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Devarim 25:17
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Shemos 25:2
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Speak unto the children of Israel, that they shall set apart (take) before me a separation: of
every one whose heart is willing, but not by force, you shall take my separation

The Rav, “Yonasan b. Uzziel clarifies this phrase to mean, Do not use force or methods of
coercion for this collection. Although everyone, whether poor or rich, must give the half shekel
(30:13), the contribution to the Mishkan was voluntary.

“The collection of money for the Mishkan is different from the collection of charity. Rambam in
Moreh Nevuchim (3:53) explains that charity is an act of justice (as the word tzedaka implies),
not mercy or chessed. The Torah allows the taking of charity by force. There is an explicit
halacha in Bava Basra 8b to the effect that it is permissible to remove objects from the home of
a prosperous person who refuses to give charity, even on Friday just before sundown. Most
Rishonim agree that there is a legal lien on one’s charity similar to the lien of a borrower.

“Why did the Torah eliminate the construction of the Mishkan from that class of activity which
does not require consent on the part of the giver? Man is basically a homeless being. No
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matter how large and opulent him home, he is exposed. He is subject to the vicissitudes of life,
subject to nature - which at best is indifferent to man, at worst is hostile - and subject to an
inscrutable future. There is only one home where man gains security: G-d is called Me’onah, an
abode (Deut.33:27). The only home where man can find security is in the RS"O. G-d told
Moshe not to collect the money for the Mishkan by using force, because the Mishkan was to be
built only if the nation felt the need to build a home for G-d on their own. For G-d to descend
from infinity into a Mishkan built by man is, keviyachol, a sacrificial act on His part. This act of
self-contraction was a sacrifice He was willing to make, but only if the people themselves
wanted a Mishkan and were willing to contribute to build it.”
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Medrash Esther Rabbah 8:7
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1 Chumash Masores HaRav Shemos p.224-225
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