VHRN N

D'W17 1717 110N
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE FOR TORAH STUDIES

Matan — Great Debates in Jewish History, Philosophy, and Halakha
#16 — The Talmud Bavli vs The Talmud Yerushalmi Part Il

79 17710 9322 TINHN

HRIWY PIRIY NN IR DY DN NRIP TR DY NRIP TNRY MHYPN 1AW (NR) M9 NPRIY (T ,R? 7I9T) 1NIT IRND RPVIR "R
Y DTMYN NN N2 W] AOR (ODR) IR (1,8 71791) NIYNA Y 1T DYANNY Y112W NN YR DYIN 199N NTY AT PRYINY
T PNINY Y2229 N7NIOR 1YY DINOT DNV 1T 1PWYI 19972 11D AT PMIY 7RIV NN YR PNNY 137 I0R N 1YY DNT DI
N NIvna Ntd

Bavli and Yerushalmi — Similarities and Differences - https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/1ggada-jerusalem

In comparing the Bavli to the Yerushalmi, scholars have frequently pointed out that the discussions in the Bavli are more long-
winded and discursive, involving extensive explanation and abstract conceptualization, forced interpretations of early sources,
and so on. The sugyot of the Yerushalmi by comparison are more focused, concrete, and succinct. This comparison, while true
insofar as the final texts of these two works are concerned, is nevertheless extremely misleading. As later critical scholarship has
pointed out, the Bavli is composed of several distinct literary levels — (1) tannaitic; (2) amoraic; (3) stam ha-talmud — i.e. the
literary work of several generations of anonymous redactors (cf. Talmud, Babylonian, The Babylonian Talmud as a Literary
Work). Nearly all of the most prominent features which differentiate the Bavli from the Yerushalmi belong to the largely post-
amoraic stam ha-talmud stratum of the Bavli. As scholars have pointed out, if one isolates the tannaitic and amoraic strata of
the Bavli from the literary embellishments of the starm ha-talmud, the Bavli turns out to be remarkably similar to the
Yerushalmi....

There are, nevertheless, a number of real differences between these two talmudim. First of all, the textual tradition of the
Mishnah which is presupposed by the sugyot of the Bavli is often different from that presupposed by the Yerushalmi (see:
Mishnah: The Later Development of the Text of the Mishnah; and cf. Epstein, Mishnah, 18—25, 195). Second, the Aramaic
language of the Yerushalmi differs from that of the Bavli. The language of the Bavli, which is familiar to most Talmud students,
belongs to the eastern branch of Aramaic (which includes Mandaic and Syriac). The language of the Yerushalmi, on the other
hand, belongs to the western branch of Aramaic (which includes Samaritan and Palestinian Christian Aramaic), and is unfamiliar
to most students trained in the Bavli....

Only about one-sixth of the Jerusalem Talmud consists of * 7ggadah, compared with one-third of the Babylonian. This may be

due to the fact that in Erez Israel the aggadic element was assembled in special collections, out of which the later Midrashim
evolved. There are in fact many aggadic passages in the Yerushalmi which closely resemble parallel passages found in the classic
aggadic collections — * Genesis Rabbah, * Leviticus Rabbah, * Pesikta de-Rav Kahana, etc. — though the precise literary and
historical relationship between these parallel texts is not always clear (see * Genesis Rabbal)..... In the Yerushalmi there is a
marked lack of demonology or angelology which looms so large in the Babylonian Talmud, although, contrary to the statement
of Ginzburg, shedim (“devils”) are mentioned (T], Shab. 1:3, 3b; Git. 6:8, 48b). There are many references to sorcery (cf. Sanh.
7:13, 25¢ and even in a halakhic context, Naz. 7:1, 57a); magic (Shab. 6:9, 8d; cf. TB, Shab. 66b) and astrology (Shab. 6:9, 8d) are
also mentioned. There is reference only to the two biblical angels Michael and Gabriel.

Fundamental/Theological Differences?
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Textual Comparison — Rashbi in the Cave

— Bavlihttps://www.sefaria.org.il/Shabbat.33b? lang=en

Talmud Yerushalmi, Shevi’it 9:1
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RSBY hid in a cave for thirteen years, in a cave of Terumah carobs, until
his body became covered with sores.

