Overlooked No More: Ruth’s Long Shadow
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1
Book of Ruth as Prologue
1. Ruth 4:17-22

And the women neighbors gave him a name, saying, “A 'Y.J-!JJ? D_TI?-!- jYJN? DY nn;wp 'I? NN NI
son is born to Naomi!” They named him Obed; he was ~ NZXI JTIT AR 'YU!™2AK KIN T2V iNnY NIXj7A
the father of Jesse, father of David. This is the line of [IN9Y] ... R¥N DX T700 Y19 Y19 NiT7iR
Perez: Perez begot ... Salmon begot Boaz, Boaz begot TAVI CTAIV NN TN TVA1 TVADX T'7in
Obed, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David. TITNN T™in '] WTIN T9in

2. Bamidbar Rabba 2:21

The Torah uses the term ‘toldos’ (generations)
in cases where God concerns Himself with to
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establish a nation or a chain of ancestry. There IUXID 012N NIT7IN NYY D'RY RYIN DX
are 12 such cases, from Creation through Adam, ,DTX DTN 190 N7 ,YIXDI DAY NITIIN N9X
Noah, etc. ‘And these are the generations of T'NYDY7 Y19 NITR N9XI1...N1 NTIIR NN
Peretz — to establish the chain of kingship from 41n'D NP0 NYYY
him.

David’s Missing Lineage

3. Samuel | 16:1-13

And God said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over
Saul, since | have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your
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horn with oil and set out; | am sending you to Jesse the 'MN7D N1 'WITIR ANTYN A7 Y N2
Bethlehemite, for | have decided on one of his sons to be N2 "W'7 DIXIPI....AM 711022 'T'KY™"D
king.”...Invite Jesse to the sacrificial feast, and then | will nx "y NNYNI NYYR YN NX QYU'TIR DN

make known to you what you shall do; you shall anoint for  19% 112 Ny "Wt V2Y1L..:7"K INRTUK
Me the one | point out to you.”...Thus Jesse presfented AN IN2NYT IR IRINY IR 7KINY
seven of his sons before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, D"\ﬁ:ﬁ A 'U"'fN '7N-IYJQJ' WhN"I '1'7Nj
“God has not chosen any of these.” Then Samuel asked FEIL IR L G TS TR RS
Jesse, “Are these all the boys you have?” He replied, “There VAR'L [RX2 NV N1l [0 IRY TV IR

is still the youngest; he is tending the flock.” And Samuel 201°N7 2 1N NN7Y 'R IRINY
said to Jesse, “Send someone to bring him, for we will NINTX RN NN N7 :ND INA™TY
not sit down to eat until he gets here.” So they sent and DI NI NN (9) ‘N2 2i0] DY N9'DY

brought him. He was ru'ddy-c'heeked, bright-gyed, and' ' N7 DX I8INY NFLRID DT 1NN
handsome. And God said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is T : L T
the one.” Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in N7¥AI 'DX 23 INK NUR'L [RYA
the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of God gripped D"l NZYNI XKIND DI*DN TIT™7% NINLDN
David from that day on. Samuel then set out for Ramah. NN ' ININY

4. Samuel | 17:55-58 _ _ .
When Saul saw David going out to assault the Philistine, he 'EH}'??D nx-ml? R TIT IR L”NEJ NI

asked his army commander Abner, “Whose son is that boy, QVID DITMTID KAXD W NARTIN MY
Abner?” And Abner replied, “By your life, Your Majesty, | do 700 QYOI TN 112X AN AN
not know.” “

Then find out whose son that young fellow is,”  {r-mn-13 npx Y8 77A0 N S RYT DX
the king ordered. So when David returned after killing the N'l MYY9N NN NidDAN TIT WM 07V

Philistine, Abner took him and brought him to Saul, with Y N1 i oY . .
the head of the Philistine still in his hand. Saul said to him, NY790 URALARY 197 INKL1 IR INR

“Whose son are you, my boy?” And David answered, “The QYA NDX N7 HRY IR M ITA
son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.” N0 N 'Y ATV TIT NN




5. Rashi Z
Did he not recognize him? Is it not stated, "He loved himvery X701 ,11'>0 N' X7 'D1.AYan AT ' 2

much and he became his arms bearer"? But, he saw him 17 00 TR INANKRY (XD TO 7'WY7) 2D
behaving in a kingly manner....Do'eg said to him, 'Before you 10'00021 ANINN INXY KX LI'7D KXW
ask whether or not he is descended from a family which OX XIY ANIRY TV NI 17 IR..DDYN

qualifies him for the throne, ask whether or not he is qualified
. i . DX NID'MY [1A0 RIN XD'W NNOWNnN X2

to enter into the congregation because he is descended from

Rus the Mo'avite.' Avneir responded to him, 'We have learned JIN7 DX 7072 K27 'INY DX 7RY IN?

