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Matan — Great Debates In Jewish History, Philosophy, and Halakha
Rabban Gamliel and Rabbi Yehoshua
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Genealogy - https://www.sefaria.org.il/sheets/127063.1112 lang=bi

(1) Rabban Gamaliel the Elder (Gamaliel 1), first half of the first century.
(2) Rabban Simeon ben Gamaliel (Simeon ben Gamaliel I), son of (1).
(3) Rabban Gamaliel of Yabneh (Gamaliel II), son of (2).

(4) Rabban Simeon ben Gamaliel (Simeon ben Gamaliel Il), son of (3).
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Nedarim 50b:3-4

The daughter of the emperor said to Rabbi Yehoshua ben Hananya: You are the epitome of magnificent Torah,

but it is stored in an ugly vessel, as Rabbi Yehoshua ben Hananya was an unattractive man. He said to her: You
may learn the answer to your statement from your father’s house. In what container do you place wine? She said
to him: In earthenware vessels. He said to her: Is it conceivable that everyone stores their wine in earthenware
vessels, and you also store it in earthenware vessels? Is there no distinction between the emperor and ordinary
people? You should place your wine in vessels of silver and gold. She went and placed the wine in vessels of
silver and gold, and it spoiled. Rabbi Yehoshua said to her: The same is also true of the Torah. It spoils if it is
contained in a handsome person. She asked him: But are there not people who are both good looking and
learned in Torah? He said to her: If they were ugly they would be even more learned.
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Bava Batra 60b:11

The sages taught that when the Temple was destroyed a second time, there was an increase in the number of
ascetics among the Jews, whose practice was to not eat meat and to not drink wine. Rabbi Yehoshua joined them
to discuss their practice. He said to them: My children, for what reason do you not eat meat and do you not
drink wine? They said to him: Shall we eat meat, from which offerings are sacrificed upon the altar, and now the
altar has ceased to exist? Shall we drink wine, which is poured as a libation upon the altar, and now the altar has
ceased to exist?

Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: If so, we will not eat bread either, since the meal-offerings that were offered upon
the altar have ceased. They replied: You are correct. It is possible to subsist with produce. He said to them: We
will not eat produce either, since the bringing of the first fruits have ceased. They replied: You are correct. We
will no longer eat the produce of the seven species from which the first fruits were brought, as it is possible to
subsist with other produce. He said to them: If so, we will not drink water, since the water libation has ceased.
They were silent, as they realized that they could not survive without water.
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Rosh Hashanah 25a

And there was another incident in which two witnesses came and said: We saw the new moon at its anticipated
time, i.e., on the night of the thirtieth day of the previous month; however, on the following night, i.e., the start
of the thirty-first, which is often the determinant of a full, thirty-day month, it was not seen. And nevertheless
Rabban Gamliel accepted their testimony and established the New Moon on the thirtieth day. Rabbi Dosa ben
Horkinas disagreed and said: They are false witnesses; how can witnesses testify that a woman gave birth and the
next day her belly is between her teeth, i.e., she is obviously still pregnant? If the new moon was already visible at
its anticipated time, how could it not be seen a day later? Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: I see the logic of your
statement; the New Moon must be established a day later. Upon hearing that Rabbi Yehoshua had challenged his
ruling, Rabban Gamliel sent a message to him: | decree against you that you must appear before me with your
staff and with your money on the day on which Yom Kippur occurs according to your calculation; according to
my calculation, that day is the eleventh of Tishrei, the day after Yom Kippur. ... Rabbi Yehoshua went to Rabbi
Dosa ben Harkinas to discuss the matter who said to him: If we call into question the decision of Rabban Gamiliel,
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then we need to call into question every decision that has been made since Moses. ... So, he took his staff and his
money in his hand, and went to Yavne to Rabban Gamliel on the day on which Yom Kippur occurred according
to his own calculation. Upon seeing him, Rabban Gamliel stood up and kissed him on his head. He said to him:
Come in peace, my teacher and my student. You are my teacher in wisdom, as Rabbi Yehoshua was wiser than
anyone else in his generation, and you are my student, as you accepted my statement, despite your disagreement
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As the preeminent member of an influential family, Rabban|
Gamliel was aware of the criticisms levelled at him, and he knew that anyé
attempt to quell disagreement was likely to be interpreted as a struggle
for status. While his pedigree was undoubtedly significant to the people,
it seemed to be of little consequence to the sages. At the heart of Rabban
Gamliel's dispute with Rabbi Yehoshua was the question of whether the
patriarchy or the sages should take precedence. We are accustomed to
regarding Rabban Gamliel's quarrel with the sages as personal, rife with
concerns about authority and power. But in my view, Rabban Gamliel
embodied the mission to unify the nation after the destruction of the
Temple, a formidable task given the proliferation of halakhic dissent
cultivated by the students of Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkaj.