At the end of thirteen years, he said: “Perhaps I shall go out and see what
is happening in the world.” He went out and sat at the mouth of the cave
(and) saw a hunter tracking birds (and) spreading his net. He (RSBY) heard
a heavenly voice saying: “You are dismissed” and it (the bird) escaped. He
said: “Without (the decree of ) heaven (even) a bird does not perish, so much
more a man.”

When he saw that things had quieted down, he said: “Let us go down
and bathe (lit. become warm) at these baths of Tiberias.” He said: “We ought
to do something (tagqana) as our fathers of old have done. And (Jacob) favored
(lit. encamped before) the city (Gen 33:18) — they established duty-free markets and
sold (goods) on the market.” He said: “Let us purify Tiberias.” And he took
lupines, sliced and scattered (them), and wherever there was a corpse, it would
float and rise up to the surface.

A Samaritan sceing him said: “Let me go and ridicule this Jewish elder.”
He took a corpse, went and buried it in a place that he (R. Simcon) had
purified. He then came to RSBY and said to him: “Have you not purified
that place? Nonetheless I can produce (a corpse) for you from there.” RSBY,
Perceiving through the holy spirit that he had placed one there, said: “I decree

that those above shall descend (i.e. the Samaritan should dic) and that those
below (the corpse) shall arise.” And thus it happened.

Why is the Bavli Superior?

Geonic Responsa, Rav Hai Gaon
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Rav Yitzchak Alfasi (Rif), North Africa, 1013-1103

We do not rule lie this, for since our Talmud permits this, we don’t care that the Yerushalmi forbids it, because we rely on
our Talmud as it was later, and they were greater experts in the Yerushalmi than us, and if they did not rule like the
Yerushalmi, it should not be relied on, and they did not permit it.
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Jewish Virtual Library - Acceptance of the Two Talmuds

The Jerusalem Talmud was completed at least a century before the compilation of the Babylonian Talmud — c. 400. Its close

was probably due to the situation which prevailed in Erez Israel. In 351 the Roman commander Ursicinus wreaked vengeance
on the Jews of Tiberias, Sepphoris, and Lydda, the seats of the three academies, because of their revolts against the army. It was

the beginning of the end of organized Jewish learning in Erez Israel. The activities of the main school, that of Tiberias, came to
an end with the extinction of the patriarchate in 421, as a result of the troubles and persecution which followed the Christian
domination. Although study of the Torah did not cease entirely, conditions were not conducive to the flourishing

of halakhot or the creation of halakhic works. It was, in fact, almost a miracle that the Torah of Erez Israel was not forgotten
entirely. Until the rise of Islam each Talmud was probably authoritative in its own sphere. With the spread of Islam and the
establishment of the caliphate at Baghdad in the eighth century, however, the geonim of Babylon succeeded in establishing the
authority of the Babylonian Talmud throughout Europe. Students flocked to the academies of Babylon from Spain, Provence,
Italy, North Africa, and the Byzantine Empire. Hai Gaon (d. 1038) had already laid it down that decisions of the Jerusalem
Talmud are to be disregarded when they conflict with those of the Babylonian ( 7eshuvot ha-Ge’onim, ed. Lyck, no. 46; Sha‘aref
Teshuvah, no. 39; cf. Ha-Eshkol, Hilkhot Sefer Torah, 60b). It was in North Africa that the relationship of the Babylonian
Talmud to the Jerusalem Talmud was finally determined. The Jerusalem Talmud was studied intensively in the school

of *Nissim b. Jacob ibn Shahin and *Hananel b. Hushi’el. It has been suggested, but without any corroborative evidence, that

