30,6. 7339 NN PPIYR ‘0 Ym, And the Lord your G'd \{vill
circumcise your heart, etc.” In view of the Torah already having
described the Israelites as having done na1wn why would G'd have

to circumcise their hearts? Besides, what does the Torah mean in V%
verse 8 TWN Y173 NyRwY 21wn ANk, “and you will return and _ .
hearken to the voice of G'd?” This seems to contradict the statement HAchk4 ( om

in verse 22 Moreover, the words 21wn nnR after G'd has circum-
cised our hearts make no sense at all. What can still be lacking in
the process of penitence once G'd has circumcised our hearts?

| have already pointed out in my commentary on Ran 3 that
there are three categories of blessings and punishments concerning
three different parts of Torah observance. There is a separate
reward and punishment for 1) Torah study, 2) observance of the
negative cornmandments, 3) performing the positive commandments.
In accordance with this, the process of repentance must also include
all these three areas of Torah observance. The words ‘1 T» n:nmd
TYR refer to the Jews beginning to study the Torah again. This
is why the Torah continues with the words “and you listen to His
voice.” Seeing that the Torah does not mention anything else in
that context it is clear that the subject of naws is your return to
Torah study. The words %321 a1 {Maw Nk ‘N av, are a promise
that the people will be redeemed by the merit of Torah study
(Zohar volume three page 72). We also have it on the authority
of Jeremiah 9,12 that the disaster struck the Jewish people as a
result of their abandoning Torah. This is why when they rectify this
error and devote themselves once more to Torah study G'd will
gather them in and bring them back to 987w PIN.

’a Concerning the failure to keep the negative commandments the
Torah says: “and G'd will circumcise your hearts.” We are familiar
with the concept that the foreskin of the heart is a hyperbole for
doing what is forbidden and a love for the forbidden. G'd now
says TYR ‘n NN MAnNRY “in order to love the Lord your G'd.” In
response to the Israelites learning to love G'd, He in turn, will take
care of all our troubles. He will deliver our enemies into our hands
and He will afflict all our enemies with the curses mentioned previ-
ously. Concerning the performance of the positive commandments
as part of the lsraelites’ repentance the Torah writes: “you will
return..and carry out all the positive commandments, etc.” The
additional reward accruing to the people as a result is described in

verse 9 “G'd will make you abundantly successful in your various
endeavours, etc.” ‘
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% CHAPTER TWO - DELIVERANCE & REDEMPTION 165 e
£ {5
3 . . rad
& of this matter. It is exceedingly wondrous in my eyes. ‘Blessed is Z

% HaShem Who enlightened me to this wondrous explana.tlon. AQ Jo
E In any event, this, too, is a proof that we must first strive to return

to our Land, and then HaShem will come to greet us. We will rett.lm
to one another in unison. However, if we do nothing (Gf>d forb_ld),
simply waiting for a miracle from the heavens, it will be impossible

The Ahavat Yonatan writes that our very return to Eretz Yisrael Our

is considered repentance, and it is, in fact, the essence of repentance: ::t;mt
, ) retz
When numerous troubles will befall the Jews and, despite this, Yisrael

they will not forsake HaShem nor their inheritance — i.e., the is the
Holy Land (may it speedily be rebuilt), their primary repentance essence of
will be achieved. For, repentance must be performed in the repentance
same place and concerning the same act.* Now, their main
transgression at the time of the Beit HaMikdash was their

descent to Egypt, as the verse says, Woe to those who go down

to Egypt (Yeshayah 31:1). This gave rise to grave sins. Therefore,

their future repentance will be that they will not forsake their
inheritance.® '

Now, today, when even the lowest Jews have decided to return to
our inheritance, and they dedicate their lives to it, refusing to covet
any other land, the Holy One Blessed be He certainly considers this
repentance. The fact that they do not fulfill the commandments of
the Torah is because they were not raised and educated in this spirit.
They are like infants who were kidnapped by Gentiles, as the Rambam
writes.* But, the act of aliyah is undoubtedly considered repentance,
and through it they fulfill the positive commandment of teshuvah
(repentance). This is the essence of repentance, as our mentor, R.

Yo-n_at_an, _explz_ains.
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