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B R S e L oo i SRR : O —— e A A twenty-five ycars. had chilukei
N ideiios with another- adgmg guadol’ that
l was teachmg my chztdren about the talmfde: Rabi resulted.in much friction. between.

i Iwo: camps. When: adam’ gadol

Aknva and their pumshment for not be ;g nohewq | became sick, the gadal hador asked
' . {+ for his full nm"ng .80.as'to daven for

kavod zeh bazeh. My eleven- -year-old son asked . | him. When his Al oxpiessed; e

- surprise that he would daven for this
adam -gadol, he a.xplame,d The Torah
me why it seems like big talmidej chachomim anq gedolim: - i
often disagree. What is the response to this? Al that's being oryshed by packages

{ .placed on it. The Torah refers to a



oy

@A

As this is a very sensitive topic, |
would want to keep the answer sim-
ple, especially when dealing with an
cleven-year-old youngster.

Disagreements  amongsl  gedo-
lim. such as Hillel and Shamai,
Abave and Rava, Rav Yochanan and
Reish Lakish, ete.. are all important
mgredients in ascertaining the emes
in Torah and are certainly fesheim
Shomayim, We may agree 10 dis-

Begm by being clear on the is-
sue. There is no conceptual link
between a lack ol kavod and dis-
agreement. Great men can have
opposing views while mamtaining
gavod Tor one another. And people
are sometimes disrespectiul despite
agreeng n halacha o hashkajah.,
So, disagreement is not the prob-

agree as Jong as we are respectful
ol one another. This should not be
contused when the debate becomes

heated due 1o the overzealousness of

talmidim, who, at times, overreact in
their desire o protect their rebbi's
A‘{.’l'{J{l".

[Us important w0 keep the dis-
agreement at the tellectual level
and lower the emotional response as
much as possible.

lem - consider all of the “machlokes
lesheiny Shomeavim™ from Hillel and
Shammai to the present. Arrogance
and disrespectfulness are the prob-
lems, as per our focus during Sefi-
rah. Then, end by telling your son
that he is mistaken if he thinks the
latter 1s i fact common among true
talmidei chachoniim.

Thank you (and your son) for providing such
a powerful and vital question. In truth, this ques-

tion has been addressed by Chazal at the end of

Masechtos Brachos. Nazir, Yevamos and Krisos,
a statement that is recited verbatim towards the
conclusion of the Shabbos davening by Ashke-
nazim and daily in the Nusach Sefard siddur.

The answer is profound and simple. In
their words, “Amar Rebbi Elazar amar Rebbi
Chanina talmidei chachamim marbim shalom
ba’olam.” 1t is the talmidei chachomim who
further peace in the world. How could that be if
they often disagree? The answer the meforshim
teach us is that they - the talmidei chachomim -

seek the truth, and the acquisition of truth brings
about clarity, screnity and wholesomeness.
However, it is in the pursuit of truth that passion
flares, but only for the sake of Heaven. It is the
quintessential machlokes lesheim Shomayim,
like Hillel and Shammai. Words are debated,
mehalchim defined, and hashkafos projected,
but it is never personal. We are and must be
brothers in pursuit of the ratzon Hashem.
Perhaps that was the issue with the talmidei
Rabi Akiva. They didn’t separate the passion
and opinion from the person. A talmid chochom
may disagree or dislike an opposing idea, but
he is not supposed to dislike or be disagree-

The focus when teaching the story of the
great Rabi Akiva and his ralmidim should be on
the end result of his efforts. Whercas a lesser
man might have given up after losing 24,000
disciples, Rabi Akiva realized that the transmis-
sion of Torah Shebaal Peh 1o succeeding gen-
erations would require talmidim who were tzad-
dikim. He chose five great ones, and through
them we have the Torah today.

This, incidentally, is the reason for the fes-
tivities surrounding Lag Ba ‘omer. We obvious-
ly aren’t celebrating the fact that 24,000 ralmi-
dei chachomim died. Rather, we commemorate
the perseverance of Rabi Akiva and the fact that
he ultimately succeeded in his mission of trans-
mitting Torah.

