Democratizing the Torah
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Moshe Greenberg, Three Conceptions of the Torah in Hebrew Scriptures

This phrase seems quite plain...Israel as a whole is to live in dedication to God after the manner
of priests...Just as priests are to avoid pollution by unclean food, so are the Israelites at large. Just
as the priests must avoid profanation through certain mourning customs, so must the Israelites at
large. And the law in each case is grounded in Israel’s holiness (170 @217p - note that nw12
TP is found in 0752 NN 190 - TH)...How do priests qualify for service? By learning and
obeying the rules of their order. The same holds true for the folk-priesthood of Israel. The folk
must learn regulations, hence they must all hear and understand them. That is the reason for the
publication of the law: it is to function as a pedagogue, a trainer in a course of life.

... The publication of biblical law sets it apart from all other ancient legislation. Elsewhere in the
ancient Near East, the collection of laws were designed to ensure justice, and to demonstrate that
the king had performed his duty to uphold justice. In the epilogue of Hammurabi’s code, the king
invites any person who believes he has been wronged to come to the monument on which the
laws were written and read his rights as the king stated them there. That is something similar to
the publication of Israelite laws. But the similarity is remote and the invitation fictitious. How
many people could read cuneiform? How many people could enter the temple where the
monument stood and understand what was written on it?
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