that an Ammonite [is forbidden] but not a female Ammonite 112N 17 INK X2 N'ARIND DN NNy

[the same for a female Moavite].' ..My X7 my nav

6. Malbim N2 NN NNY N'02N ZINWW INK ,0WDN 194
Since Shaul had promised to marry his daughter to the TIT ATANNA I'N TX ,' Y790 NIX N¥INNY
one who conquered the Pelishti, once David volunteered AWy Chuy' NN D IJ,"I Ly AYY NN DINYY

to fight it occurred to Shaul that he might need to fulfill
his vow. He therefore immediately looked after the T2 7V Q2'N WAT P71, DX 17 NN NT

honor of his family and asked about David’s lineage and ,'¥' I'AR DYY VT 15 ,INY nyT? X7 AR N2

qualities (not his father’s name). He asked Avner if WIN NT M 2 KL IN%uni loint nyT? N
David’s family was worth of marrying into the king’s D19 NXIYAI TA21 ONI'M I"AX DX ,NXIN ;112X
family, and Avner did not know —for Yishai’s honor was nIvn VT X7 2aX1,[7N0n DY MRNW IR

not then known.
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7. Samuel | 25:10-11

Nabal answered David’s servants, “Who is David? Who is MLTIT ' N TIT TRV TNIX 72) v
the son of Jesse? There are many slaves nowadays who U'N D'¥19NNN D'TAY 120 DD YT
run away from their masters. Should | then take my MM NN NN N ANEYI T 9N

bread and my water, and the meat that | slaughtered for
my own shearers, and give them to men who come from
| don’t know where?”
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8. Rashi
Who is Dovid. Of what importance is he that | NX 17 NRY 2IWN KID AN .TIT N
should give him mine? Is he not descended from -NQ NN NNn X7 Y

Rus the Moavite?

9. Samuel Il 23:1

These are the last words of David: The utterance of David TIT DX) D'ANXD TIT QT nIn“

son of Jesse, The utterance of the man set on high, The N'Yn 7V DN 1230 DX 'Y
anointed of the God of Jacob, The favorite of the songs of XY NNNT 0'WM Y N
Israel:

10. | Chronicles 10:14

And he (Saul) did not seek advice of the LORD; so He QU AN'Rl ANt WTI_NL’!
had him slain and the kingdom transferred to David YT TITY NITANTNIN
son of Jesse.



OVERLOOKED

Since 1851, obituaries in The New York Times have been
dominated by white men. Now, we're adding the stories
of other remarkable people.

11. Medrash Rabba - . : -
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Ruth the Moabite did not die until she saw Shlomo her grandson sitting and judging the case of the

harlots, as it is written (Kings 11:2) “And he placed a chair for the king’s mother — this is Bath Sheba;
and she sat to his right — this is Ruth the Moabite”
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R. Yonatan explained: “Six kernels” — q
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refers to David; “Come here” — Come

close to royalty...”and eat from the bread” VRIS (12%) TR mabe kbe &0 1w mabob
— this is the bread of royalty...”And she sat qne nbaw , miaba S enS 1 onbn 1B N5, 2oy
to the side of the reapers” — for the p 32 RS S N (12Y00N) SeRer e b pona
kingship was captured from him (David) 27 90T aped mistnn e Ayue ONEPN TSD e
for a time...”And he handed her parched 85 ohean en ama T e oen N IR b N7
grain” — for his kingship returned... nS ey , B0 ATl 1 azsmn 1-en e ™y
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Like Grandmother, Like Grandson
12. Ruth 2:10-14

Then she fell on her face, and bowed to the ground, and YN MNRAL NYIX INAYNAL,D)9-7V 7971
said to him: 'Why have | found favor in your eyes, that you .42 ,'2IXI--121'207 3''VA [N 'NIXXNA V11N
should recognize me, and | am a foreigner..Then she said: ~ 1ypnpy o TN 7'V [D-KYNX MNAL ..