[ am privileged to have received a great
lesson about Rabi Akiva from Rav Avrohom

able with the person who purports it. Torah is
not about us or our opinions. It is about Him
and truth. It is also not about winning, but about
seeking the emes for which we strive and aspire.
This genuine zeal to get it right for Hash-
em Yishorach can yield differing conclusions,
each being right in the eyes of the Borei Olam,
even if conflicting in our world. Of course, this
should lead to a healthy discussion of “cilu
v'eilu divrei Elokim chayim “and “avin ponim
laTorah,” which is beyond the scope of this re-
sponse but equally important to ease the mind
of an inquisitive and bright eleven year old.
May he bring vou much nachas.

Yehoshua Soloveitchik. He was asked the
proper approach to difficultics parents are
having today with chinuch habonim. Afier be-
ing deep in thought for quite a few minutes,
he looked up and retold us the familiar story
of Rabi Akiva and the impetus he received
from the water dripping and creating a hole in
a rock. He told us that although it took many
years to make the hole, in retrospect, every
single drip had an effect. Each drop accom-
plished something; every drop contributed to
the end result. The same applics to chinuch.
He said that a parent can never give up. Keep
parenting, keep trying, and your effort will
eventually bear successful results. These are
some of the lessons we can teach about Rabi
Akiva and his talmidim.
Hatzlacha.
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133 KINOT FOR THE NINTH OF AV

Reader or Narrator: Verily, my eyelids gush with water (and my
eyes) stream (with) tears,! as 1 bewail in bitterness (of soul) the
martyrs of Speyer; it happened on the eighth (daf! in_the second
(month), on the Day of Rest; my tranquility was changed to tumult
and destruction;3 as handsome youths and venerable men were slain;
(when) they were gathered together, they gave up their souls heroic-
ally (and) in perfect unison for declaring the Unity of God in awe;
they were valiant heroes, quick to fulfil his words; my priests too
and my young men, they were ten in all who perished. Cong.: Alas,
for the house of Israel and for the people of the Lord, for they are
fallen by the sword!

Reader or Narrator: In the bitterness of my anguish and my sorrow,
Tindite dirges, asI call to mind this day and the martyrdom of theholy
congregations; the gongregation of Worms, well tested and chosen,
the renowned ones of the land and perfect in purity; twice did they

i - Uni i once, on the twenty-third of the
month Ziv* in all purity; and (the second time) in the third mont
(Sivan) during the reading and chanting of the Hallel,? they gave up
their soul bound (to God) in love; like a thick cloud (full of water),
so will I moan with a wailing cry for those who were adorned with

the diadem (of martyrdom). Cong.: Alas, for the house of Israel and
for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the sword!

Reader or Narrator: For the noble ones of the esteemed congrega-
tion of Mayence, who were swifter than eagles and stronger than lions
(to do God's will); they gave up their souls for declaring the Unity of
the Revered God; indeed, for them will I lament with a soul-
shatering cry, for the foundations of both my Temples that were
today laid bare, and for the destruction of my miniature temples’
and (houses) for study of the Law. Cong: Alas, for the house of Isracl
and for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the sword!

Reader or Narrator: On the third day of the third month (Sivan
more sorrow and destruction were added, the month WHich was
turned into grief and distress; on the day of the giving of the Law6
I'had hoped to find cause for regained happiness, but as on the day of
its giving, so did (the Torah) return now; it ascended on high to the
place of its dwelling, (together) with its casing and covering, its in-
terpreters and those who explored it,? those who studied 4dnd taught
it in the darkness (of night) as well as during the day® Cong: Alas,
for the house of Israel and for the people of the Lord, for they are
fallen by the sword! —_—

1) ¢f. Jer. 9,17. 2) i.e. on (a Shabbat,) the eighth day of Iyar. 3) The Author
plays on the words . “rest”, VY-, “to disturb™. 4) It was the new moon. -
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