Surface

This practice of the Rebbe Rashab reminds us that in This World we are mere travelers.

A middle-class visitor to the home of the Maggid of Mezritch once remarked on its meager and
austere furniture.

“Tell me, “the Maggid asked him gently, “why haven’t you got your furniture with you?” *
My furniture?!” the visitor replied in surprise. “But I'm only a wayfarer passing by!”.

“So am I,” said the Maggid. “I, too, am only a wayfarer passing by...."”

On another level, the story of every Jew'’s life is a microcosm of the Jewish people’s trek through
the desert. Every place at which we stay, regardless of how long we are there, is a step toward a
new journey. Its ultimate destination is Eretz Yisrael — in the perfected state that it will attain
after the arrival of Mashiach.

All of our journeys in life thus share the same goal: to take us out of Egypt — the confining
limitations of the material world — and bring us to “a good and spacious land.” On a national
scale, too, the odyssey of the Jewish people in the desert was the model for all future Jewish
wandering, which ultimately is to lead us all to the final goal, the Messianic era. Our challenge
is never to lose sight of the end-point of the journey, nor to cease directing our energies to arrive
there.
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