‘Let me find favor in your sight, my lord; for you have
comforted me, and you have spoken to the heart of your
servant, though | am not [worthy] as one of your servants.'
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13. Samuel 1 18:17-23

17 And Saul said to David: 'Behold my elder daughter
Merab, will | give thee to wife...18 And David said to Saul:
'Who am |, and what is my life, or my father's family in
Israel, that | should be son-in-law to the king?' 19 But it
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came to pass at the time when Merab Saul's daughter 2IN-NX NN NYA 'Y VLAY DD DX
should have been given to David, that she was given unto ,'m7nAn 78TV7 NIN1 X0 ;TITI--MRY-N2
Adriel the Meholathite to wife. 20 And Michal Saul's 1721 TIT-NX ,'7-|NHJ-D3 '73|n ANXNAI anN"’

daughter !oved David; and they told Saul, .and the thing SNX RGN 2D, 2T WL HNYY
pleased him. ..22 And Saul commanded his servants: '1 on '\].W RY 0.7'1 TI-9X 73T I_D_“J
'Speak with David secretly, and say: Behold, the king hath 713 Y20 N3, o T AT
delight in thee, and all his servants love thee; now [IADIN NNV AN "-I;l?'lw! ’TZYJJD
therefore be the king's son-in-law.' 23 And Saul's servants ~ -IX ,TI'T 1TX2Q ,SHRY TV NATT AD.97P
spoke those words in the ears of David. And David said: Is D2''V2 N7730 L, TIT AN ;NIXN ,0N2T0
it to you a light thing to be the king's son-in-law, seeing 071721 W-W'N DINT 1702 [ANDD
that | am a poor man, and lightly esteemed?




14. Samuel 11 6 4

14 And David danced before God with all his might; and David > 1" ! ;mn'_ 197 .TV-73 131:_))'3. T
was girded with a linen ephod. ...16 And it was so, as the ark N3, nnE R Al 19.. .13 TI9X Man
of God came into the city of David, that Michal the daughter TV N9V HNY-NA 7' S TIT Y
of Saul looked out at the window, and saw king David leaping 1272101 7791 TIT 37090-NX XN L7700
and dancing before God; and she despised him in her heart... CTIT AW D ... .n2Ya L7 TaRL NI 119Y
20 Then David returned to bless his househpld. And Mlchal 2ING-N2 70 KDL IN-NK 27
the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said: 'How _ ) ’ :
honored the king of Israel is today, who uncovered himself to- 170 DI'D T223-N0 IPNAL,TIT DRFY
day in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of »1'T2Y¥ NINAN 2"V Di'D N721 WK TXIW!
the vain fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!' 21 And David ,TIT QX' N .0'/00 TDX Tll"?;J nﬁgng
said to Michal: 'Before God, who chose me above thy father, A AXN AN WK DN 97 ,70M-7X
and above all his house, to appoint me prince over the people 4y 0 U=V T MK NivYy LiN-701
ofGod, over Israe!, before God will | make merry. 22 And I Tiy MYy 2D N0 1197 AN KA
will be yet more vile than thus, and will be base in mine own 5 R T S

sight; and with the handmaids whom thou hast spoken of, NINNXD-0Y| ;9'Y3 79Y MU0 NNTY
with them will | get me honour,' 23 And Michal the daughter 2,721 Ad_NTAIX DAY ,NINX WX
of Saul had no child unto the day of her death. ANIN DI, TY--T7' ,A'7 nn-N7 MRy

15. Ruth 1:8
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And Naomi said unto her two daughters-in-law: 'Go, return each of you to her
mother's house; the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.

16. Ruth 3:9-10
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9 And he said, “Who are you? “ And she said, “l am Ruth, your handmaid, and you shall spread your skirt
over your handmaid, for you are a near kinsman.” 10 And he said, “May you be blessed God, my daughter;
your latest act of kindness is greater than the first, not to follow the young men, whether poor or rich.

17. Samuel lI:1

11 Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent them; and -72 D2l ;DY) L1722 TIT 210 N°
likewise all the men that were with him. 12 And they wailed, and ;121 ,1T90Q"l 2! .INX WYX ,0'YIXD
wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, [N2IN'-7v1 7IXY-7V 2WD-TY AnXd
and for the people of God, and for the house of Israel; because HD—7X1Y' N'A-7V1 nIN' DY-7v1 LA
they were fallen by the sword.13 And David said to the young IWIN-7X L TIT N AT .20 L179)
man that told him: ‘Whence art thou?’ And he answered: ‘I am U'R-[2 ,ONKR' NN DTN 'Y 7 Tann
the son of an Amalekite stranger’ 14 And David said unto him: JUINMMNYT T UDAN Y N2
‘How were you not afraid to put forth thy hand to destroy God’s  NN¥i7 , 2T NY7YY7 AN 87 Q'K CTIT
anointed?’ 15 And David called one of the young men, and said: TOXT7 ,TIT X)7'1 10 DI D'YN-NX
‘Go near, and fall upon him. And he smote him that he died ,IND'1 ;12-Y2A9 wid NNl ,D"MYINN

