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Ribiat — 39 Melachot Vol 1 pp. 61-62
Items that are generally classified as muktza (rocks, bricks, sand, twigs etc) may be designated for a permitted use (e.g.
designating a rock or brick as a doorstop) before the onset of Shabbat. This designation need not be any kind of
ceremony, and even a mental designation may be adequate. However this depends upon the nature of the designation —
permanent designation or temporary designation.
If one wishes to designate an item for permanent designation, doing so only requires a mental designation. No physical
change need be made in the item. For example- a log may be designated as a perment makeshift bench and may be
subsequently moved on Shabbos in the same fashion as furniture. An old broken camea, radio, tape recorder etc. may be
designated in this manner to become a toy. Sand may be designated for spreading on an icy sidewalk.
If the item is meant to serve only as a temporary use e.g. just one Shabbos, then merely resolving to designate its use
before Shabbos is not adequate. One must render a physical chnge to make it suitable for its purpose - e.g. to sand or to
smooth down a log, to put a brick in a wrapper or plastic bag, to wrap coins in paper.
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Adapted by Rabbi Tzvi Zobin of Yerushalayim
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