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Jeremiah 2:2

(2) Go proclaim to Jerusalem: Thus
said the LORD: I accounted to your
favor The devotion of your youth,
Your love as a bride— How you
followed Me in the wilderness, In a
land not sown.

Ezekiel 16:8

(8) when I passed by you [again]
and saw that your time for love had
arrived. So I spread My robe over
you and covered your nakedness,
and I entered into a covenant with
you by oath—declares the Lord
GOD:; thus you became Mine.

Proverbs 18:22

(22) He who finds a wife has found
happiness And has won the favor of
the LORD.
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Genesis 1:27-28

(27) And God created man in His
image, in the image of God He
created him; male and female He
created them. (28) God blessed
them and God said to them, “Be
fertile and increase, fill the earth
and master it; and rule the fish of
the sea, the birds of the sky, and all
the living things that creep on
earth.”

Genesis 2:24

(24) Hence a man leaves his father
and mother and clings to his wife,
so that they become one flesh.

Mishnah Yevamot 6:6

(6) A man shall not abstain from
procreation unless he already has
children. Beth Shammai says: two
males, And Beth Hillel says: male
and a female, for it says, “Male and
female created he them” (Genesis
5:2). If a man married a woman and
lived with her for ten years and she
bore no child, he may not abstain
[any longer from the duty of
propagation]. If he divorced her she
is permitted to marry another, and
the second husband may also live
with her for ten years. If she
miscarried [the period of ten years]
is counted from the time of her
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miscarriage. A man is commanded
concerning the duty of propagation
but not a woman. Rabbi Yohanan
ben Beroka says: Concerning both
of them it is said, “And God blessed
them; and said to them... “Be
fruitful and multiply” (Genesis
1:28).

Mishnah Sotah 4:3

Rabbi Eliezer says: he may marry
another wife and be fruitful and
multiply with her. All other women
either drink or do not receive the
ketubah.

Elephantine Document
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And I shall have no right to say I have another wife besides Miphtahiah
and other children than the children whom Miphtahiah shall bear to me. If
I say I have children and wife other than Miphtahiah and her children, I
will pay to Miphtahiah the sum of 20 kerashin, royal weight, and I shall
have no right to take way my goods and chattels from Miphtahiah; and if I
remove them from her (erasure) I will pay to Miphtahiah the sum of 20

kerashin, royal weight.

Damascus Document

[They] are caught by two (snares). By unchastity, (namely), taking two
wives in their lives, while the foundation of creation is “male and female
*256 he created them.” And those who entered (Noah’s) ark went two by
two into the ark. And of the prince it is written “Let him not multiply
wives for himself.” And David did not read the sealed book of the Torah
which was in the Ark (of the Covenant), for it was not opened in Israel
since the day of the death of Eleazar and Joshua the elders. For (their
successors) worshipped Ashtoreth, and that which had been revealed was



hidden until Zadok rose, so David’s works were accepted, with the

exception of Uriah’s blood...

Mishnah Bekhorot 1:7

The mitzvah of yibbum is prior to
the mitzvah of halitzah. [This was
so] at first when they intended to
carry out the mitzvah. But now that
they do not intend to carry out the
mitzvah, the [rabbis] have said: the
mitzvah of halitzah takes priority
over the mitzvah of yibbum.

Aramaic Targum to Ruth 4:5-6

(5) Thereupon Boaz said: "When
you buy the field from Naomi you
are also obligated to redeem from
Ruth, the Moabitess, the widow of
the dead, and you are required to
marry her, in order to establish the
name of the deceased over his
possession." (6) The redeemer
replied: "In that case, I cannot
redeem it; because I have a wife, I
am not permitted to take another
one in addition to her, lest the result
be quarrel in my home, and I will be
destroying my own possession. You
redeem it, since you have no wife;
for I am unable to do so."
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Matthew 19:9

And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality,
and marries another, commits adultery.”

Yevamot 65a

If he says: I will go and marry a
different woman and examine
myself to see if [ am indeed the
cause, Rabbi Ami said: Even in
this case he must divorce his first
wife and give her the payment for
her marriage contract, as I say
that whoever marries a woman in
addition to his first wife must
divorce his first wife and give her
the payment for her marriage
contract. Conversely, Rava said
that a man may marry several
women in addition to his first
wife, and there is nothing wrong
with this practice as long as he has
enough to support them all.

Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 1:1

(1) Every man is obligated to marry
a woman in order to be fruitful, and
to multiply and anyone who doesn't
engage in being fruitful and
multiplying 1s as if he spills blood,
and lessens the appearance, and
causes the divine presence to depart
from Israel. Rem"a: He who does
not marry is not allowed to make a
blessing or to engage in Torah etc.
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and he is not called a man, and
when he marries a woman, his sins
are cast into doubt, as it 1s said:
"One who has found a wife has
found goodness and obtains favor in
the eyes of God." (Proverbs 18:22)

Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 1:9-10

(9) A man may marry a number of
women provided that he has the
means to sustain them, and what we
find is that the sages gave worthy
suggestion that a man marry no
more than four women so that he
may fulfill his sexual obligation
once a month. In a place where they
are accustomed to only marry one
woman they are not permitted to
marry another woman. Note: it is
forbidden to marry two women in
two places.

(10) RABBEINU GERSHOM
DECREED CHEREM for one who
marries [another] in addition to his
wife, but in regards to a Leverite
marriage, he did not decree cherem,
and such is also the case with a
betrothed woman... AND HIS
[Rabbeinu Gershom's] DECREE
was not unilaterally accepted in all
the lands. Rema: Particularly in a
plce where it is known that his
decree wasn't unilaterally accepted,
but basically it applies everywhere.
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