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17 And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bore Enoch; and he builded a city, and
called the name of the city after the name of his son Enoch. 18 And unto Enoch was born lrad;
and Irad begot Mehujael; and Mehujael begot Methushael; and Methushael begot
Lamech. 19 And Lamech took unto him two wives; the name of one was Adah, and the name of
the other Zillah. 20 And Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of such as dwell in tents and have
cattle. 21 And his brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all such as handle the harp
and pipe. 22 And Zillah, she also bore Tubal-cain, the forger of every cutting instrument of brass
and iron; and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. '
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Yerushalayim: Who Chooses Whom?

Which Place? 2'a 2'nar qyux DIZNAN |

Chapter 12 - the obligation to offer sacrifices and eat them in this place, and similarly
regarding the eating of meat to satisfy the appetite.
Chapter 14 - the eating of second-tithe.
Chapter 15, 20 — the eating of a firstborn animal.
Chapter 16:2-16 — the three pilgrim festivals.
Chapter 17:8-10 — the seat of the Great Sanhedrin.
Chapter 26:2 - the bringing of first-fruits.
Chapter 31:1 — the mitzva of hakhel.
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1) To note a place or location of various kinds.
2) Tonote aritual site, a sacred site, and even a sanctuary.( Shlomo's prayer at the dedication of
the Temple: "That Your eyes may be open to this house night and day, towards the place (ha-
makom'’) of which You have said, "My name shall be there" (I Melakhim 8:29)
no nwNs (xa'71) a2 N'wNI2
mipn NINY 705m ININ 'R 2"270 7¢Iy o0 an 1290 0N X 0w A", 0ina yaoi
I'NI D71V 7 mign 2"2gn 40 "X Dipn ' (A" NMY) 2T AN M .niEn |y PRy e
min 'y

Rav D. Z. Hoffman :
Scripture has not yet fixed any particular place. "The place which the Lord shall choose" merely stands in
contrast to “the high mountains, the hills, and the leafy tree,” which are places chosen by man.
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The meaning of the expression, "The place which [the Lord] shall choose,” is different, and it does not refer
to only one place. It comes merely to establish that it is forbidden to the people of Israel to offer sacrifices
wherever they please; service is permitted only in a place confirmed by a priest or a prophet in the name of
God. This place can be Jerusalem, and it can be a different place or places, even more than one at the
same time, provided that they are confirmed in the name of God by a person who is authorized [to issue
such a confiration). Only after the authorized officials established that from then on the Mikdash in
Jerusalem alone would be the chosen place for the [Divine] service... was service in other places regarded
as forbidden. Proof to this [assertion] that Scripture is referring to various places is found in the book
of Devarim itself (27:4-7), regarding the building of a sanctuary and the offering of sacrifices on Mount
Eival, immediately following the conquest of the Land. We see, then, that Jerusalem is included in the
concept of “the place which the Lord shall choose,” just as are included all the other places that will be
confirmed by a recognized authority in Israel in the name of God. Confirmation regarding Jerusalem was
already given a long time ago, in the allusions found in the book of Bereishit
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1) Itis possible to understand the verb "yivchar’ as an extended present, that is to say, an

action that begins in the present but continues into the future (i.e."u-farsa lo yafris" ("but does not part
the hoof") (Vayikra 11:5)).

2) God already chose the place in the past, itis only in the future that He will reveal His choice to
us.
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The selection of the place has, in fact, not yet been made - God wishes to leave room for
man to participate in the selection.
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4) Gad left the choice to man, without defracting from the Divine selection of the place

(divine omniscience vs. free choice)
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Is Yerushalayim Chosen? IV
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Yaira Amit, " Tafkid Ha-Tziyunim Ha-Topografiyim Be-Sippur Ha-Mikra'l" (in Shenaton Le-Mikra U-Le-

Cheker Ha-Mizrach Ha-Kadum, vol. IX (pp. 21-22):
"In the account of the meeting between Avraham and Malkitzedek, king of Shalem, no explicit
mention is made of Jerusalem. The place-name that is mentioned is Shalem... The peaceful
encounter with the king of the city of Shalem, a member of the dynasty of Tzedek, who serves as a
priest to the most high God and blesses Avraham in the name of the most high Ged, the possessor
of heaven and earth, and also the mention of the bread, the wine, and the fithe, all of which are
connected to religious ritual — all of these things connect the place to Jerusalem, which will
eventually fill the role of city of justice and peace, and the place where God chooses to rest His
name. Without a doubt, this encounter with Avraham comes to teach about the unique and important
nature of the place, and all this while refraining from mentioning its accepted name: Jerusalem. This
early allusion to Jerusalem clarifies for the reader who reads on that David's selection of Jerusalem
was not based solely on political-social considerations. His choice was a realization of the ancient
essence of the city, as it was already revealed to Avraham.”
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Why Ambiguous / Concealed? V

