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Exodus 32:15-20

(15) Thereupon Moses turned and went
down from the mountain bearing the two
tablets of the Pact, tablets inscribed on both

their surfaces: they were inscribed on the one

side and on the other. (16) The tablets were
God’s work, and the writing was God’s
writing, incised upon the tablets. (17) When
Joshua heard the sound of the people in its
boisterousness, he said to Moses, “There is a
cry of war in the camp.” (18) But he
answered, “It is not the sound of the tune of
triumph, Or the sound of the tune of defeat;
It is the sound of song that I hear!” (19) As
soon as Moses came near the camp and saw
the calf and the dancing, he became enraged;
and he hurled the tablets from his hands and
shattered them at the foot of the mountain.
(20) He took the calf that they had made and
burned it; he ground it to powder and
strewed it upon the water and so made the
Israelites drink it.

Rashbam on Exodus 32:19

(1) y7n 75w, when Moses saw the golden
calf, he became physically too weak to
continue to carry the weight of the Tablets
and he threw them as far as possible away
from himself so that they would not drop on
his feet. This is the way all persons who
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throw away a burden they carry and which
has become too heavy for them, do this. This
is the way Pirkey de Rabbi Eliezer explains
this verse (chapter 45). This is also the plain
meaning of the verse.

Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Tisa 26

And the Lord spoke unto Moses: “Depart,
go up hence” (Exod. 33:1).

Another comment on Depart, go up hence.
What is written previously concerning this
matter? And Moses turned, and went down
from the mountain (Exod. 32:15). After they
had performed the wicked deed, Moses
descended from the mountain and, as he
approached the camp, observed the golden
calf they had made. Until that moment, the
tablets that the Holy One, blessed be He, had
given him had been virtually self-borne, but
as he descended the mountain, approached
the camp, and saw the calf, the letters flew
from the tablets and they became heavy in
the hands of Moses. Forthwith, Moses’ anger
waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his
hand (ibid., v. 19).
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Leibowitz, Y., ""Religious Praxis' (1953)

Life molded on the halakhic model demarcates a domain of things and deeds that pertain to
holiness. Holiness, in the religious sense of this word as against its figurative secular meanings,
is nothing but halakhic observance; the specific intentional acts dedicated to the service of God.
Any other deed - whether regarded as good or bad, whether material or spiritual - that a man may
perform in his own interest or for the satisfaction of a human need is profane. Sacred and profane
are fundamental religious categories. Within institutional religion, the religion of Halakhah, the
distinction between them is an essential aspect of religious perception. Conversely, the idea of
holiness as an immanent property of certain things - persons, locations, institutions, objects, or
events - is a magical-mystical concept which smacks of idolatry. There is no holiness outside the
sphere of divinity, which is the sphere shaped by the divine imperative, not by human values; a
sphere in which human action is dedicated to service of God. "God has nothing in his world
beyond the four ells of Halakhah" - the sphere of actions directed by His commands. Nothing is
holy in itself. There is only that which is "holy to God"; that which is sanctified by the distinct
purpose of serving God. Only this meaning of "holiness" can be accommodated by halakhic
Judaism. "You shall be holy" is demanded at the beginning of a portion of the Torah concerned
mainly with Mitzvoth. "For you are a holy people" occurs in a context devoted in its entirety to
halakhic practices.

One of the most cunning wiles of anthropocentric secularism, which hides behind the mask of
"authentic religiosity," is to obliterate this distinction and to extend the rubric of the holy to
cover natural functions and human values. If holiness is incarnate in aspects of natural reality
itself, or if forces and drives within man are holy, there is no room for "the holy God" who
transcends natural reality, since then reality itself is divine and man himself is God. Abrogation
of the distinctive religious category of holiness and imputation of sanctity to human functions
and drives is one of the most vicious phenomena of our times, socially, educationally, and
morally. This generation has been witness, as none other before it, to the evil which may be
perpetrated in the name of fatherland, nation, honor, liberty, equality, and any other human value
to which holiness is attributed when men lose sight of the great truth that holiness is resident in a
realm which transcends human values. Hence the tremendous educational significance of the
Mitzvoth, which demarcate the realm of the sacred in human life and are a constant reminder that
anything outside that realm lacks sanctity and is unworthy of religious adoration. Our generation
must keep nothing more constantly in mind than this.

Although it is only halakhic praxis which creates a sphere of the sacred within human life,



outside this domain flourish many good deeds and events of grandeur and sublimity. They are
good, great, and sublime, but cannot be sacred. They are always subject to evaluation and
criticism from a religious standpoint, for only a religious requirement sanctioned by Halakhah is
sacred. Fatherland, security, nation, liberty, honor, loyalty, beauty, conjugal love, parental love -
if not defined and imposed by religious precept - may not be sanctified or represented as absolute
values in the name of which anything may be permitted and for the sake of which everything
must be done. By distinguishing the sacred from the profane the Halakhah functions as a bulwark
against idolatry in all its manifestations and a defense against the corruption associated with it.
For idolatry is simply the representation of things profane as sacred, as possessing supreme and
absolute worth. ... This is the meaning of "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in
vain" when its full implications are understood. This understanding requires the Halakhah to
determine what is holy, from which we may infer what is not holy.

Sanctification of natural reality expresses a world perception which is antireligious, atheistic or
pantheistic. Thales of Miletus, the materialistic polytheist who declared that all things are full of
gods was the spiritual father of the idea that "There is no place at all empty of Him."[32]The
echoes of this type of perception in Jewish mysticism are incompatible with halakhic Judaism. If
holiness inheres in natural reality, there is no room for the introduction of sanctity from a source
transcending nature, and none for the service of God by observance of the Mitzvoth.