Hushi’el, the father of Hananel, brought it from his native southern Italy, where Palestinian influence was strong. Nissim
maintained that many passages in the Babylonian Talmud could be understood only when compared with the parallel passage in
the sister Talmud. But it was Isaac Alfasi, the most prominent halakhic figure in North Africa following Hananel, who
formalized the role of the Jerusalem Talmud in the emerging world of the *rishonim. On the one hand, in his classic and
decisive work Hilkhot ha-Rifhe quotes the Jerusalem Talmud extensively, yet at the same time he states unequivocally (Er.
104b) that ”since our Talmud [the Babylonian] permits it [the causing of sound on Sabbath] it is of no concern to us that the
Talmud of the west forbids it, because we rely upon our Talmud since it is later (batra’e) in time, and they were more versed in
that Talmud than we are. Were they not convinced that one need not rely upon that statement of the Jerusalem Talmud they
would not have permitted it.” The Jerusalem Talmud was not extensively used by Rashi; his quotations from it are very often
secondhand, culled from other works. It was, however, better known among some of the tosafists. For example, Solomon ibn

Adret and Simeon b. Zemah Duran both state that Judah b. Yakar, who lived in France around 1200, wrote a commentary on

it. In the 13" century, the talmudic school of Nahmanides, following the precedents of Hananel and Alfasi, continued to study
the Yerushalmi in conjunction with their exposition of the Bavli.

David Kraemer, A History of the Talmud
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world-changing development: the conquest of much of the setded world
by the armies of Islam. The Islamic conquest commenced with the flight of
Muhammad and his followers to Medina in 622, and significant territories
beyond Arabia, from the borders of China and India in the east to North
Africa and the Iberian pcninsula in the west, were alrcady under Muslim
rule by the end of the Umayyad Caliphate (750). By this time almost all
Jews, virtually wherever they made their homes, lived in Muslim lands.
Bur it was the emergence of the Abbasid Caliphate, which brought abour a
veritable “goldcn age” in many of the lands under its domination, that
changed Jewish history forever, for the Abbasids made their capital in
Baghdad — that is, precisely in the center of Jewish Babylonia. The coinci-
dence of the central Islamic authority with the Babylonian rabbinic
academies gave those academies — and their Talmud, the Bavli — an
unmistakable advantage over any Palestinian rabbinic competition. This

disagreement between the two, the later was be preferred. R. Hai Gaon
adds that the sages of the Yerushalmi were subject to persecutions while
that document was being compiled, while those behind the Bavli, living in
peace, could critique and refine received teachings without such pressure,
leading to superior ourcomes.*® Over time, defenders of the Bavli’s ascen-
dency asserted that it was, in terms of its formulation and logic, simply
superior — an assessment with which many later scholars, both traditional
and academic, have agreed.

Marina Rustow offers

the that the

Bavli “triumphed” under Geonic auspices. She notes that “though al-Fasi

some  resistance o notion

The Reception of the Bavli 183

The Geonic authorities who sponsored the Babylonian Talmud had w
be aware of the fact that there was an earlier, competitive Talmud — the
Yerushalmi — although they seem generally to have ignored it. In fact, the
only Geonic reference to the Yerushalmi before Saadiah Gaon (882-942)
is found in an anci-Palestinian polemic penned by Pirqoy ben Baboy
(eighth—ninth centuries)."? Thei
an implied dismissal of the ecarlier text. Even if this is over-reading the
evidence, it is clear that the Yerushalmi was not, until Saadiah, even
glancingly engaged by any Babylonian sage.™* Furthermore, from the time
the Yerushalmi was first referenced in Babylonia, Geonic authorities
worked to assure its secondary status. Bcghming with ben Baboy, geonim
regularly offered polemics in favor of the Bavli, polemics that were ultim-
ately so successtul that the Yerushalmi was largely neglected by yeshivor
from the Geonic period until modernity. Persuaded of the superiority of
the Bavli, the Jewish world (at least the rabbinic part of it) came to
organize its practice on the foundation of that document for centuries
to come.

- broad silence may have been ideological,

17n 1100 |
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The geonim understood themselves and their academies to be both the
from which che
Bavli emerged, whatever the historical reality of the earlier institutions

inheritors and the continuation of the Talmudic academie

(what mattered was not the historic reality but the “memory” of the
Talmudic academies as preserved in the Geonic schools). Their pride as
inheritors of the Babylonian rabbinic tradidon and their devotion to its
product, the Talmud, was itself, of course, key to the canonization of the
inherited corpus, first in the circles of influence of the academies and later
in broader swathes of Jewry. Given the centrality of the Geonic conduit,

history. What actually made the emergence of new centers of Talmud
study possible at this time?