1) The Place was concealed in order to prevent alien worship at the site
2) The revelation of Jerusalem is conditioned upon an appropriate spiritual and
governmental reality
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3) Jerusalem will become revealed when people yearn for it with utmost yearning
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4) Reaching Jerusalem depends upon the unity of the people of Israel
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The fact that this place is not stated explicitly when mentioned in the Torah and not designated,
but only hinted at by means of the words, "Which the Lord shall choose,” is due, in my opinion, to three
wise considerations. The first is, lest nations should hold fast to the place and fight for it with great
violence, knowing as they do that this place is the final purpose of the Law on earth. The second is, lest
those who then owned the place ravage and devastate it to the limit of their power. The third, and it is
the strongest, lest every tribe should demand that this place be within its allotted portion and should
seek to conquer it, which would lead to conflict and sedition, such as happened with regard to the
priesthood. Therefore, the command was given that the Chosen Temple should only be built after the
elevation of a king, so that only one would be qualified to give commands and quarrels would cease...
(Guide of the Perplexed, lli: 45)
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"To the chief musician on strings, a psalm of Assaf, a pcem: In Yehuda is God known
(Tehillim 76:1-2)... Another explanation: When will God be known in Yehuda — when He raises up
that tabemacle about which it is said: "On that day | will raise up the tabemacle of David that is
fallen” (Amos 9:11). The Holy One, blessed be He, said: Avraham called it °Yireh," as it is stated:
"And Avraham called the name of that place Adonay-Yir'eh; as it is said to this day, In the mount
the Lord will appear” (Bereishit 22:14). And Shem called it "Shalem,” as it is stated: "And Malki-
Tzedek king of Shalem brought out bread and wine, etc.” (Bereishit 14:18). If | call it "Yireh,” in the
way that Avraham called it, Shem will become angry. And if | call it "Shalem,” in the way that Shem
called it, Avraham will become angry. Rather, | will call it in the way that the two of them called it,
"Yerushalayim," " Yireh-Shalom.” (Yalkut Shim'oni Tehillim 76, sec. 814).

5. Jerusalem must be conquered by a kingdom ruling over all of Israel
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"The king and his men went" — and in Divrei Ha-yamim (I Divrei Ha-yamim 11:4): "David and all of
Israel went." For all of Israel were now his men. And once he ruled over all of Israel, he went to
Jerusalem to capture the stronghold of Zion. For they had a fradition that Zion was the beginning of
the kingdom of Israel, and it would only be captured by someone who ruled as king over all of
Israel. And until now the kingdom of Israel did not survive, for Shaul's kingdom did not survive.

(Radak, Il Shmuel 5:6)
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6) There is one place and it is God who chooses it
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The sanctified place must be one, like the oneness of God, blessed be He, who dwells within
it and there must not be many places, like the places of the nations... It must also be chosen by
God and by way of a prophet, and not according to the desire of the worshippers and what
enters their minds. This is "which the Lord your God shall chaose from all your tribes.” Even in that
place, you who worship and sacrifice must not be like the nations. Rather it falls upon you to “seek
Him, at His dwelling, and there shall you come.” That is to say, you must seek out the site of His
dwelling by way of a prophet, and not that you choose it. (Abravanel, Devarim 12:4)

7) The place was concealed so that the earlier stations of the Mishkan not be
treated with derision
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For this reason, it was not revealed — so that they not treat Shilo, Nov, and Giv'on with derision
when they know with certainty that these are not the rest and the inheritance.

Finally Revealed :David & Shiomo Vi
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This is indeed the way of those who plead for mercy, for they mitigate the [severity of the] people's
sin and put [the blame for] it upon the individual who caused it, because he at any rate is [certainly]
guilty. And so did David say, "Lo, | have sinned and | have done iniquitously; but these sheep, what
have they done? Let Your hand, | pray You, be against me and against my father's house"

(Shmuel Il 24:17). And the punishment [i.e., the plague in the days of David] came upon the
people as well [despite David accepting the blame himself] because of their own sin, for they
should have given the [half-Jshekels themselves [in order to be counted], if [we say that] the
punishment was on account of that sin, as our Rabbis explained it. For the king had not commanded
them not to give the [half-Jshekels, as he only wanted to know their numbers; therefare, their guilt
and his guilt in this incident was equal. Moreover, in addition to [being punished for] the census,
there was a punishment upon the people [already] at the beginning of this matter, as it is written,
"And again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and He moved David against them,
[saying, Go, number Israel and Yehuda]" (Ibid., 24:1).

