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able to count the dust of the earth, so will your seed be counted. 17 Rise, walk in the land
to its length and to its breadith, for I will give it to you.”* 18 And Abram pitched his tents,
and he came, and he dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in. Hebron, and.there he buil
arcdltaritg theLord. s sz to gy i e ;
1; 1 Now it came to pass in the days of Amraphel* the king of Shinar; Arioch: the king:
I of Ellasar; Chedorloemer the king of Elam, and. Tidal the king of Gayim:-2 Tha
they. waged war with Bera the king of Sodom* anid.with Birsha the king of Gomorrah;

of .Abraha'm- crystallized: ﬁ'sévén‘.mitzvas; thé (‘:o{reﬁantél £njsa'onfin 613 (Abraham’s Journcy, p 106),
Abraham built altars; but did not sacrifice animals’or birds upon them: Instead, he sacrificed. hirr
his temptation, his instincts; Abraham offered a sacrifice. of self-discipline. (Drushos.Un Ksovim, p. 1

i o0 1= 1! "M - Now it came to pass in the days of Amraphel. The domination of the kin
by Chedorloemer and their refusal to pay tribute to him'sparked a conflict that had no relevari
to Abraham per se: Yet this battle set a‘precedent that has followed the Jewish people;throug
out the ages. The Jew is repeatedly thrust into international conflict. We We_re.“caugh‘l; betwee
the empires of Babylon and Egypt-during the period of the first Temple and were ca 1ght
by Rome and. its efforts toward world conquest during the second. We'were embro
Moslem conquests in the time of the Gaonim. We were involved in' subsequent wars onth
European. continent. This involvement will contirive. until the final battle of Gog and 4go

a prelude to the eschatological era-(Zech: 14). During the ‘war: of the kings,  Abraham realiz
that the Jew would continually be involved in conflicts that are:not his own,, that throug
moral and ethical behavior he would be separate from other peoples,.and. that he must:
his brother even if it would mean conflict with a much stronger foe. Abraham hims
long battle against these kings, and his descendants would wage another war against th
nations for ultimate control of the-land of Canaan. Abraham needed morale strengthening:
order to wage such protracted campaigns. As a result, God made a covenant with him after; this
war, a covenant that. went beyond the original promise Lhat-‘Abraham.would.inhgriL.'th"
Through the terms of this latter covenant, God Himself agrees to.identify with Israel in

gns supreme; and that by applying his mind he:car
conquer the universe and dethrone the Creator. They were power-crazed, and: power intoﬁcate-d;*
Opposing this bloc, there was another; represented: by Sodom, which had dust of gold (Jobr 28:6):
This bloc represented the human: quest for unlimited pleasure: Thus this was a clash not only: of
two armies, but of two world outlooks. (Abraham’ Journey, p.-127) Pt
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