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Purim and Yom Kippur: An Odd Couple?

Such drama! Such uncertainty! All the more so because the fate of the people rested on the

to Azazel.
Rashi, Lev. 16:8

result. But why lots? Why a game of chance to determine our fate? Could not the Lord have
simply decided and made it so?

Of course. But the certainty of God’s power stands in stark contrast to the fundamental truth
of our condition in this wotld — and the reason that chance plays such a vital role in both these
holidays.

The pur, the goral of Purim and the casting of lots on Yom Kippur both speak to man’s basic
condition of vulnerability, insecurity, and fickleness. A cursoty reading of the megillah would
find that the entire Purim narrative is defined by chance, unteasonable, absurd, and irrational
events. One day Jews are secure in Persia; the next they face annihilation. One day Mordechai
faces execution; the next he is Prime Minister. Haman’s conspiracy against the Jews arises
from no—'whete, it is as fickle and uncertain as the lots he draws to determine when to carry
out his horrible intent. “Purim, therefore,” the Rav explains, “epitomizes the instability,
uncertainty, and vulnerability which characterize human life generally but particulatdy govern
the destiny of the Jews. . . . It alerts the Jew to the sudden turns of fortune, lurking dangers,
the fickleness of life, even as the goral itself seems to operate through blind chance.”

Despite our search for answers, we ate often faced with no sensible answer. Why does man
sin? Why do.two brothers, twins pethaps, mature to be so differment, one 2 tzadik, the other a
rasha? What combination of temptations, lures of intoxicating pleasures, appeals of political
and social ideologies, home background, moral strength or weakness, changing fortunes,
pressing circumstances and, yes, chance, play out in our lives?

These complex and compelling variables do nothing so much as cry out our utter vulnerability;
our foolish and wicked behavior in response to them acknowledged by God while at the same
time forgiven by Him.

“Tt is because of this,” says Rabbi Soloveitchik, “that man can stand before the Heavenly Bar
of Justice, hoping for compassion and forgiveness. Despite his free will and accountability for
his deeds, man enters his plea before the Al"mighty, claiming that he is not the author and
designer of the worldly pleasures that were too powerful fot him to resist.”

The lures of our physical world are all part of the goral that is the dynamic of our existence.

https:/Awww.ou.org/olidays/purinvpurim_and |_yom _kippur/

25



A28

Purim and Yom Kippur: An Odd Couple? @

Is it not the purpose of Yom Kippurim for us to come face to face with our fallibility in the
face of this goraf? Like Purim, Yom Kippurim engages the big goral. The unknowns, the
fickleness and irrationality of life that play out on a communal level in the Purim narrative do
the same in the everyday lives of each man, compelling us to seek God’s compassion and
forgiveness on Yom Kippur. '

Each and evety day, we live personal “Putims” in which tumult, confusion, uncertainty,
danger and temptation toss and turn us; every night is Yom Kippur, a time when our regret,
sorrow, insecurity, need for understanding, sensitivity, compasTsion, and forgiveness bting us
to our knees before the Almighty Godj -



