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Thoughts
Prayers

Timeless perspectives on tefillah,
based on the teachings of Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z°|

Scheduled Spontaneity and Shaky Structures
Rabbl Larry Rothwachs Confronting the Paradox of Jewish Prayer

. ¥ Taking in the View: The Extraordinary
Monday nlghts at 8:15 PM Landscape of Jewish Prayer

What the Siddur Can Teach Us About the
Shiurim will be live-streamed and recorded at: History, Faith. and Spirit of the Jewish Peaple .

. Giving and Receiving: The Foundational
n Facebook: Relationship of Sacrifice and Prayer
facebook.com/larry.rothwachs

Morning. Afternoon, and Night

YouTube: The Three Gateways of Prayer

youtube.com/larryrothwachs Please Confirm Receipt: How Do | Know if

_— My Prayers Have Been Answered?
To sponsor any of the shiurim, Ak 2

please contact office@bethaaron.org




What the Siddur Can
Teach Us About the
History, Faith, and Spirit
of the Jewish People
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From the Destruction of Judah in 586
BC to the Present Arab Israeli Conflict

<i¥=The definitive, single-volume classic,

newly revised and up-dated by the author
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JEWISH HISTORY

From Abraham 10 Modern Israel
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RESTORING THE COMMON GO0OD
IN DIVIDED TIMES

JONATHAN SACKS
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. "Beneath the surface”
. “"Below the Surface”



HISTORY - ON THE "SURFACE"

20PN 22 My? 'n DX M1 At
— Recited by Dovid
HaMelech when having
assembled the necessary
conftributions for the nmm
VT?NnA, Wigllela would
ultimately be constructed
by Shlomo HaMelech




HISTORY - ON THE “"SURFACE"

"MAN MY NN —
Referencing the
covenant with
Avraham, changing
of his name, efc.




HISTORY - ON THE “"SURFACE"

" IR" — Shiras HaYam




HISTORY - ON THE “"SURFACE"

N2INAN N2 —  elaborate
descriptions of n"x* and
DM
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HISTORY - ON THE “"SURFACE"
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"We are a people defined by
history. We carry our past with us.
We relive It in ritual and prayer. We
are NOT lonely individuals,
disconnected with past and
present. We are characters in the
world’s oldest confinuous story,
charged with writing ifs next
chapter and handing it on fo
those who come after us. The
Siddur 1s, among other things, a
book of Jewish memory.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z''|



FAITH - ON THE "SURFACE"
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« God as Creator ' | :
« God franscends
fime and place
« God as Redeemer
 God as Protector
e Eternity of the soul




FAITH - ON THE "SURFACE"
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« 13 MM~ My, Including:
« God franscends fime and space, efc.
« |Incorporedlity of God
e Torah is divine
« EXistence of prophecy
 Reward and punishment
» Belief in the ultimate coming of Mashiach
« Resurrection of the dead




FAITH - ON THE "SURFACE"
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 Love and fear of God
 Oneness/unity ot God
 NNIXNN 21V N?227
« Reward and

punishment

« God as Redeemer




FAITH - ON THE "SURFACE"

12y" o A
 Unigue status of the T e e e
Jewish people "”’" N IR TR
« Qur vision for the ‘ - .
world
o Assertion of our belief
N the ultimate

universal acceptance
of God as King of the
Welile




“The Siddur is also a book of Jewish
faith. Scholars of Judaism, noting that
It contains little systematic theology,
have sometimes concluded that it is
a religion of deeds not creeds, acfts
not beliefs. They were wrong
because they were searching in the
wrong place. They were looking for a
ibrary of works lke  Moses
Maimonides’ Guide for the
Perplexed. They should have looked
instead at the prayer book. The
home of Jewish belief is the Siddur.”

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z'"'|



HISTORY — "BENEATH THE SURFACE"

D2V DNNVYN 1INIRY 1IMYRS % >

yny 01 221 0Mya DMNIN 1221 1Y
"N

« During the 5™ century, the
Jews Iin the Persian Empire
were forbidden from reciting
the shema, guards were
stationed at every shul to
enforce this law.

« Even after this ban was lifted,
the first 1pa of ynw was made
part of the Introductory
prayer of nMnv.




HISTORY — "BENEATH THE SURFACE"

"MN" — From the song Dovid
HaMelech sang when the
Aron was brought fo
Yerushalayim




HISTORY — "BENEATH THE SURFACE"
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HISTORY — "BENEATH THE SURFACE"
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1.In 168 BCE, Antiochus
forbade the reading of
the Torah. The reading of
the K211 then became
iINnfroduced as a substitute

2. Instituted as a response
to sects of Jews that did
not accept the books of
the Dx11




HISTORY — "BENEATH THE SURFACE"

D'NNN QX and MaP
« Written In the late
1" century, affer
the destruction of
communities by
Christian crusaders




FAITH — "BENEATH THE SURFACE"

NN 22X NIO12

« Highlights our belief that
man IS creafed In @
state of purity, against
the Pauline docirine of
Original Sin




FAITH — "BENEATH THE SURFACE"

TN X1 NDNA
« Protest against dualism,
Wigllelg glefe a

considerable following

|n the first 4 centuries CE
« This bracha emphasizes
the Jewish Insistence
that all reality derives
from a single source




FAITH — "BENEATH THE SURFACE"
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« Eight pairs of words, conveying an affirmation of the
previously mentioned fruth - - "nrn 121"

« Hashem'’s presence in the world i1s constant, and in all
circumstances, whether during a fime of n1w 12w or
D19 1NDN




FAITH — "BENEATH THE SURFACE"
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« Possible response 1o 11X that there Is fo be no fire/light

on Shabbos



HISTORY — "BELOW THE SURFACE"
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HISTORY — "BELOW THE SURFACE"
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HISTORY — "BELOW THE SURFACE"
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FAITH — "BELOW THE SURFACE"

INKY N2

First part consists of 10 ditferent aspects of the
definifion of the vmann 0OV, n-1-n-. Each of
these Is preceded by 11N

Every one of these definitions Is based on @
separate 1va (See Rav Schwab on Prayer for
more detail)



FAITH — "BELOW THE SURFACE"

MMXY N2

e D?2AWVN N'M MRV A = God is the Creator,
created the world pPxn v2, M1Man 22 ninn

 NWNII NV N2 = God constantly creates

* NVIVI 1NIX N2 = He makes His word info reality,
l.e. He makes His word come frue

DM M M2 = God metes out punishment to
the Dwwn

* YAXN 2V DN M2 = God has mercy on the
edarth



FAITH — "BELOW THE SURFACE"

INKY N2

NnMan 2y 0NN N2 = God bestows His mercy
and compassion upon all living creatures

’R7'2 21V 12V Db?wn 1Na = God created Xan 0?21y
as a place of reward for DT

NX12 021 )N N2 = God Is eternal

22XN NNMa N = God redeems and saves Us
from suffering

my Ma = God’s name, iIn and of itseltf, 1s
beyond comprehension



FAITH — "BELOW THE SURFACE"

NANVY?

.. MI7ND TY2 JRY NIANY?

LAPIAN YPORY IPIN D NN 2 0D
NINTIND D-N

NINJID PTN

N9} >7PY3a INIAD

TN

DX N I-N




FAITH — "BELOW THE SURFACE"
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Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik z"|



FAITH — "BELOW THE SURFACE"
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FAITH — "BELOW THE SURFACE"
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Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik z"|



FAITH — "BELOW THE SURFACE"
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FAITH — "BELOW THE SURFACE"
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FAITH — "BELOW THE SURFACE"
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