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4Q252 (Commentary on Genesis A 2"-1° century BCE) ii 8-10
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And now, back to the rishonim
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Abram and Sarai in Egypt
1. How did Abram know?

Genesis 12:11-13 “When he approached entering Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, °I surely know that you
arc a beautiful woman. When the Egyptians see you, they will say “She is his wife,” and kill me and
allow you to live. Say that you are my sister, so that it go well with me because of you and my soul live
for your sake.™

Genesis 20:13 “When God caused me to wander from my ancestral home, I said to her “This be your
kindness which you shall do with me — wherever we arrive, say about me “he is my brother.””

1QGenesis Apocryphon (no later than Ist century BCE)

I, Abram, had a dream on the night of my enterng Egypt. 1 saw in my dream that there was a cedar tree
and a very beautiful palm tree. Some men came intending to cut down and uproot the cedar, and to leave
the palm tree by itself. Then the palm tree cried out and said, “Do not cut down the cedar, for both of us
are of onfe falmily.” So the cedar was left alone for the sake of the palm tree and was not [cut down].
When [ awoke from my sleep that night. I said to Sarai my wife, “I have dreamed a dream and | fear this
dream.” She said to me, “Tell me your dream, so that I might know it.” And I began to tell her the
dream, [and I told her the interpretation of] the dream and said “...they will try to kill me and let you
alone. Only this be the whole kindness [which you do with me]: [wher]ever [we are say] regarding me
‘He is my brother,” and I will live because of you and my life be spared on your behalf.”

Josephus, Jewish Antiquities, 1.161 “He took Sarra with him and, fearing the Egyptians frenzy for
women, lest the king should slay him because of his wife’s beauty, he devised the following scheme: he
pretended to be her brother, and...instructed her to carry out her part accordingly.”

Genesis Rabbah 40:4 “Now that we are entering a place of repulsive and dark people, please say that you
are my sister so that it go well with me because of you.”

2. What (if anything) happened to Sarai in Pharaoh’s palace?

Genesis Apocryphon

And during that night, the Most High God sent a spirit to plague him, an evil spirit upon all his
household...and he was unable to approach her, and although he was with her for two years, he did not
know her.

Josephus 1.163-64

“the king was fired with a desire to see her and on the point of laying hands upon her. But God thwarted
his criminal passion by an outbreak of disease and political disturbance; and when he had sacrifices
offered to discover a remedy. the priests declared that his calamity was due to the wrath of God because
he had wished to outrage the stranger’s wife.”

Genesis Rabbah 41:2

R. Simon b. Laqish said in the name of Bar Kappara, “Pharaoh was stricken with a severe form of
leprosy....” R. Levi said, “All that night the angel was standing with a whip in his hand; if she said to
him, *Strike!” he would strike. If she said, *Hold back!” he would hold back.”