The answer, it seems to me, is the “publication” of the Talmud — by
the very institutions the decline of which this publication made possible.
As we recounted earlier, the Geonic ycshivahs canonized the Talmud, in
every respect. Through the “worldwide” authority they exerted in the
Jewish world, they notified other communities of its authority and
disseminated the text to scholars in those communities. Now, possessing
the foundation of rabbinic knowledge and authority, those scattered
scholars had what they needed w press the rabbinic agenda forward.
They no longer needed to turn to the Babylonians for instruction.
Inquiries from far-flung communities no longer needed to be sent to
the Babylonian yeshivahs because what mattered in those yeshivahs — the
Bavli — had come to them. When the old center is no longer necessary,
because its source of authority has “flown the coop,” new centers are
empowered to emerge. Indeed, the emergence of those new centers is
itself evidence of the dissemination of the new canonical foundation.
With the publication of the Bavli, the decline of the Babylonian center
was a foregone conclusion.**

Maybe It’s Not So Clear

Rabbi Michael Broyde, https://www.torahmusings.com/2011/05/the-yerushalmi-as-a-source-of-halacha/
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There are, I believe, two distinctly different schools of thought. One view in the Rishonim and Acharonim posits that the
Jerusalem Talmud is a very secondary document, close to irrelevant and can be virtually ignored.

The other view sees the Jerusalem Talmud as a central document of falacha, and one should therefore interpret the Bavli in
light of the Yerushalmi. As Rabbi Joseph Karo writes (Kessef Mishneh, Gerushin 13:18), “Any way that we can interpret the
Bavli to prevent it from arguing with the Yerushalmi is better, even if the explanation is a bit forced (n¥p »nT).” To recast this
in a slightly stronger way, it is well-nigh impossible to determine the Aalacha, in this view, without a firm grasp of the
Yerushalmi because one cannot always adopt as halachically normative the best and simplest explanation of the Bavli—a
difficult explanation of the Bavli that is consistent with the Yerushalmi is better as a matter of normative Jewish law than a
better explanation of the Bavli that is inconsistent with the Yerushalmi. So claims the Bet Yosef.

Anyone who is a regular learner of the Rashba or Ritva, who has seen Rambam’s Hilchot ha-Yerushalmi (ed. R. S. Lieberman),
or who has learned Rabbeinu Chananel regularly sees that these Rishonim were clear masters of the Yerushalmi as well as the
Bavli. Such is not the case for Rashi and his disciples, who make almost no use of the Yerushalmi and did not seem to think
themselves any the worse for it.[1] Indeed, a common methodological insight of the mainstream Ashkenazic commentators is
that they seldom use the Yerushalmi (except, perhaps, Ra’aviyah). Mordechai, Maharam, Yereim, Semak, et. al. nearly never
cite the Yerushalmi.

For an example of the approach of Tosafot, see B.Berachot 11b, s.v. she-kevar niftar, where Tosafot state in response to a
difficulty presented by a Yerushalmi: “And Ri answers that we do not accept this Yerushalmi since our Talmud does not quote
it.” According to Ri, sources not cited in “our Talmud” [the Bavli] are not binding. Indeed, the formulation of “I found in the
Yerushalmi” (/matzati biverushalmij—invoking the phrase “I found,” which Tosafot do not use in reference to the Bavli—
reflects this lack of familiarity.

This same divergence continues for centuries, with some halachic authorities seeking detailed, close study of the Yerushalmi and
others essentially ignoring it. For example, anyone who closely studies Aruch ha-Shulchan sees that he regularly cites the
Yerushalmi. His quotes frequently reflect that he is a regular student of the Yerushalmi with novel and fluent insights. This is not
the case for the Mishnah Berurah, who never quotes the Yerushalmi except when it is quoted by others. The same is true

for Igrot Moshe and Dibrot Moshe. Rav Moshe Feinstein’s fluency with the Bavli is amazing and his insights are beyond
compare. But in my study of both Dibrot Moshe and [grot Moshe, | cannot recall finding a single novel citation to the
Yerushalmi by Rav Moshe.

The Rambam and the Yerushalmi
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