Now, Rashi wrote there, “I do not know why [God's anger was kindled against Israel].” And | say by
way of explanation that Israel was punished because of the delay in the building of the
Temple, since the ark went from tent to tent as a stranger in the land and none of the tribes bestirred
themselves to say, “Let us seek God and build a house to his Name,” just as it is written, "Even unto
His habitation shall you seek, and there you shall come” (Devarim 12:5). [This situation continued]
until David was roused to action in this matter after many years and a long period of time [had
elapsed since he had become king], as it is said, "And it came to pass, when the king dwelt in his
house and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies round about, that the king said unto
Natan the prophet, ‘See now, | dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells within curtains™
(Shmuel 1l 7:1-2). Now God, blessed be He, prevented David [from building the Temple] because He
said, "For you have shed much bloed upon the earth in My sight” (Divrei Ha-yamim | 22:8), and thus
the building was [further] delayed until the reign of Shlomo. But had Israel really desired this
matter [and really wanted to build the Temple], and had they bestirred themselves to action
from the start, it would have been done [already] in the days of one of the Judges, or in the
days of Shaul, or even in the days of David. For had the tribes of Israel aroused themselves in
this matter, he [David] would not have been [considered] the builder, but Israel would have been the
builders. But since the people did not concem themselves about it and David was the one who was
troubled about it and called for action, and it was he who prepared all the materials [for the house of
God], he was the builder. However, since he was a man of judgment, guided [in his actions] by the
attribute of justice, he was not fit for [the task of building] the House of Mercy. Therefore, the
building [of the Temple] was delayed as long as David lived due to the negligence of Israel [in
not coming forth themselves to build it], and therefore the [Divine] wrath was upon them. It was for
this reason that "the place which the Lord shall choose to put His name there” (Devarim 12:5) came
to be known, as a result of their punishment through the plague.

Scripture alludes to all this when it says, "For | have not dwelt in a house since the day that | brought
up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabemacle.
In all places wherein | have walked among all the children of Israel, did | speak a word with any of
the rulers of Israel, who | commanded as shepherds of my people Israel, saying, ‘Why do you not
build Me a house of cedar?"" (Shmuel 1| 7:7). Thus, Scripture is blaming [the people] because

the Shekhina was walking about among all of Israel from tent to tent, and from tabemnacle to
tabemacle, and there was not among all the Judges of Israel, who were their shepherds, that
bestirred himself in this matter. Scripture also states that God also kept distant from them and did not
tell any one of them to build the house, but "now that you [David] have aroused yourself o do it, you
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did well that it was in your heart” (Melakhim | 8:18), and | will now command that it should be built by

your son Shlomo, who will be a man of peace.
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Rav Moshe Tzvi Neriya, Mo'adei ha-Ra’aya, Jerusalem, 1980, pp. 480-481

Among the thoughts and feelings of these great days, there arises also the question: Why didn't Ged give us
Jerusalem already then, in 1948, and by virtue of what have we merited that it was refurmed to us now? In an
amazing way, entirely unnatural, it slipped from our hands then, and once again in an amazing way, beyond logic, it
was given to us, presented to us now.

The answer is alluded in the esoteric talk of the ancient Sages. Regarding Jerusalem it is stated in
the Talmud Yerushalmi. “'As a city that is joined together’ — a city that joins Israel one to the other” (Yerushalmi, Bava
Kama7:7). In a different form it was taught in the Talmud Bavii: "You may not sacrifice the paschal offering within
any of your gates' (Devarim 16-5) - | only spake of a period when all of Israel enter in one gate” (Zevachim 114b).

Indeed, nineteen years ago the Palmach broke through Zion Gate, and the Etz'l soldiers were about to
break through the Damascus Gate. We were separated and disjoined. Had we succeeded then, it would have been a
situation in which "two were holding on” (shenayim ochazim) to Jerusalem, each one saying “it is entirely mine."
Jerusalem would have turned into a source of division, a cause of quarrel and argument. The stones of Jerusalem
would have tumed into the stones of controversy. And "Jerusalem was not apportioned to the tribes® ( Yoma 12a). It
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was given to the entire people of Israel... Jerusalem comes to increase peace in the world. And therefore, only now
when we have all entered through a single gate... only now, when we are all united, when a national unity
govemment stands at the helm, when our fighting army is a unified army — the Israel Defense Forces, when all of our
brothers in the Diaspora stand behind us with a single heart, only now have we merited this great event: He who
restores His Shekhina to Zion has restored Jerusalem to us!... The conquest of Jerusalem — its first beginning was
with the unification of the tribes of Israel. And its recent beginning was with the blessing of the unity of the pecple. As
long as we continue to be united, all of Jerusalem will continue to be ours....
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