lyar 5337, Eretz Yisrael: Our Old-New Land Handout
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RSRH (Vayikra 18:24-25) writes: “From the time that A”A was chosen and the land was
chosen for him, the Land of Israel has not tolerated the corruption of its inhabitants. The
flowering of this Land depends on the moral flowering of its inhabitants - who are born
on it, nourished by its fruit, and enriched with its treasures. All that stirs in the bosom of
this Land, all that is produced by its earth, all that moves about its fields, all that drinks of
the dew and rain beneath its skies, and all that lives and matures in its sunlight - all this
is sacred to G-d’s Torah. It is for the fulfillment of G-d’s Will by men of purity that each
seedling grows, each flower blooms, the sun shines, and the dew provides moisture.
The Land is meant to be the bearer of a national life that is exemplary in moral purity. In
man’s perfection and moral freedom, the Land, too, finds perfection.

“If the society that lives in this Land subverts, through corruption, the purpose of its
existence, the Land, too, loses the reason for its existence. Hence, a population that is
socially and morally corrupt has no future on this Land. For the forces of the soil of the
Land of G-d are to vitalize and sustain the people living upon it. Yet with these forces
they sin and violate the Torah. They exploit the forces of the Land - forces that are
sacred to G-d - for aberrations and immoral excesses. Hence, through the tumah of its
inhabitants the Land, too, become tamei, and their sin is its sin.

“As long as the sin is confined to individuals, whereas the nation as a whole remains
loyal to Torah, the individuals who sin are eliminated from society by the sentence of G-d
or man, and the nation which fulfills the Torah continues to prosper on its land. But if sin
and transgression become the rule rather than the exception - and are excused and
even sanctioned as the national custom - then the society that has become antithetical
to G-d’s Torah has become antithetical also to the soil that is sacred to the Torah; and
even as any organism will reject an element that has become incompatible with it, so the
Land will ‘vomit out’ its inhabitants.”

Ramban, Vayikra 18:24-25
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Isaiah 60:8 - DN"NAIR-OX , 0121 ;N1NYN 1Y ,NIX-M - Who are these that fly along like
clouds, like doves to their nests?
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