... 17 And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and -7V ,NNTD NY'Zo-NX T 7. DNl
over Jonathan his son,23 Saul and Jonathan, the lovely and the ,|Dain 7I1NY 2D .2 |]3;|'n:-'7_\_)! S HRY
pleasant in their lives, even in their death they were not divided; NY ,DNINQ1 ,0N"N2 DN'VIN] D'ANNIN
they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. -N23 NiNKN 47 DNYIN 1TI9)



18. Samuel 11 2

4 .. And they told David, saying: ‘The men of Jabesh-gilead
were they that buried Saul.” 5 And David sent messengers
unto the men of Jabesh-gilead, and said unto them:
‘Blessed be ye of the LORD, that ye have shown this
kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and have buried
him. 6 And now the LORD show kindness and truth unto
you; and | also will requite you this kindness, because ye
have done this thing.

19. Samuel 11 9
3 And the king said: 'Is there not yet any of the house of Saul,

that | may show the kindness of God unto him?' And Ziba said

unto the king: 'Jonathan hath yet a son, who is lame on his feet.'

4 And the king said unto him: 'Where is he?' And Ziba said unto
the king: '‘Behold, he is in the house of Machir the son of

Ammiel, in Lo-debar." ...6 And Mephibosheth, the son of

Jonathan, the son of Saul, came unto David, and fell on his face,
and prostrated himself. And David said: 'Mephibosheth!" And he
answered: 'Behold thy servant!' 7 And David said unto him: 'Fear
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not; for | will surely show thee kindness for Jonathan thy father'

TON ANV DYUX WY D XY'N-7X TIT

S

sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and

thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.' 8 And he bowed

down, and said: '"What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look
upon such a dead dog as | am?"

A King for God Alone

20. Radak
For me a king. It does not say “as a king
for Israel”, meaning — he will exist to
serve Me and will listen to all that |
command him. He will not be like Shaul,

who violated My command.
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The word “li” (“for me”) connotes something F 12T T % P TR R DB (19 Mg
that lasts forever — examples include the (1 93722) D127 2 1M YK K7 72 (72 M) 7w
kohanim, Leviim, Israel, first born, mikdash, (72 RPN DT ONWN 12 07 0D MR NI IR
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22. Samuel 117

25 )

~And the men of Israel said, "Have you seen this
man who comes up to taunt Israel? ... And David
said to the men who were standing before him,
saying, "What shall be done to the man who slays
that Philistine, and takes away reproach from Israel,
for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that Qe
should taunt the ranks of the living God?“... _And
David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with
sword, spear and javelin, and | come to you with the
Name of the Lord of Hosts, the G;od of the armies of
Israel which you have taunted. = This day, the Lord
will deliver you into my hand, and | shall slay you, and
take off your head, and | shall give the carcasses of
the camp of the Philistines this day, to the fowl of the
air and to the beasts of the earth, and all the earth
shall know that Israel has a God.

24. Samuel 11 8
14And he placed
governors in Edom; and
all of Edom became
servants to David. And
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the Lord saved David X NN VUil
wherever he went. YK O TIT

S
15And David reigned TIT N0
over all Israel; and David XYW

administered justice and NYYITIT '
charity for all his people.

25. Samuel Il 5:1 - Radak

We are of your flesh. Even though you are
from Judah, we feel close to you because
we are all children of Israel and brothers.

26. Ruth 4:11
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23. Samuel 1 18
1 And it was when David

finished speaking to Saul, that w11'7 723 'l

Jonathan's soul had become i 5;;;'::;77}:
attached to David's soul, and

. IJ'I!IW AKXl
Jonathan loved him as - | 1919
himself. 199
14And David was successful 1T b '7 TT -_1_1
in all his ways; and the Lord HinY AL 7wn

[ 154

was with him.

20And Michal, Saul's
daughter, loved David; and
they told Saul, and the thing
pleased him.
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All the people at the gate and the elders answered, “We are. May the LORD make the woman
who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built up the House of Israel!
Prosper in Ephrathah and perpetuate your name in Bethlehem!




