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It is mandatory upon the whole house of Israel to sanctify this Great Name, for it is said:
"And | shall be sanctified among the children of Israel" (Lev. 22.32). They are also
charged not to blaspheme Him, for it is said: "And ye shall not profane My holy
Name" (lbid.). How are these commandments to be observed? If an idolater will force
an Israelite to transgress one of the commandments of the Torah and threaten him with
death for disobedience, it is mandatory that he transgress the commandment and be
not put to death, for it is said concerning the commandments: "That which a man may
do and live by it" (Ibid. 18.5)—"live by it, but not die for it". 1Thus, if he chose death and
.did not transgress, his blood be upon his own head
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The Sages said: Not even a few days passed before Rabbi Yosei ben Kisma died of his
illness, and all of the Roman notables went to bury him, and they eulogized him with a
great eulogy. And upon their return, they found Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon, who was
sitting and engaging in Torah study and convening assemblies in public, with a Torah
scroll placed in his lap

They brought him to be sentenced, and wrapped him in the Torah scroll, and encircled
him with bundles of branches, and they set fire to it. And they brought tufts of wool and
soaked them in water, and placed them on his heart, so that his soul should not leave
his body quickly, but he would die slowly and painfully. His daughter said to him: Father,
must | see you like this? Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon said to her: If | alone were being
burned, it would be difficult for me, but now that | am burning along with a Torah scroll,
He who will seek retribution for the insult accorded to the Torah scroll will also seek
retribution for the insult accorded to me

His students said to him: Our teacher, what do you see? Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon
said to them: | see the parchment burning, but its letters are flying to the heavens. They
said to him: You too should open your mouth and the fire will enter you, and you will die
quickly. Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon said to them: It is preferable that He who gave me
my soul should take it away, and one should not harm oneself to speed his death

The executioner [kaltzatoniri] said to him: My teacher, if | increase the flame and take off
the tufts of wool from your heart, so that you will die sooner and suffer less, will you
bring me to the life of the World-to-Come? Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon said to the
executioner: Yes. The executioner said: Take an oath for me, that what you say is true.
Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon took the oath for him, and the executioner immediately
increased the flame and took off the tufts of wool from his heart, causing his soul to
....leave his body quickly. The executioner too leaped and fell into the fire and died
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Rav Yehuda says that Shmuel says, and some say that it was Rabbi Ami who says this,
and some say that it was taught in a baraita: There was an incident involving four
hundred boys and girls who were taken as captives for the purpose of prostitution.
These children sensed on their own what they were expected to do, and they said: If we
commit suicide and drown in the sea, will we come to eternal life in the World-to-Come?
The oldest child among them expounded the verse: “The Lord said, | will bring back
from Bashan, | will bring them back from the depths of the sea” (Psalms 68:23). “I will
bring back from Bashan,” i.e., from between the teeth [bein shen] of the lion, and “I will
bring them back from the depths of the sea” is referring to those who drown in the sea



for the sake of Heaven.When the girls heard this, they all leapt and fell into the sea. The
boys then drew an a fortiori inference with regard to themselves and said: If these girls,
for whom sexual intercourse with men is their natural way, act in such a manner, then
we, for whom sexual intercourse with men is not our natural way, should all the more so
conduct ourselves likewise. They too leapt into the sea. Concerning them and others
like them the verse states: “As For Your sake we are killed all the day long; we are

reckoned as sheep for the slaughter’ (Psalms 44:23
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