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Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: The song in the Torah, i.c., the Song at the
Sea (Exodus 15:1-19), Moses and the Jewish people recited it when they
ascended from the sea. The Gemara asks: And who said this hallel mentioned in
the mishna, Psalms 113-118? The Gemara answers: The Prophets among them
established this hallel for the Jewish people, that they should recite it on every
appropriate occasion; and for every trouble, may it not come upon them, they
recite the supplications included in allel. When they are redeemed, they recite

it over their redemption, as halle/ includes expressions of gratitude for the

redemption.
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It was taught in a barita that Rabbi Meir would say: All the praises stated in
the book of Psalms were recited by David, as it is stated: “The prayers of
David, son of Yishai, are ended [24/u])” (Psalms 72:20). Do not read kalu;
rather, read kol elu, all of these, which indicates that the entire book of Psalms
consists of the prayers of King David.
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The Gemara clarifies: According to those who dispute Rabbi Meir’s claim that the
entire book of Psalms was composed by King David, who recited this hallel?
Rabbi Yosei says: My son Elazar says that Moses and the Jewish people recited

it when they ascended from the sea. And his colleagues dispute him, saying
that it was recited by King David. And the statement of my son, Elazar,
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and the Sages would be cheered. Ultimately, he sat in trepidation and began
teaching the halakha.
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The Sages taught: This hallel, who initially recited it? Rabbi Eliezer says: Moses

and the Jewish people recited it when they stood by the sea. They said: “Not to

us, God, not to us, but to Your name give glory” (Psalms 1 15:1). The Divine

Spitit responded and said to them: “For My own sake, for My own sake, will I
do it” (Isaiah 48:11). Rabbi Yehuda says: Joshua and the Jewish people recited
it when they defeated the kings of Canaan who stood against them (see Joshua

12:7-24). They said: Not to us, and the Divine Spirit responded: For My own
sake.
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Rabbi Elazar HaMod#'i says: Deborah and Barak recited it when Sisera stood
against them (sce Judges 4-5). They said: Not to us, and the Divine Spirit
responded and said to them: For My own sake, for My own sake, will I do it.
Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya says: Hezekiah and his company recited it when
Sennacherib stood against them (see II Kings 18-19). They said: Not to us and
the Divine Spirit responded: For My own sake. Rabbi Akiva says: Hananiah,
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Mishael, and Azariah recited it when the wicked Nebuchadnezzar stood
against them (see Daniel 3). They said: Not to us, and the Divine Spirit
responded: For My own sake. Rabbi Yosei HaGelili says: Mordecai and Esther
recited it when the wicked Haman stood against them. They said: Not to us,
and the Divine Spirit responded: For My own sake (see the book of Esther).
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And the Rabbis say that hallel was not established for any specific event, but the
Prophets among them instituted that the Jewish people should recite it on
every appropriate occasion, and for every trouble, may it not come upon the

Jewish people. When they are redeemed, they recite it over their redemption.
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The Gemara continues to discuss the term halleluya. Rav Hisda said: The
halleluya stated in the final verse in several Psalms signifies the end of a chapter.
Rabba bar Rav Huna said: Halleluya marks the start of a new chapter, the
beginning of the next psalm. Rav Hisda said: I saw a book of Psalms in the study
hall of Rav Hanin bar Rav, in which it is written balleluya in the middle of the
chapter, i.e., between the chapters, neither at the start of one psalm nor at the
end of the next. Apparently; Rav Hanin bar Rav was uncertain where the word

belonged.
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4 Anyone obligated to read the Scroll is obligated to light the Chanukah lamp.
And the one who lights on the first night recites three blessings - and these are
them: Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who has sanctified us
with His commandments, and commanded us to light the Chanukah lamp; who
made miracles for our ancestors, etc.; and who has kept us alive, and preserved us,
etc. And anyone who sees it and did not [yet] recite the blessing, recites two
blessings: Who made miracles for our ancestors; and who has kept us alive. And
on the other nights: The one who lights recites two blessings and the one who
sees recites one blessing. For we only recite the blessing, "who has keprt us alive,”

on the first night.
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5 We complete the Hallel on each and every day of the eight days of Chanukah.
And before it, we recite the blessing, "Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the
universe, who has sanctified us with His commandments, and commanded us to

complete the Hallel" - both the individual or the community. Even though the

reading of the Hallel is a commandment from the words of the Scribes (rabbinic),
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commanded us" - in the [same] way that we recite the blessing on the Scroll and

one recites the blessing, "who has sanctified us with His commandments, and

on the eruv (which are also rabbinic). For we recite a blessing over any definite
[commandment] from their words. But we do not recite [this] blessing upon
something from their words when its main doing is on account of a doubt. For
example, we do not recite a blessing on the tithe of demai. So why do we recite a
blessing on the second day, given that [the Sages] only ordained it because of a
doubt? In order that [people] would not disparage it.
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6 And it is not only the Hallel of Chanukah that is from the words of the Scribes.
Rather the reading of the Hallel is always from the words of the Scribes on all of
the days in which we complete the Hallel. And it is 2 commandment to complete
the Hallel on eighteen days in the year. And these are them: The eight days of the
Festival (Sukkot); eight days of Chanukah; the first day of Passover; and the day
of [Shavuot]. But there is no Hallel on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur because
they are days of repentance, awe and fear - not days of excessive joy. And they did

not ordain Hallel on Purim, because the Scroll [of Esther that is read on it] is the
Hallel.
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