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Circulating Coins - Half Dollar Page 1 of 1

WHAT'S NEW FAGy KEY TOFIGS TOURS | | '

U.5. Dapartmont of the Treasury i

Coins and Medals Printer Friendly w
Haif-Dollar
Shop Qnling c b
. urrent Designs
Amerkca he Beaufil Quarers| Obverse: The obverse shows a portrait of John Fitzgerald Cain Sets
Presidetitiol §1 Calns_ Kennedy, the youngest-ever-elected president. United
” wet Spouse GaidColis | States Mint Sculptor-Engraver Gilroy Roberts based this
NMMHWM:M” ﬂoo.ﬂmﬂ profile on a portralt prepared for Kennedy's presidential
wq_ac_um_s me_.“ et Colt | medal. Roberts created this design immediately after
AR y— T Kennedy's assassination.
American E; .
noha__hohﬂﬂ Reverse: The design on the back of Kennedy half-doliar, by
Modals United States Mint Scupltor-EngraverFrank Gasparvo, is
Buk Purchase Progeam based on the presidential seal. [t consists of a heraldic

y j eagle with a shield on its breast, holding-a symbolic olive
Collsctor's Club branch and a bundle of 13 arrows. A ring of 50 stars
Consumer Alerts surrounds the design, which gives this coin the distinction of
having more stars than any other circulating coin.

3

(¥ Click to view reverse

Pressroom

Educators -
Background

From 1794 to 1947, the half-dollar, like many coins of the time, were made of silver and
decorated with an allegorical image that symbolized liberty. In 1948, Benjamin Franklin’s
likeness was placed on the obverse of the half-dollar. Although he was never president,
like the men on most of our other coins, Frankiin was a major force in shaping the United
States of America.

The liberty bell, which had been on the reverse of Franklin's half-dollar, was replaced by
the eagle from the presidential seal except during 1975 and 1978, the nation's 200th
birthday. At that time, the coin showed an image.of Independence Hall in Philadelphia, the
site of many important national events: the meeting place for the Second Continental
Congress, George Washington’s appointment as commander in chief of the Continental
Army in 1775, adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1778, agreement of
the final design of the American fiag in 1777, adoption of the Articles of Confederation in
1781, and the drafting of the United States Constitution in 1787.

Specifications

Composition: Cupro-Nickel: 8.33% Ni, Balance Cu
Weight: 11.340g

Diameter: 1.205 in., 30.61 mm

Thickness: 215 mm

Edge: 150 reeds

View other circulating coins ‘

« Penny '
» Nickel

+« Dime

+ Quarter-Dollar

+ Dollar

TemnsofUse i PrivacyPalicy § FOIA * SiteMap 4 Website Information % Plug-ins ¢ ConlactUs
www freasury.qoy b USAgov  wwwecacgov f No FEAR Act Data
oitions @ 1998-2010. i int. i
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. i The United States Mint

Qo:..m m:n ,z_mnm_m.. Printer Friendly
Current Designs

wmmum Coins - Penny Page 1 of 2

1 d pda

ca the Beautifl Quatteis,
Hential 51 Coing

pouea Gold Coins

b Amarican $1 Coins

‘Hncoln One Cent Coin

fling Coins

‘ean Buffalo - 24K

ican Eagles

mﬂuaﬂu__ﬂuu

WHAT'S NEW FAQs KEY TOPICS TGURS

¥

"Preservation of the Union" The 2010 and beyond reverse (tails side) design is
emblematic of President Abraham Lincoln's preservation of the United States as a single
and united country, as required by Title Il of Public Law 109-145, the Presidential $1 Coin
Act of 2005. While the cbverse (heads) continues to bear the familiar Victor David Brenner
likeness of President Lincoln that has appeared on the coin since 1908, the reverse
features a union shield with a scroll draped across and the inscription ONE CENT.

Background

kS
When the United States Mint was created in 1792, one of the first coins it made the
following year was the one-cent coin, and it looked very different from the modern version.
The image on the first cenf was of a lady with flowing hair, who symbolized liberty, The
coin was larger and made of pure copper, while today's smaller cent is made of copper
and zinc.

In 1857, Congress authorized the United States Mint o strike the cent with 88 percent
copper and 12 percent nickel. The "shape and size" would be determined by the United
States Mint Director, with the approval of the Treasury Secretary. The new cents showed
a flying eagle on the front and a wreath on the back. The act of February 21, 1857, also
mandated that people could no longer use coins from other countries, a practice that had
been necessary because of a lack of domestic coinage. However, people could bring their
foreign coins to the United States Mint, where they could be exchanged for U.S. siiver
coins and the new cents.

From 1909 to 1958, the Lincoln obverse was paired with a reverse that featured a wheat
design in which two sheaves of wheat flanked the words ONE CENT and UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA. It is commonly known as the "wheat penny."

From 1958 to 2008, the reverse featured an image of the Lincoln Memorial designed by
Frank Gasparro. It commemorated the 150th anniversary of Lincoln's birth.

In 2009, the United States Mint issued four different one-cent coins in recognition of the
bicentennial of President Abraham Lincoli's birth and the 100th anniversary of the first
issuance of the Lincoln cent. The themes for the reverse designs represent the four major
aspects of President Lincoln's life:

birth and early childhood in Kentucky (1809-1816)
formative years in Indiana (1816-1830)
professional Life in lilinois {1830-1861)
presidency in Washington, DC (1861-1865)

Specifications

Composition: .Copper-Plated Zinc: 2.5% Cu, Balance Zn
Weight: 2.500g

Diameter: . 0.750in., 19.05 mm

Thickness: 1.55 mm

Edge: Plain

View other circulating coins

{stwb4]

http://www. usmint. gov/mint_programs/circulatingCoins/?flash=yes&action=CircPenny 10/5/2010
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Circulating Coins - Quarter Dollar

So

http://www.usmint.gov/mint _programs/circulatingCoins/index.cfm?action=CircQuarterDo... 10/5/2010

inner core is pure copper and the outer covering is copper mixed with nickel. You can even

see a copper-colored line around the edge.

Specifications

Composition:
Weight:
Diameter:
Thickness:
Edge:

Cupro-Nickei: 8.33% Ni, Balance Cu
5.670g

0.955in., 24.26 mm

1.75 mm

119 reeds

View other circulating coins

Penny
Nickel

Dime
Half-Dollar
Dollar
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